Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



]^<u> £ /«v 



r^ 



ADVENTURES 



or 



CALEB WILLIAMS, 



\ 



I 

1 



ADVENTURES 



or 



CALEB WILLIAMS, 



THINGS AS THEY ARE-J 



X>Mf TH< 



JDFENtURES 



or 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 



BY WILLIAM GODWIN. 



m THREE VOLUMES. 



vol;|I. 



jfmitffi thtniff—dt thi Itofmrdknwwi hit JSttt', 
Tie tyger freyi mt m the ^*r bntd : 
Mm mly is tie wmmmjot tfrnmn. 



LONDON: 

9JIIVTEB 10% B. CROSBY, STATIONERS-CO VRT^ 
l»V]|GJITE-STRE£T. 

1794. 



^ \ f 



• ' 



« i » 



V. ^ ».^ 



'4 ■■■ r 






« » "Pf , r ■» 



.i 



t t 



r»« ..»: 



ADVENTURES 



6» 



CALEB WILlIAMSi 



aiiii' r II 



C H A P. I. 

1 HAVE ftated the narrative of I^rJ 
Collins, interfperfed with fuch other in- 
formation as I was able to colle6b, with 
all the cxaftnefs that my memory, affift- 
cd by certain memorandums I made at 
the time, will afford. I do not pretend 
to warrant the authenticity of any part 
of thefe memoirs except fo much as fell 
under my own knowledge, and that part 
Ihall be ftated with the fame fimplicity 
Vol. II. B an4 
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2 ADVENTURES OF 

and accuracy that I would obferve to- 
wards a court which was to decide in the 
laft refort upon every thing dear to me. 
The fanie^fcrupulous. fidelity raftrains 
me from altering the manner of Mr. 
Collins's narrative to adapt it to the pre- 
cepts of my own tafte ; and it will foon 
be perceived how eiSential that narrative 
is to the elucidation of my own hiftory. 

The intention of my friend in this 
communication was to give me eafe; 
but he in reality added to my embarrafP. 
ment. Hitherto I had had no inter- 
courfe with the world and its paffions ; 
and, though I was not totally unac- 
quainted with them as they appear in 
boolcs, this proved to be of little fervice 
to me when I came to witnefs them my- 
felf. The cafe feemed entirely altered, 
when the fubjeft of thofe paffions was 
continually before my eyes, and the 
events had happened but the other day 
as it were, in the very neighbourhood 

where 
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where I lived. There was a connexion 
and progrefs in this narrative, which 
made it altogether unlike the little vil- 
lage incidents I had hitherto known. 
My feelings were fuccefllvely interefted 
for the different perfons that were 
brought upon the fcene. My veneration 
was excited for Mr. Clare, and my ap- 
plaufe for the intrepidity of Mrs. Ham- 
mond. 1 was aftonifhed that any hu- 
man creature (hould be fo fliockingly 
perverted as Mr. Tyrrel. I paid the 
tribute of my tears to the memory of the 
artlefs mifs Melvile. 1 found a tliou- 
fand frefh reafons to admire and love 
my matter. 

At firft I was fatisfied with thus con- 
lidering every incident in its obvious 
fenfe. But the ftory I had heard was for 
ever in my thoughts, and I was peculiar- 
ly interefted to comprehend its full im- 
port. I turned it a thoufand ways, and 
examined it in every point of view. In 

B 2 th€ 



! 4 ADVENTURES OP 

the original communication it appeared 
fufficiently diftindt and fatisfaftory ; but, 
as I brooded over it, it gradually be- 
came myfterious. There was fomething 
ftrange in the charader of Hawkins. 
So firm, (o fturdily honeft and juft, ai 
he appeared at firft. ; all at once to be* 
come a murderer ! His firft behaviour 
under the profecution, how accurately 
was it calculated to prepoffcfs one in his 
favour ! To be fure, if he were guilty, 
it w^s very cruel of him to fufier a man 
of fo much dignity and worth as Mr, 
Falkland to be tried for his crime ! Ai)d 
yet i could not help bitterly compaffion- 
ating the honeft fellow, brought to the 

gallows, as he was, ftri£lly fpeakihg, by 
the machinations of that devil incarnate, 
Mr. Tyrrel. His fon too, that fon for 
whom he voluntarily facrificed his all, 

to die ^ith him at the fame tree ; furely 
never was a ftory more affedling I 

.Was it poffible after all that Mr. 

Falkland 
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Falkland fhoiild be the murderer ? The 
reader will fcarccly believe that the idea 
fuggefted itfclf ta my mind, that I would 
afk him. It was but a pafTing thought ; 
but it fervcs to mark the fimplicity of 
my charafter. Then I recollefted the 
virtues of my mafter, almoft too fublime 
for hunaan nature j I thought of his fuf^ 
ferings fo unexampled, fo unmerited ; 
and chid myfelf for the fufpicidn* The 
dying confeflion of Hawkins recurred to 
my mind; and I felt that there was ho 
longer a poflibiiity of doubting. And 
yet what was the meaning of all Mr» • 
Falkland's agonies and terrors ? In fine> 
the idea having once occuired to my 
mind, it was fixed there for ever. My 
thoughts fluftuated from conjecture to 
eonjefture, but this was the centre about 
which they revolved. I determined to 
place myfelf as a watch upon my maf* 
ter. 
The inftant I had chofen this employ- 
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6 ADVENTURES OP 

ment for myfelf, I found a ftrange fort 
of pleafure in it. To do what is forbid- 
den always has its charms, becaufe we 

have an indiftinft apprehenfion of fome- 
thing arbitrary and tyrannical in the 
prohibition. To be a fpy upon Mr. 
Falkland ! That there was danger in the 
employment ferved to give an alluring 
pungency to the choice. I remembered 
the ftern reprimand I had received, his 
terrible looks -, and the recoUeftion gave 
a kind of tingling fenfation, not alto- 
gether unallied to enjoyment. The far- 
ther I advanced, the more the fenfation 
was irrefiltible. I feemed to myfclf per- 
petually upon the brink of being coun- 
termined, and perpetually roufed to 
guard my cfefigns. The more impene- 
trable Mr. Falkland was determined to 
be, the more uncbntrolable was my cu- 
riofity. Through the whole my alarm 
^nd apprehenfion of perfonal danger^ 
had a large mixture of franknefs and 

5 fimplicity^ 
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fimpHcity, confcious of meaning no ilU 
that made me continually ready to fay 
every thing that was upon my mind, 
and would not fufFer me to believe that^ 
when things were brought to the tefl:, 
any one could be fcrioufly angry with 
me# ^ 

Thefe refleftions led gradually to a 
new ftate of my mind. When I had firft 
removed into Mr. Falkland's family, the 
novelty of the fcene rendered me cau- 
tious and referved. The diftant and fo- 
lemn manners of my mailer feemed i^ 
have annihilated my conftitutional gai* 
cty. But the novelty by degrees wore 
off, and my conftraint in the fame de- 
gree diminifticd. The ftory I had now 
heard, and the curiofity it excited, rcfto- 
red to me adbivity, eagernefs and courage; 
I had always had a propenfity to com- 
municate my thoughts j my age was na- 
turally inclined to talkativenefs ; and I 
ventured occafionally in a fort of hefita- 
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ting way, as if queftioning whether fuch 
a conduft might be allowed, to cxpreft 
my fcntiments as they arofe, in the pre- 
fcnce of Mr. Falkland. 

The firft time I did fo, he looked at 
me with an air of furprifc, made me no 
anfwer, and prefently took occafion tp 
Cleave me. The experiment was foon 
after repeated. My roafter feemed half 
inclined to encourage me,^nd yet doubt*- 
ful whether he might venture. He had 
been long a ftranger topleafure of every 
ifort, and my artlefs and untaught rc- 
.marks appeared to promife him fome 
•amufemcnt. In this uncertainty he 
xould not. probably find it in his heart ta 
treat with feverity my innocent eflfufions. 
•I needed but littb encouragement : for 
the perturbation of my mind flood in. 
^ant of this relief. My fimplicity, ari- 
fing from my being a total ftranger tO' 
the intercourfe of the world, was accom- 
panied with a mind in fome degree culti- 
vated 
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vated with reading, and perhaps not al- 
together deftitute of obfervation and 
talent. My' remarks were thefefore per-- 
pctually unexpeded, at one time imply- 
ing extreme ignorance, and at another 
fome portion of acutenefs, but at all 
times having an air of innocence, frank- 
nefs and courage. There was'ftill an- 
apparent want of defign in the manner^ 
even after I was excited accurately to 
compare my obfervations and ftudy the 
inferences to which they led; for the 
cffecl of old habit was more vifible, thaa 
that of a' recently conceived purpofe 
which was hardly yet mature^ Mr^ 
Falkland's fituation was like that of 3 
fifli that plays with the bait employed 
to entrap him. By my manner he was 
in a certain degree encouraged to lay 
afide his ufual referve and relax his 
iftatelinefs ; till fome abrupt obfervatiott 
or interrogatory ftung him into recoUec- 
Uoa and brought back his alarm. Still 
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10 ADVENTURES OF 

it was evjdent that he bore about bini a 
fecret wound. Whenever the caufe of 
his forrows was touched, though in a 
manner the moft indiredl and remote, 
his countenance altered, his diftemper 
returned, and it was with difficulty that 
he could fupprefs his emotions, fome- 
times conquering himfelf with painful 
effort, and fometimes burfting into a fort 
of paroxyfm of infanity,andhaftening to 
bury himfelf in folitude. Thefe ap* 
pearances I too frequently interpreted 
into grounds of fufpieion, though I 
might with equal probability and more 
liberality have afcribed them to the cruel 
mortifications he had encountered in the 
objefts of his darling ambition. Mr* 
Collins had ftrongly urged me to fecre- 
cy^ and Mr. Falkland, whenever my 
gefture or his confcioufnefs imprefled 
him with the idea of my knowing more 
than I exprefled, looked at me with 

« 

wiftful carneftncfs, as q-ueftioning what 

was 
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was the .degree of information I pofleflt 
ed, and how it wa& obtained. But again 
at our next interview the fimple vivacity 
of my manner reftored his tranquillity, 
obliterated the emotion of which I had - 
been the caufe, and placed things afrefh 
in their former fituation. The longer 
this humble familiarity on my part had 
continued, the more effort it would re- 
quire to fupprefs it ; and Mr. Falkland 
was neither willing to mortify me by a 
fevere prohibition of fpeech, nor even 
perhaps to make me of fo much confe- 
quence as that prohibition qiight feem 
to imply. Though I was curious, it 
muft not be fuppofed that I had the ob- 
jeft of my enquiry for ever in my mind^ 
or that my qucftions and innuendos were 
perpetually regulated with the cunning 
of a grey-headjed inquifitor. The fecrcft 
wound of Mr. Falkland's mind was 
much more uniformly prefent to his re« 
colleftion than to mine ; and a thoufand 
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times he applied the remarks that occur- 
red in converfation, when I had not the 
remoteft idea -of fuch an application till 
Ibme fingularity in his manner brought 
it back to my thoughts. The confciouf-- 
nefs of this morbid fcnfibility, and the 
imagination^ that its influence might per- 
haps conftitute the whole of the cafe, 
ferved probably to fpur Mr. Falkland 
again to the charge, and conned a fenti- 
ment of fhame with every project that 
fuggefted itfelf for interrupting the free- 
dom of our intercourfe. 

I will give a fpccimen of the conver- 
fations to which I allude, and as it fhall 
be feledled from thofe which began upon 
topics the mojt general and remote, the 
reader will eafily imagine the difturbance 
that was almoft daily endured by a mind' 
fo tremblingly alive as that of my maC. 
tcr. 

Pray, fir, faid I, one djiy as I was af* 
fitting Mr, Falkland in arranging fome 

papers 
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papers previoufly to their being tran- 
fcribed rnto^ his coUeflion, how came 
Alexander of Macedon to be furnamed 
the Great ? 

How came it? Did you never read 
his hiftory ? 

Yes, fin 

Well, Williams, and could you find- 
no rcafons there ? 

Why, I do not know, fir. I could 
find reafons why he ftiould be famous ; 
but every man that is talked of, is not 
admired. Judgq^ differ about theme* 
fits of Alexander. Do<5lor Prideaujc 
fays in his Connections that he.defcrves 
only to be called the Great Cut-throaf, 
and the author of Tom Jones has writ- , 
ten a volume to prove that he and all 
other conquerors ought to be clafifed 
with Jonathan Wild. 

Mr. Falkland involuntarily reddened 
«t thefe citations. 

Accurfed blafphcmy ! Did thefe au- 

3 thors 
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thors think that by the coarfenefs of their 
ribaldry they could deftroy his well-earn- 
ed fame ? Arc learning,, fenfibility and 
tafte no fecurities to exempt their poC- 
feflbr from this vulgar abufe ? Did you 
ever read, Williams, of a man liiocie 
gallant, generous and free? Was ever 
mortal fo completely the reverfe of every 
thing engroffing and felfiflb ? He formed 
to himfelf a fublime image of excellence,, 
and his only ambition was to realife it 
in his own ftory. Remember his giving 
away every thing when he fet out upon 
his grand expedition, profeffedly referv- 
ing for himfelf nothing but hope* Re-- 
€ollc6t his herdic confidence in Philip^ 
the phyfician, and his entire and unal- 
terable friend Ihip for Epheftion. He 
treated the captive family of Darius 
with the moft cordial urbanity, and the 
venerable Syfigambis with all the tender- 
neis and attention of a fon to his mot. 
ihcr.. Nevier take the judgment, Wil- 
liams^ 
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liams, vipan fuch a fubjeft of a clerical 
pedant or a Weftminfter juftice. Ex- 
amine for yoiirfelf, and you will find in 
Alexander a model of honour, generofity 
and difiritercftednefs, a man who for the 
cultivated liberality of his mind and the 
unparalleled grandeur of his projefts 
muft ftand alone the fpeftacle and admi^ 
ration of all ages of the world. 

Ah, fir ! it is a very fine thing for us 
to fit here and compofe his panegyric-. 
But wonld you have me forget what a 
vaft expence was beftowed in erefting 
the monument of his fame ? Was not he 
the common difturber of mankind ? Did 
not he overrun nations that would never 
have heard of him, but for his devaftaf 
tions ? How many hundred thoufands of 
lives did he facrifice in his career ? What 
muft I think of his cruelties ; a whole 
tribe maflacred for a crime committed by 
their anceftors one hundred and fifty 
years before ^ fifty thoufand fold into fla? 

very i, 
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very I two thoufand crucified for tRefr 
gaMant defence of their country ? Ma» 

is furely a ftrange fort of creature, wha 
never praifes any one more heartily thaa 
Jiim who has fpread deftruftion and rui» 
over the face of nations ! 

The way of thinking you exprefs, 
Williams, is natural enough,, and I can- 
not blame you for it» But let me hope 
that you will become more liberal. The 
death of a hundred thoufand men is at 
firft fight very fliocking ; but what ia 
. r'eality are a htindred thoufand fuch mea 
more than a hundred thoufand fiiecp > 
It is mind, Williams, the generation of 
knowledge and virtue that we ought ta 
love; This was the projedt of Alexan- 
der ; he fet out in a great undertaking ta 
civilife mankind •, he delivered the vaft 
continent of Afia from the fi:upidity and 
degradation, of the Perfian monarchy ^ 
and, though he was cut oflf in the midft 
of his career, we may cafily perceive the 

vaft 
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yafl: effcfts of his projeft. Grecian lite- 
rature and cultivation, the Seleucidae^ 
the Antiochufes and the Ptolomies fol- 
lowed, in nations which before had been 
funk to the condition of brutes. Alex- 
ander was the builder as notorioufly as the 
deftroyer of tities. 

And yet, fir, I am afraid that the pike 
and the battle-axe are not the right in- 
ftruments for making men wife. Sup-, 
pofe it were admitted that the lives o£ 
men were to be facrificed without remorfe 
\if a paramount good were to refult^ it 
^ifisems to me as if murder and maffacre 
:were but a very left- handed way of pro- 
ducing civilifation and love* But pray,, 
do not you think this great hero was a 
fort of a madman ? What now will you 
•fay to his firing the palace of Perfepolis^ 
his weeping for other worlds to conquer^ 
and his marching his whole army over the 
hgrning fajidsL of Lybia, mer^y to viQc 
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a temple, and perfuade mankind that her 
was the fon of Jupiter Ammon ? 

Alexander, my boy, has been much 
mifunderftood. Mankind have revenged 
thei^felves upon him by milreprefenta- 
tion, for having fo far eclipfed the reft of 
his fpecies. It was neceflary to the rca- 
lifing his projeft that he fhould pafs for a 
God. It was the only way by which he 
could get a firm hold upon the veneration 
of the ftupid and bigoted Perfians. It 
was this, and not a mad vanity,, that was 
the fource of his proceeding. And how 
much had he to ftruggle with in this re-^ 
fpeft in the unapprehcnding obftinacy of 
fome of his Macedonians ? 

Why then, fir, at daft Alexander did 
but employ means that all politicians 
profefs to ufe, as well as he. He dra- 
gooned men into wifdom^ and cheated 
them into tjic purfuit of their own happi- 
nefs. But what is worfe, fir, this Alex- 
ander in the paroxyfm of his headlong 

rage 
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rage fpared neither friend nor foe. You 
will not pretend to juftify the excefles of 
his ungovernable paflion. It is impoITiblc 
fure that a word can be faid for a man 
whon^ a momentary provocation can 
hurry into the commiflion of murders — — 
The inftant I had uttered thefe words, 
I felt what it was that I had done. There 
was a magnetical fympathy between me 
and my mafter, fo that their efFedl was 
notfooner produced upon him, than my 
own mind reproached me with the inhu- 
manity of the allufion. Our confufioa 
W4S mutual. The blood forfook at onca 
the tranfparent complexion of Mr. Falk- 
land, and' then ruihed back again with 
rapidity and fiercenefs. I dared not utter 
a word, left I fhould commit a new error 
worfe than that into which I had juft 
fallen. After a fhort, but fevere, ftrug- 
gle to continue the converfarion, Mr. 
Falkland began with trepidation, but af- 
terwar43 became calmer : 
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You are not candid — Alexander — Yon 
muft learn more clemency— Alexander, 
I fay^ does not defcrve this rigour. Da 
you remember hisitears^ his remorfe, his 
determined abftinence from food, which 
he could fcarcely be perfuaded to alter ? 
Did not that prove acute feeling and a 
rooted principle of equity ?— Well, well, 
Alexander was a true and judicious lover 
of mankind, and his real merits have 
been little comprehended. 

I know not how to make the ftate pf 
my mind at that moment accurately un* 
derftood. When one idea has got poflef- 
fion of the mind, it is fcarcely poffible 
to keep it from finding its way to the lips- 
Error, once committed, has a fafcinating 
power, like the eyes of the rattle- Ihake, 
to draw us into a fecond error. It de- 
prives us of that proud confidence in our 
own ftrength, to which we are indebted 
for fo much of our virtue,. Curiofity is; 

a reft- 
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t reftlefs propenfity, and often docs but 
hurry us forward the more irrefiftibly, 
the greater is the danger that attends.itg 
indulgence. 

Clitus, faid I, was a man of very 
coarfe and provoking manners, was he 

not ? 

Mr. Falkland felt the full force of this 
appeal. He gave me a penetrating look 
as if he would fee my very foul. His 
eyes were then in an inftant withdrawn. 
I could perceive him feized with a con- 
vulfive fhuddering, which, though ftrong- 
ly counterafted, and therefore fcarcely 
vifible, had I know not what of terrible 
in jt. He left his employment, ftrodc 
about the room in anger, his vifage gra- 
dually affumedanexpreffion as of fuper- 
natural barbarity, he quitted the apart- 
ment abruptly, and flung the door with a 
violence that fcemcd to fhake th« 
houfe^ 
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Is this, faid I, the fruit of confcious 
guilt, or of the difguflf that a man of ho- 
nour conceives at guilt undcfervedly im- 
puted ? 
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CHAP. II. 

I 

A H E reader wiil feel how rapidly I 
wa« advancing to the brink of the preci- 
pice. I had a confufed apprehcnfion of 
what 1 was doing, but I could not ftop - 
myfelf. Is it poffible, faid I, that Mr. 
Falkland, who is thus overwhelmed with 
a fenfe of the unmerited difhonour that 
has been faftcned upon him in the face of 
the world, will long endure the prefencc 
of a raw and unfriended youth, who is 
perpetually bringing back that difhonour 
to his recollection, and who fecms him- 
fdf the moft .forward to entertain the ac- 
cufation i 

1 felt indeed that Mr. Falkland would 
not haftily incline to difmifs me^ for the 
fame reafon that rcftraincd him from 
many other adiohs which might feem to 

favour 
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favour of a too tender and ambiguous 
fenfibilit^. But thi^ reflexion was little 
adapted to comfort me. That he Ihould 
cherifh in his heart a growing hatred 
againft me, and that he Ihould think him* 
felf obliged to retain me a continual 
thorn in his fide, was an idea by no 
means of favourable augury to my future 
peace. 

It was fome time after this that in clear- 
ing out a cafe of drawers I found a paper 
that by fome accident had.flipped behind 
one of the drawers, and been overlooked. 
At another time perhaps my curiofity. 
might have given way to the laws of de** 
corum, and I ihould have reftored it un- 
opened to my mailer, its owner. But 
my cagernefs for information had been too 
much ftimulated by the preceding inci- 
dents to aHow me at prcfent to negled: 
any occafion of obtaining it. The paper 
proved to be a letter written by the elder 
Hawkins, and from its contents. feemed to 

have 
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hatve been penned when he had firft been 
upon the point of abfconding from the 
perfecutfons of Mr. Tyrrel. It was as 

follows. 

, Honourable Sir, 

I have waited fome time in 
daily hope of your honour's return into 
thefe parts. Old Gines and his dame, 
who arc left to take care of your houfe, 
tell me, they cannot fay when that will be, 
norjuftly in what part of England you 
are at prefent. For my ihare misfortune 
comes fo thick upon me, that I muft de- 
termine upoa fomething (that is forcer- 
tain), and out of hand. Our fquire, who 
I muft own ^t firft ufed me kindly 
enough, --though I am afraid that wa.s 
partly out of fpite to fquire Underwood, 
has .fince determined to be the ruin of 
me. Sir, I have been no craven ; I 
fought it up ftoutly j for after all, you 
know, God blefs your honour [ it is but 
Vol. IL C a man 
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a man to a man i but he has been too 
much for me. 

Perhaps if I were to ride over to the 
market town and enquire of Munfl^ 
your lawyer, he could tell me how to di- 
redt to you. But having hoped and 
waited o' this fafliion, and all in vain, has 
put me upon other thoughts. I was in 
IK) hurry, fir, to apply to you; for I do 
not love to be a trouble to other people. 
I kept that for my laft ftake. Well, fir, 
and now that has failed me like, I am 
alhamed as it were to have thought of it. 
'Have not I, thinks I, arms and legs as 
well as other pepple ? I am driven out 
of houfe and home. Well, and what 
then ? Sure I arn't.a cabbage, that if you 
pull it out of the ground, it muft die. I 
am pennylefs. True; and how many 
hundreds are. there that live from hand to 
mouth all the days of their life ? (Beg- 
ging your honour's pardon) thinks I, if 
we little folks had but the wit to do for 

ourfelves. 
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ourfelves, the great folks would not be 
fuch maggoty changelings as they are. 
They would begin to look about tliem. 

But there is another 'thing that has 
fwayed with me more than all the reft. I 
do not know how to tell you, fir— My 
poor boy, my Leonard, the pride of my 
life, has been three weeks in the county 
jail. It is true indeed, fin Squire Tyr- 
rel put him there. Now, fir, every time 
that I lay my head upon my pillow under 
rty own little r^of, my heart fmites me 

. with the fituation of my Leonard. I do 
not mean fo much for the hardlhip ; I do 
not fo much matter that. I do not ex- 
pert him to go through the world upon 

. velvet •, I am not fuch a fool. But who 
can tell what may hap in a jail ? I have 
been three times to fee him ^ and there is 
one man in the fame quarter of the prifon 
that looks fo wicked ! I do not much 
fancy the looks of the rcfl. To be furc 
Leonard is as good a lad as ever lived. 

C 2 I think 
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I think he will not give his min^i to fuch. 
But, come what will, I am determined he 
Ihall not ftay among them twelve hours 
longer. I am an obftinate old fool per- 
haps; but I have taken it into, my head, 
and I will do it. Do not aflc me what. 
But, if I were to write to your honour, 
and wait for your anfwer, it might take a 
week or ten days mcwe. i mull not think 
of it! 

Squire Tyrrei is very headftrong, and 
you, your honour, might be a little hot- 
tifl> or fo. No, 1 would not have any 
body quarrel for me. There has been 
mifchief enough done already j and I will 
get myfelf out of the way. So I write 
this, your honour, merely to unload my 
mind. I feel myfelf equally as much 
bound to relpeft and love you, as if you 
had done every thing for me that I Be- 
lieve you would have done if things had 
chanced differently. It is moft likely 
you will never hear of me any more. If 

It 
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it fliould be fo, fet your worthy heart at 
reft. I know myfelf too well ever to be 
tempted to do any thing that is really bad* 
I have now my fortune to feek in the 
world. I have been ufed iUenough, God 
knows. But I bear no malice ; my heart 
is at peace with all mankind ; and I for- 
give every body. It is like enough that 
poor Leonard and I may have hardiQiip 
enough to undergo^ among ftrangers and 
being obliged to hide ourfdves like houfe- 

brcakerspr highwaymen. But 1 defy all 
the malice of fortune to make usdo an, 
ill thingr That confolation we will al- 
ways keep againft all the crofles of a 
heart-breaking world,. 

God blefs you I 
So prays. 
Your honour's humble fervant 

to command, 

BENJAMIIf HAWKINS. 

I read this letter with confiderable atten- 
tion, and it occafioned me many reflec- 

C 3 tions. 
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tions. To my way of thinking it con-. 

tained a very interefting pidture of a 
blunt, downright, honeft mind. It is a 
melancholy confideration, faid 1 to my- 
felf ; but fuch is man ! To have judged 
from appearances one would have faid^ 
This is a fellow, to have taken fortune*s 
buffets and rewards with an incorruptible 
mind. Apd yet fee where it all ends I 
This man was capable of afterwards , be- 
coming a murderer, and finifhing his life 
at the gallows. * O poverty I thou art in- 
deed omnipotent ! Thou grindeft us into 
defperation i thou confounded all our 
boafted and moft deep-rooted jpiinciples % 
thou fiUeft us to the very brim with ma- 
lice and revenge, and rendered us capable 
of afts of unknown horror \ May I never 
Jot vifited by thee in the fulncfs of thy 
power I 

Having fatisfied my curiofity with re- 
fpeft to this paper, I took care to difpofe 
tif it in fach a manner as that it fhould be 

found 
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found by Mr. Falkland ; at the fame 
time that, in obedience to the principle 
which at prefcnt governed me with abfo- 
lute dominion, 1 was willing that the 
way in which it ofiered icfelf to his atten« 
tion, (hould ^uggeft to him the. idea that 
it had poffibly pafled through my hands. 
The next morning I faw him» and I ex- 
erted myfelf to lead the conyerfation, 
which by this time I well knew how to 
introduce^ by infenfible degrees to the 

point I defired*. After feveral previous 
queftioos, remarks and rejoinders, I con* 
tioued: 

WeU» fir, after all, I onnot help feel<i< 
ing very uncomfortably as to my ideas of 
human nature, when I find that there is 
BO dependence to be placed upon its per* 
feverance, and that, at leaft among the il- 
literate, the moft promifing appearances 
may end in the foulcft difgrace. 

You think then that literature and a 

C 4 cultivated 
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cultivated mind are the "only aflurancc 
for the conftancy of our principles ? 

Um! — why do you fuppofe,, fir, that 
learning and ingenuity do not often fervc 
people rather to hide their crimes, than 
to reftrain them from conimitting them ? 
Hiftory tells us Arrange things in that rc- 
fpeft. ' 

Williams f faid Mr. Falkland, a little 
difturbed; you are ftrangdy given tocen*- 
furc and feverity. 

I hope not. I am fur^ I am moft fond 
of looking on the other fide of. the 'pic- 
ture, and confidering how many men have 
been alperfed, and even at fome time or 
other almoft torn to pieces by their fellow, 
creatures, whom, when properly uodcr- 
ftood, we find worthy of our reverence 
and love. 

Indeed,, replied Mr. Falkland with a 
figh, when. I confidcr thefe things,, I do 
not wonder at the dying exclamation of 
Brutus, O Virtue ! I fought thee as a 

fubftance^ 
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fubftance, but I find thee an empty 
name ! I am too much inclined to be of 
his opinion. 

Why to be fure, fir, innocence and . 
guilt are too much confounded inhuman 
life, I remember a very afFcfting ftory 
of a poor man in the reign of queen Eli- 
zabeth, who would have infallibly been 
hanged for murder upon the ftrength of 
circumftantial evidence, if the perfon 
really concerned had not been himfclf 
upon the jury, and prevented it. 

In laying this I touched the fpring that 
wakened madnefs in his mind. He came 
up to me with a ferocious countenance as 
if determined to force me into a confeflion 
of my thoughts. A fudden pang how- 
ever feemed to change his defign j he 
drew back with trepidation j and ex- 
claimed, Detefted be the univerfe, and the 
laws that govern it ! Honour, juftice, * 
'Virtue are all the juggle of knaves ! If it 

C s were 
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were in my power, I would inftanttf 
cruftx the whole fyftem iflto nothing \ 

I replied ; Oh, fir f things are not (<> 
bad as you imagine. The world was- 
made for men of fenfc to do what they 
will with it. Its affairs cannot be better 
than in the direftion of the genuine he« 
roes V' and, as in the end they will be 
Foand the tnieft friends, of the whole, fo^ 
the multitude have nothing to do, but to- 
look on, be faftiioned and admire. 

Mr. Falkland made a powerful effort 
to recover his tranquillity.. Williams ! 
faid. he, you inftruft me well. You have 
a right notion of things, and I have great 
hopes of you* I will be more of a man. 
I will forget the pafl:,^ and do better for 
the time to come.. The future, die fur 
ture is always our owa, 

I am forry; fir, that I hav« given you- 
pain. I am afraid tafay all that \ think.. 
But it is my opinion that miftakes will 
ultimately be clearedup,jufticebe done,. 
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and the true ilate of things come to light 
in fpite of the falfe colours that may for a 
time obfcure it. 

The idea I fuggeftcd did not give Mr* 
Falkland the proper degree of delight. 
He fuffcred a temporary relapfc. Juftice ? 
— ^he muttered. I do not know what is 
juftice. My cafe is not within the reach 
of common remedies ^ perhaps of none* 
I only know that I am miferablc. I be- 
gan life with the beft intentions and the 
moft fervid philanthropy ; and here I atn 
—mifcrable— miferablc beyond expreffion 
or endurance. 

Having faid this, he feemed fuddenly 
to recolki5l himfelf, anvl re-aflume his ac- 
Guftomed dignity and command. How 
came this converfation ? cried he. Who 
gave you a right to be my confident f 
Bafe, artful wretch that you are ! learn 
to be more refpeftful ! Are my paffions 
to be wound and unwound by an infolent 
domcftic ? Do you think I will be an in- 

C 6 ftrume^^ 
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■ ftrumcnt tff be played on at your pleafurr, 
till you have extorted all the treafures 
of my foul ? Begone, and fear lett you 
be made to pay for the temerity you have 
already committed. 

There was an energy and determina- 
tion in the gefti^es -with which thefe 
words were acccimpanied that did not- 
admit of their being difputed.- My mouth- 
was clofed i 1 felt as if deprived of all 
ftiare of aftivity, and was only ablefilent- 
iy and paffivdy to quit the apartment. 
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CHAP. UI. 

X WO days fubfequent to tHis converfa* 
tion Mr. Falkland ordered me to be call* 
ed to him. [I fhall continue to fpcak in 
my narrative of the filent, as well as the 
articulate part of the intercaurfe between 
usv- His countenarrce was habitually ani. 
mated* and expreffive much beyond that of 
any other man! have feen! The cu- 
riofity, which, as I have faid, conftituted 
at this time my ruling paffion, ftimulated 
me to make it my perpetual ftudy. It will 
alfo moft probably happen^ while I am 
thus employed in coHefting together the 
Ifcattered incidents of my hiftory, that I 
ihall upon fome occafions annex to ap« 
pearances an explanation, whicb I was 
far from poffeffing at the timej and was 
only fuggefted to. me through the medium 
.of fubfequcnt events.] 

Upon 
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Upon this occafion Mr. Falklandls 
countenance exhibited an unwonted com'- 
pofure. This compofurc however did 
not feem to refult from internal eafe, but 
from an effort which, while he prepared 
himfelf for an interefting fcewe, was ex- 
erted to prevent his prefcnce of mind apd 
power of voluntary adtion from fuSe^ing 
any diminution. 

Williams^ faid he, I am determined; 
whatever it may coft me, to have an ex- 
planation with you. You are a rafhand 
inconfiderate boy, and have given me a 
great deal of difturbance* You ought to 
kave known that, though I allow you to 
talk with me upon indifferent fubjedis^ 
k is very improper in you to lead the con^ 
verfation to any thing that relates to my 
perfpnal concerns* You have faid many 
things lately in a ytxy myfterious way^ 
and appear to'know fomething more than 
I am aware of. I am equally at a lofs ta 
guefs how you came by your knowledge^ 

9^ 
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fts of what it confifts. But I tbink X 
pcrceiTC too much inclinatioii on your 
part to triic with my peace o£ mind* 
That ought not to hdy nor have Itleferved 
any fuch treatment from yovL But^ be 
that as it will^ the guefles in which yoa 
oblige me to employ myfelf are too paia- 
fu). It is a Ibrt of fporting with my 
feeling, which, as a man of refolution^ 
I am determined to bring to an end. I 
expc& you therefore to lay afide alt 
myflery and equivocation, and infirm 
me explicitly what it is upon which your 
allufionff are builu What is it you know i 
What is it you want ? I have been coo> 
much expofed already to unparalleled mor^ 
tification and hardihip,^ and my wounds 
will not bear this perpetual handling, 

I feel^ fiTy anfwered I^ how wrong I 
have been, and am afhamed th^t fuch a 
ene as I (hould have given you all this 
trouble and difpleafure. I felt it at the 
time I but I have been hurried along 

A Ida 
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I do not know how. I have alwa^ts 
tried to ftop myfelf, but the devil that 
pofleffed me was too ftrong for me. I 
know nothing, fir, but what Mr. Collins 
told me. He told nie the ftory of Mr. 
Tyrrel and mifs Melvile and Hawkins. 
I am fure, fir, he faid nothing but what 
was to your honour, and proved you .to 
be more an angel than a man-. 

Well, fir : I found a letter written by 
that Hawkins the other day: did not 
that letter fall into your hands ? Did not 
you read it ? 

For God's fake, fir, turn me out of 
your houfc. Punifli me in.fome way or 
other, that I may forgive myfelf. 1 am 
a foolifli, wicked, defpicable wretch. I 
confefs, fir, I did read the letter. 

And how dared you read it ? It wafi« 
indeed very wrong of you. But we will 
talk of that by and by. Well, and what 
did you fay to the letter ? You know, it 
icems that Hawkins was hanged. 
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r fay, fir ? why it went to my heart to 
read it. I fay, as I faid the day before 
yefterday, that, when I fee a man of fo 
much principle, afterwards deliberately 
proceeding to the very word of crimes, 
1 can fcarcely bear to think of it. 

That is what you fay ? It feems too 
you know, accurfed remembrance! thaU 
I was tried for this crime ? 

I was filcnt. 

Well, fir. You know too perhaps 
that, from the houf the crime was com* 
mitted, — yes, fir, that was the date [and> 
as be faidthis,,there was fomewhat fright- 
ful, I had ahnoft faid diabolical, in his 
countenance] — .1 have not had an hour** 
peace ; I became changed from the hap- 
pied into the mofi: miierable thing that 
lives ; flecp has fled fiom my eyes ; 
joy has been a ftrangcr to my thoughts ; 
and annihilation I fiiould prefer a thou- 
land times to the being that I lead. As 
fcan as I was capable of a choice,. I 

chofc 
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chofe honour and the eileem of mankind 
as a good I preferred to all others. You 
know, it feems^ in how many ways my 
ambition has been difappointed, — Ido 
not thank Collins for having been the 
hiftorian of my difgrace, — ^Would to God 
that night could be blotted from the 
memory ef man ! — But th€ icene of that 
night, inftead df periihing, has been a 
fource of ever new calamity to me, which 
muft flow for ever f Am I then, thus 
\ miferable and ruined, a proper fubjed; 
for you upon which to exercife your in* 
genuity, and improve your power of 
tormenting ? Was it not enough that I 
was publicly difhonoured ? that I was 
deprived by the peftilential influence of 
ibme demon of the opportunity of a- 
venging my diihonour i No : in addi- 
tion to this I have been tried upon the 
charge of having in this critical moment 
intercepted my own vengeance by the 
fouled: of crimes. That trial is pafl:» 

Mifcry 
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Mifery itfelf has nothing worfe in ftore 
for me except what you have infliftcd : 
the ieeming to doubt of my innocence 
which neither profccutorp nor judge, nor 
jury ever ventured to do. You have 
forced me to this ex|^anation. You 
have extorted from ^ me a confidence 
which I had no inclination to confer. 
But it is a part of the mifery of my 

fituatioB, that I am at the mercy of every 
creature, however littk, who feels himr- 
fclf inclined to fp<Mt with ihy dfftrcfe* 
Be content. You have brought me low 
enough. 

Oh, fir t I am not content ; I cannot 
be content 1 I cannot bear to (hink 
what I have done. I ihall never again 
be able to look in the face the beft of 
mafters and the befi: of men* I beg of 
you, fir, to turn me out of your fcrvice^ 
Let me go and hide myfelf where I may 
never fee you more. 

Mr. Falkland's countenance had indi* 

cated 



44 ADVENTUJIES OF 

cated great feverity through the whole 
of this converfation ; but now it became 
more harfli and tcmpeftuous than eyer» 
How now, rafcal ! cried he. You wane 
to leave me, do you ? Who told you 
that I wiflied tapart with you ? But you 
cannot bear to live with fuch a miferable 
wretch as I am:! You are not difpofed 
to put up with the caprices of a man fo 
dilTatisfied an4 unjuft I: 

Oh, fir I do not talk to me thus ! Do 
with me any thing you will. Kill nae if 
you pleafe. 

Kill you ? [Volumes could not de- 
fcribe the emotions with which this echo 
of my words was given^ and received.] 

Sir, I could die to ferve you ! 1 love 

you more than I can exprefs. I wor- 
fliip you as a being of a fuperior nature. 
I am foolifh^ raw, inexperienced, — worfe 
than any of thefe ; — but never did a 
thought of difloyalty to your fcrvice en- 
ter into my heart. 

Here 
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Here our convcrfation ended; and 
the impreilioH it made upon my youth- 
ful mind it is impoffible to delcribe. I 
thought with aftoniflicncnt, even with 
rapture, of the attention and kindnefs 
towards me 1 difcovercd in Mr. Falk- 
land through all the roughnefs of his 
manner. I could never wonder enough 
at finding myfclf, humble as I was by 
my birth, obfcure as I had hitherto been, 
thus fuddenly become of fo much im- 
portance to the happinefs of one of the 
mod enlightened and accompliflicd men 
in England. But this copfcioufhefs at- 
tached me to my mafter more eagerly 
than ever, and made me fwear a thou- 
fand times as I meditated upon my fitu- 
ation, that I would never prove unwor- 
thy of £o generous a protedor. 
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S it not unaccountable that, in the 
midft of all my increafcd veneration for 
ipy maftcr, the firft tumult of my emo- 
tion was fcarcely fubfided, before tlie 
old queftion that had excited my con- 
jedtures recurred to my mind^ Was he 
the murderer ? It was a kind of fatal 
impuife that feemed deftined to hurry 
me to my dcftruftion. I did not wonder 
at the difturbance that was given to Mr, 
Falkland by any.allufion however dit- 
tant to this fatal affair. That was as 
completely accounted for from the con- 
fideration of his exceflive fenfibility in 
matters of honour, as it would have 
been upon the fuppofition of the moft 
atrocious guilt. Knowing as he did, that 
fuch a charge had once been connefted 
with his name, he would of courfe be 
perpetually uncafy, and fufpedt fomc 

latent 
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latent infinuation at every poffible op* 
portunity. He would doubt and feor^ 
kfl: every man with whom he converfed 
harboured the fouleft fufpicions againft 
him. In my cafe he found, that I waa 
in pofieffion of fbme information more 
than he was aware of, without its being 
poilible for him to decide to what it 
amounted, whether I had heard a juft or 
unjuft, a candid or calumniatory tale. 
He had alfo reafon to fuppofe that I 
gave entertainment to thoughts deroga- 
tory to his honour, and that I did not 
form that favourable judgment which 
the exquifite refinement of his ruling 
paflion made indifpenfible to bis peace. 
All thefe confiderations would of courfe 
maintain in him a ftate of perpetual 
uneaiinefs. But^ though I could find 
nothing that I could confider as juftify- 
ing me in perfiiting in the fhadow of 
a doubt, yet, as I have faid, the uncer« 
tainty and reftleffnefs of my contempla- 
tions 



4^ AmrEHTUltES OF 

tions would by no means depart from 

The fludluating ftate of my' mind pro- 
diiced a contention of oppofitc princir J 
pks that by tvirns ufurped dominion 
over my conduft. Sometimes I was 
influenced by the molt complete vene- 
ration for my mafter -, I placed an unre- ' 
ferved confidence in his integrity and ♦ 
his virtue, and implicitly furrepdered 
my >undcrftanding for him to fet it to 
what point he pleafed. At other times 
the confidence, which had -before flowed 
with the moft plenteous tide, began to 
ebb; I was, as I had already been, 
watchful, inquifitive, fufpicious, full of 
a thoufand conjedures as to th^ mean- 
ing of the mofl: indifferent aftions. Mr* 
Falkland, who was moft painfully alive ^ 
to every thing that related to his ho- 
nour, faw thefc variations, and betrayed 
his confcioufnefs of them now in one 
manner and now in another, frequently 

before 
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before I was mylclf awarc, fometimes ^« 
moft before they exifted. The (ituation 
of both was diftrcffing ; we were each 
pf us a pla^e to the, other ; . and I oftpi^ 
wondered that the forbearance and be^ 
pignity of mjr njafter w^^ not at length 
e^haufted^- and that he did not. determine 
to thruft from him for ever fo incefiant 
an obferver. There was indeed oac 
cDaiAcnt .difference between bis ihare in 
%he tranfaftion and mijQip. I had fom^ 
confolation in the ipidft of. my reilleff- 
ncfs. Curiofity ,is a principle- that car* 
ries its pleafyres as well ,as its. pain? 
along with it;^.. The mind is urged by 
a p^rpe^iial .ftimulus^^it fcems ^s;if:i^ 
were (continually, approael^ing to the end 
ofifs race) .gj;d,.a5 th^anfatiable deixre 
of fatisfaftion 15 its principle qf conduft^ 
{q, , it proxpi^s • i|tfel]f in jLhat fatjsfaftion 
^ unknofwn gratiHcation, whipt^ ^fee^ns 
-^ if it .were capable .of fully compenfati^ 
ing any iijjgri^sihat^may be.fuffcred in 
Vol. II. ' ' "d " *' the 
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the careen Btst to Mr. Falkland there 
was no confolation. What he eridimed 
in the intercourfe between us appeared 
to ht aH gratuitous evil. He had only 
to vrifh that there was no fiich perfon as 
tnyfetf in the world, and to ciirie the 
hour when his humanity led him to re* 
fcue me from my obfcurity, and place 
me in his ferVicc. 

A confequence produced upon me by 
the extraordinaty nature of my fituation 
it is ncccffary^to mention. The conftant. 
ftate of vigilance and fufpicion in which 
my mind was retained worked a very rapid 
change in my character. 1 1 Teemed to have 
all the cScGt that might have been expe&. 
cd from years ofobfervation and experi* 
ence. The ftriftnefs with which I endea- 
voured to remark what pafled in the mind 
of one man, and the variety of conjedures 
into which I was led, appeared as it were 
to render me a competent adept in the 
modes in which the human in- 

tcllca 
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felled difplays its fecrct workings. I 
no longer faid Co myfelf^ as I had d<Nne 
in the beginning, ^^ I ^wtU aflc Mr. Falk*^ 
krnd whether he were the mwrdcrer." On 
the contrary, after havjag cairAally ex« 
amined the difierent kinds ^ evidenoR 
c^ which the fubjeft was fufeeptible, 
and recoUefting all that had already paf- 
fed upon the fObje6t, it was not without 
cbnfiderable pain diat I felt myfelf un- 
able to dtfcover any way in which I 
could be perfedly and unalterably fa* 
tisfied of my mafter*s innocence. As to 
his guilt, I could fcarcdy bring myfelf 
to doubt chat in fome way or other^ 
iboner or later, 1 (hould arrive ac the 
knowledge of that, if it really exifted. 
But I could not endure to think almoft 
for a moment of that fide of the alter* 
native as true ; and, with all my ungo* 
vemable fufpicion, arifing from the ixtf^ 
flerioufneis of the circumftanoes, and 
ihe delight which a young and unfledg^ 

Da ed 
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ad n^ind receiv^es from ' ideal ch^t ^ ^ye 
J&X)pc tQ.all:tI\atimaguiatiQn cftn piajMrP 9i 
terriWe Qi* fiiblirpe, I could noii j*e5 bi!ing 
Biyfelf to iftttMoRi Mr *vf alkl*)^V g«ik 
as .a / Kuppo&ipn i aolendQl wrtfai ? cfao rc« 
motcjft |jr6bability j •; .*■• j's L-iiirf. ; 
, I hope die reader will forgive vm for 
dw^lKng thus long, on preliminary: cir^ 
cum&aiices.i ^I (hallLcomd febrneqougfr 
to f heJ'ftoigr j6ft ifiy .otsramiferjri;. . I haw 
Already '. f%id tliat one :of < i the mpti*iis 
which induced nfe-to the. panning of this 
narrative was to confole myfelf ia i^f, 
infupportafelc ^iftrefs. I ^efiv.eia/ ii»i 
lancholy , pjesrfurci, &oi» dw^Jliflfe jopon 
the cirgutoftaiJCea whlchiiji3|)erceptiWy 
paved the w»y itQ'my ruin. While: ^T 
itcoUedt or.defcribe paft ftenes \»hich 
occurred in a jcnOr^ fayourabk period of 
my life, mj. Stusfttjon js, «alkd;.off. for 
a Iho/t interval .ffwi rthc hopeldf&,mif* 
fortune in which . I am at prefeho mvdlr- 
ed. The man :muli indeed poflefs aa 

. . ; . uncommon 
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utKOrinHioil pdrtion of hardnefs of heart, 
who can envy me fo flight a relief. — To 
proceed. 

For fQme time after the explanation 
which had thus taken place between me 
and my mailer, his melancholy, inftead 
of b^ing in th^ flightcft degree diminifti- 
cd by the lenient hand of time, went on 
perpetually to ihcreafid His fits of in- 
fanity, for fuch I muft denominate them 
for- warit '6f a -diftindk itppellation, 
thou^ it is pofllible they might not fall 
under the definition that either the facul- 
ty o* the court, of chanctt-y appropriate; 
Id that tertn^ became ftronger and more 
durable thdri '<*ftr: It was no longer 
praftidable wholly to ooiiceal them from 
the family and even from the neighbour- 
hood. He would ibmetimes without 
any previckis hoftce abfeht himfelf from 
his houfe for two or three days, tihac- 
CQtlipaniedf by -any fervams or atten- 
dants. .This was the more cxtraordi- 

'- D i nary^ 
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nary, as it was well known that fie paid 
no vifits, nor kept up any fort of inter- . 
covrfe with the^ gentlemen of. the vici- 
pity. But it was impoffible that a man 
of Mr. Falkland's diftinftion and for* 
tune ihould long continue in fuch a 
praftice without its being difcovered 
what was become of him, though a coa- 
fiderable part of our county was amoQg 
the wildeft and moft defolate diftrids 
that are to be found in South. Britafn. 
Mr. Falkland was fometinoes feen climb-^ 
ing among the rocks^ reclining motion* 
lefs for hours together upon the edge of 
a precipice, or lulled into a kind;. Qf 
namelefs lethargy of defpair by the daih- 
ing of the torrents. He would remain for 
whole nights together under the naked 
cope of heaven, inattentive to the confi- 
deration either of place^r time, inlenfible 
to the variations of the we^ther> or rather 
feeming to be delighted with that up^ 
roar of the clcniients which partially 

called 
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called ofF his attention from the difcord 
and deje<^ioa which occupied his^ own 
mind. 

At firft, when we received inteffigencc 
at any time of the place to which Mr. 
Falkland had withdrawn lun^elfi fome 
perfoD of hi» houdiold, Mr. Collins or 
myfelf, but tno& generally myfelf, as I 
was always at horne^ and always in the 
received (enfe of that word at leifure, 
.went to him to perfuade him to return. 
But after a few experiments we thought 
it advifeable to defift, and to leave my 
mafter to prolong his abfence, or to ter- 
minate hy as might happen to fuit bii 
own inctination. Mr» Collins^ whoic 
grey hairs and long fervices feemed to 
give him a fort of right to be impor-- 
jtunate, fometimes fucceeded; though 
even in that cafe there was nothing that 
could lit more uneafy upon Mr. Falk« 
land than this infmuation as if he want- 
ad a guardian to take care of him» or as if 

D4 he 
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Ae were, or were in danger of, falling into 
a-ftate in which he would be incapable 
of deliberately controling his own words 
ind adibns. At one time* he would 
fullenly yield to hi$ humble^ venerable 
friend, murmuring grievoUfly at the con-^ 
ftraint that- was put upon him, but 
without fpirit enough even te complain 
of it with energy. At another time, 
even though complying, he would fud- 
dehly burft out in a paroiyfm ofrcfent-i 
menr. Upon thefc occafions there was 
foniething inconceivably, favagely ter- 
rible in his anger, that gave to the pcrv 
fon againft whom it was direfted the 
riioft humiliating and infupportable fen^ 
fations. Me he always treated at thefe 
times with fiercenefs, and drove me from 
him \l^ith a vehemence, lofty, emphati-' 
c!al -and fuftained beyond any thing cff 
which -r ftiould have thought- human' 
nature to be capable. Thcfe fellies^ 
ftemcd' always to conftitute a fort of 
1.4 '.3 " orifis 
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eriGs in his indifpoficion y. and, whenever 
he was induced to fuch a premature re^' 
turn, he would fall immediately "ifter in- 
to a (late of the moil melancholy inac- 
tivity, in which he ufually continued for. 
two or three days, tt wis by an obfti-'' 
riate -fatality that, wheriever I faw Mr» 
Falkland in thcfe*d^f)lbrable fituationsy 
and paiticulaHy ' when I lighted tjpo» 
him after having fought him among the ' 
rocks and -precipices, pale, emaciated, 
folitary and haggard, the fuggeftion 
would cdntinuaHy recur to me, in fpite 
cf inclination; in fpite of perftiafion and 
in fpite of evidence,* -Surely this man h 
amuitleterl / • ? 
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I T was in one of the lucid intervals, as 
I may term them, that occurred doring> 
this period, that a peafant was brought 
before him, in his chara£ter c^ a juftice 
of peace, upon an accufacion of having. 

murdered his fellow. As Mn Falkland 
had by this time acquired the repute of a 
melancholy valetudinsu-ian, it is probable 
he would not have been called upon t<> 
z& in his official charader upon the pre- 
fentoccafion,.h'ad it not been that two or 
three of the neighbouring juftices were all 
of them from home at once. So that he 
was the only one to be found in a circint 
of many miles. The reader however 
mufl: not imagine, though I have em- 
ployed the word infanity in defcribmg 
lAf. Falkland's fymptoms^ that he w«s by 

^7 
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any means reckoned for A madman \}f the 
generality of thofe who had occaOon to 
obierve him. It ia true that hU behar* 
vjQur at certain times was fiAgular and, 
luiaccountable ; but theii at other tirpes 
there was in it fo much dignity^ regula«> 
rity and economy ; he knew ib well hoir, 
to conuijand and make himfelf nrfpedbxl f 
his aftions and carriage were fo conde«^ 
fcending,. confiderate and benevolent « 
that, far from having forfeited the. 
efteem of the unfortunate or the mzxiy^ 
they were k>ud and earneft in his praifes^. 
I was preient at the examination of 
this peafant. The moment I heard of the 
errand which had brought this rabble of 
vifitorsy a fudden thought ftruck. me. I 
conceived the poffibiUty of Miidering the 
incident fubordinate to the great enquiry^ 
which drank up all the currents of m]f 
ibuL I (aid, This^man is arraigned of. 
Oiurder, and murder is the mailer-key 
that, wakes diftemper ia the mind of Mr^ 

D 6 Falkland. 
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P^kkhd, I will wsktch him without re- 
tniflioii.' I Will trace all the mazes of his 
thought. • Surely at fuch a time his fe- 
cm anguiih muft betray itfelf. Surely^ 
if it be not my own fault, I fhall now be 
arble to difcover the true date of his pleat 
Before the tribunal of unerring juft ice. 
^ I took my Nation in a manner moft fa^ 
vourable to the objeft upon which my 
mmd was intent; I could {5erceive in 
MK Falkland's features as he entered a 
ftrong reluctance to the bufmefs in which 
h^ was engaged ; but there was no pofli- 
bility of retreating. His countenance 
was embarrafled and anxious ; he fcarcely 
faw any body. The examination had 
not proceeded far before he chanced to 
turn his eye to the part of the room where ' 
I was. It happened in this, as in fome 
preceding inftanc^s ; we exchanged a fi- 
lent look by which we told volumes ta 
eluch other. Mr. Falkland's cbmplexioa 
tpmed from red to pale, and from pale 
•' ' to 
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to red. I pcrfeftly under ftood his feel-, 
ings, and would willmgly have With- • 
drawn myfelf. But it was impoflible 5 
my paflions were too deeply engaged ; I 
was rooted to the fpot ; though ovy owa, 
life, that of my matter, or almoft of a; 
whole nation had been at ftake, I had nO/ 
power to change my pofition. 

The firft furprKe however-having fub- 
fidcd, Mr. ; Falkland affumed a look' of 
determined conftancy, and even feemed- 
toincreafe in felf-pofTeflfon much beyond, 
what cQuid have been expcftpd from his 
firft entrance. This he could probably 
have maiatained, had it not been that the 
fec^e,.inftead of beipg permanent, was in^. 
fome fort perpetually changing. The^ 
man who was brought before him was ve« 
hcmentfy accufed ,by the brother of the 
deceafed as having afted from the moft 
ipoted malice, He; liwore that there h^d^ 
l^ecn an old grudge between the partic^^ 
and related feveral inftances of it. Hei 

affirmed 
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affirmed that the murderer had fougfit tlie 
eariicft opportunity of wreaking his re- 
venge, hrad ftruck the firlt blow, and^ 
though the conteft wa» in appearance only^ 
9^ common boxing match, had Watched 
the occafioir of giving a fatd'ftroke whicb 
was follow^ by the inftaat death of his^ 
antagoni()r. 

White the aecuier was givrng- in his^ 
evidence, the accufed difcovcrcd cve^ 
token of the moft poig»ant fchfibility^ 
'At one time his features were eonvulfed 
with anguiih, tears unbidden roUed down* 
Iris manly cheeks v and at another hr 
ftarted with aftoniihrmenc at the unfa* 
vorable turn that was given to the nar- 
rative, though without betraying' any im- 
patience to interrupt, I never few a man 
Jefs ferocious in his appearance. He was* 
tall, well made and comely. His coun- 
tenance was ingenuous ' and benevolent^, 
without folly. By his fide ftood a young 
woman^ his fweetheart, extremely agrees 

abk 
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9d>k in her perfcm, and her looks tellify* 
ing how deeply Ihe interefted herfelf io 
the fate of her ioven The accidental 
/pedators were divided between indigna- 
tion againft. the enormity of the fuppofed 
criminal, and compaflion for the poor 
girLthat accompanied hiofi. They feena- 
ed to take little notice of thefavourabla 
appearances vifibk in the perfon of the 
accuiedy till in the fequcl thofe appear- 
ances were mote forcibly fuggefted to 
their attention^ For Mr. Falkland^ he 
was at one anoment engrofled by cu^ 
riofity and earneftnefs^ to inveftigate the 
tale, while at another he betrayed a &rt of 
revuUion of lentifDent which made the in*-, 
vefligatioa too painful for hioL to ibp*^ 
port. 

When the accufed was called" upon for 

his defence, he readily owned the mifun* 

I derftandtng that had exifted, and that the 

' deceafed was the worA enemy he- had in 

. the worlds Indeed h^ w^s his only ene^ 
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my; and he could not teil the reafeh tfiat 
had made hitn fo* He bad employed 
every poflibie effort to overcome his ani-' 
mofity, but in vain. The dcceafed had 
upon'allx>ccarums{ fought 'to mortify him». 
and do hinnao ill (turn l but he had re^ 
felved never to be engaged in a broil ^ith>. 

hinit ^^d ^U ^I^i^ ^^J he had fucoeeded.^ 
If he bad met with a misfortune with any^ 
other man, prof^ an leaft migl^ have 
thought it; matter ^f accident; b^it hoW- 
it Ivould always be believed that he had' 
aftcd from fecrct malice and a bad heart.* 
' The fa£t was that he andhis^ fwaetheart 
had gone to. a neighbouring fair, ' whehe 
this man had met thtm. The man h^d 
often ttied to afiVont bim, and his pafTiVe- 
nefs, interpreted into cowardice, had per- 
haps encouraged the other to additional 
rojdenefs. Finding that he had endured! 
tfivial infults to himfclf with an eyen.teQ>* 
per, ^the deceafed now .thdught proper ;ta 
tui:n hi& brutality upon the young woman; 

that 
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that accompanied him. He purfueci 
them ; he endeavoured in various man- 
ners to harafs and vex them ; they had 
fought in vain to fhakc him ofF. The 
yoUng woman was confidei^ably terrified* 
The accufed' expoftiilated' with' their per- 
fecotor, and a(ked him how he could be 
fo barbarous as 10 perfift in brightening 
a woman ?- He replied with an itifulting 
tone. Then the woman fliould iih'd fomfc 
oneablt to proteft 'her -, 'drofore thk til-' 
couraged and trufted to fuch-athicf ai* 
that, defehsrcd no better f ^Tht accufed^ 
tried.everyexpedient he could ihvent; at^ 
fengt4i he could endure it no longer ; htf 
became' exafpe^ated, ahd challenged thd 
aflailant. The cl\kllerige was atdepted ;^ 
i ring was formed 5 he confided th^ care 
of his fweeth^art to a byftander 5 and un*' 
fortunately the ferft Wow he ftruct prove* 
fatal. ' . • • - I 

The accufcd added that he did not care- 
what became of him. He had been 

anxious 
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anxious to go through the world in an \ju 
ofFenfive manner, 'and now he had th« 
guilt of blood upon him. He did pQz 
know but it would be a kindnefs in them 
to hang him out of the way ; for his con-- 
fcience would reproach him as long as he 
lived, and the figure of the deceafed, as 
he had laid fenfelefs and without motioi^ 
at his feet, would perpetually haunt him» 
The thought of this man, at one moment 
CuU of li& and vigour, and the next lifted 
a helplefs corpfe from the ground, and alt 
owing to hioi, was a thought too dreadful 
to be endured. He had loved the poor 
maiden who had been the inaoceat occa^ 
£on of this with all his. heart, but from: 
this iitKkfi he ihould nevec fupport the. 
fight of her. The fight would bring a 
tribe of fiends in its rear. One unluckf 
minute had poifoned all his hopes,, and 
ipade life a burden to hirD..-*-Saying this 
jtut countena«ce fcll^ tb^ onufcles of his 
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face trembled with agony, and he looked 
the ftatue of defpair. 

This was the ftory of which Mr, Falk- 
land was called upon to be the auditdr; 
Though the incidents were for the moft 
part wide of thofe which belonged to the 
adventures of the preceding volume, and 
there had been much lefs policy and flciU 
difplayed on either part in this ruftic en« 
counter^ yet there were many points 
which, to a man who bore the former 
ftrongly in his recolledion, fuggefted a 
fufEcient refemblance. Thefe points per- 
petually fmote upon the heart of Mr. 
Falkland. He at one time ftarted with 
aftonifhment, and at another Ibifted his 
pofture like a man who is unable longer 
to endure the ienfatk>ns that prefs upon 
him. Then, he new ftrung his nerves to 
ftubborn patience. . I could fee, while his 
mufcles preferved an inflexible fteadinefs^ 
tears of unbidden angui(h roll down his 
cheeks. He dared not tru(t his eyes ta 

glanct 
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glance to*r4rd« the fide of the toom where 
I flood ; and this gave an air of embar* 
raflment to his whole figure. But, when 
the accuf^rd canity tofpeak of his owii 
feel^ngst, . to defcribe the depth of his 
cornpundion .for an involuojtary £%ult^ 
he could: endure it no longer. He fud-t 
denly xofe, and with every mark of hor- 
ror arid dtefpair r.uflied put. of the rooqp. ; 
This circumftanjce^iXiil^enp pjaterial 
difference. ji> th^cafFaiic -j>f ^he, :aQcuf€ii/ 
The parties were detained About half atl 
hour.' ;Mr. FalHland had already heard 
the material fiarts of the evidence in per-f 
fon. At thejexpication of tbatSnter'val^ 
he fent for Mr; Collins out 0f the room. 
The ftory of thet culprit was Confirmed 
by many witnefles wHo had feen the tranf- 
a£bion. Word was brought that my 
itiafter '^as indifpofed, and at . the fame 
tim^ the accufed wafr ordered to be dit 
' chargl?d; 'The vengeance of the brothel 
however, as I aftdrwatds underftodd, did 

not 
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not reft here,- and he Found a magiffratc 
more fcrupulous or -more dclpotic, by 
whom the culprit was committed. 

« 

This affair was no foomir concluded 
tjhan I -haftened into the 'garden, and 
plunged into the deepeft of its thickets.. 
My mind was full almoft to burfling. t 

no fooner conceived myfelf fufEciently 

1 «... • 

reniovcd* from all ' obfe-rvation, than iny 
thoughts forced their way fpontanet)ufly 
tomy tongue, and I exclaimed tn^ fit of 
uncontrolablc enthufiafm : " This is the 
murderer ! tint Hawkinses were innocent ! 
I am fare of it ! I wiU pledge my life of 
it! It IS ottti It'is^difcovered ! Guilty 
Upon my foulf*** ' 

^ While I thus proceeded with' hafty* 
tops aton^' the moft fecret paths of the 
garden, arid from time to time gave vent 
to the tutnurt of my thoughts in involun- 
ferycxclkmitions, I felt as' if my animal 
fyftem* had undergoHe a 'tdtal revolution. 
J. Myblood boiled within me. T was con- 

fcious 
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icious to a kind of rapture for v?hich I 
could not accpUat. I was, Tolemn^ yet 
full of rapid emotion, burning with in« 
dignation and energy. In the very tem- 
ped and hurricane of the palTions, I 
feemed to enjoy the moil foul-ravifliing 
calm* I cannot better exprefs the then 
ftate of my mind, than by faying^ I was 
never fo peife&ly alive as at that m<y- 
menu 

This ftate of mental elevation con** 
tinued for icveral hours, but at length 
fublided and gave place to more dell* 
berate reflexion. One of the firfl; quef- 
tions tiiat then occurred was. What fliaU 
I 40 with the knowlege I have been fo 
eager to acquire ? I had no inclination to 
turn informer. 1 felt; what I had had no 
previous conception of, that it was pof- 
fible to love a murderer, and, as I then 
underftood it, the worft of murderers. I 
conceived it to be in the higheft degree 
abfurd and iniquitous to cut off a man 

qualified 
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i^uali&ed for. the tnoft eflenttal and cxtcn* 
five utility merely out of retrofpe& to an 
aft which) whatever were its merits, could 
not now be retrieved*. 

This thought led me to another which 
had at firft paffed unnoticed. If I had 
been difpofed to turn informer^ what 
had occurred amounted to no evidence 
that was admilfible in a court of juftice. 
Well thcn^ added I, if it be fuch as would 
not be admitted at a criminal tribunal^ 
am I fure it is fuch as I ought to admit ? 
There were twenty perfons befide myfelf 
prefent at the fcene from which I pretend 
1^ derive fuch entire conviction. Not 
onb of them faw it in the light that I did. 
It cither appeared to them a cafual and 
unimportant circumftance, or they 
thought it fufficiently accounted for by 
Mr. Falkland's infirmity ahd misfor« 
tunes. Did it really contain fuch an ex- 

scot of arguments and appCcacion, that 

nobody 
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nobody but I. was difcerniugepougli t^ 

fee? 

! But ail this rcaToi^ing produced ap al- 

teration in my way of . thinkipgi- iFqk 

t|ii? tlnj?..!, fov^ld not get it pot • of -my 

^nifid-for a moment : . " Mri . Falkl^^id .i^ 

ihemucderoi:-'. Hq is gqiity! I. fee it I I 

iFeel it! .I.jirn fu/c of i^!". Thus.juras I 

humed alonjgjjy.an jjncpntfx)lable ck^iny. 

^hc fta!;e!Qf oiy.paffioi^s in theif pcogrct- 

4ve cai]qer;, the jnc^piAtiyf;Df6 apd impa-r 

iicncc of my thoughts, appeared to ipake 

,$his determination unavoidable . . n 

' An incident occurred vs^hile Lwas in tjje 

gardeni. that feemed to nija^e iw.iojpr^ 

ijo'n uponmf.atthpjtjmCi .but .which I.«&- 

coUefted whek my. thpughts were gotipw 

•ibroewhat of a (Iqwct motion. . l.n.;the 

mjdft. pf one of my parpxy^ns of excl*.- 

■ "m'ajion;'and wfipn I thought myfelf mf^ 

"alone, the ihadpw of a ;pan sSjavoidiA^ 

iiieyafed'tVanfiently by me at-afmalj 

diftance. Though I had fcarcely caught 

. . a faint 
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a faint glimpfc of his perfon, there was 
fomrthing in the occurrence that per- 
fuaded me it was Mr. Falkland. I Ihud- 
dered at the poffibility of his having over- 
heard the words of my foliloquy. But 
this idea, alarming as it was, had not 
power immediately to fufpend the career 
of my reflexions. Subfequent circum- 
ftances however brought back the appre- 
henfion to my mind. I had fcarcely a 
doubt of its reality, when dinner time 
came, and Mr. Falkland was not to be 
found. Supper and bed-time palTed in 
the fame manner. The only coticlufioa 
made by his fervants upon this circum- 
ftance was, that he was gone upon one of 
his accuftomed melancholy rambles. 
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The period at which my ftory is now 
arrived feecned as if it were the very crrfis 
of the fortune of Mr. Falkland. Inci- 
dent followed upon incident in a kind of 
breathlefs fucce(Iion» About nine o'clock 
the next morning an alarm was given that 
one of the chimnies of the houfe was oa 
fire. No accideiit could be apparently 
jnore trivial \ but prefently it blazed with 
filch fury, as to make it clear that fome 
beam of the hpufe,/ which in the firft 
building had been improperly placed, had; 
been reached by the flames. Some dan- 
ger was apprehended for the whole edi- 
fice. The confufion was the greater, in 
confequence of the abfence of the mafter, 
as well as of Mr. Collins, the fteward. 
YThile fome of the domeftics were em^ 

ployed 
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ployed in endeavouring to extinguifli the 
flames, it was thought proper that others 
ibould bufy themfelves in removing the 
moft valuable moveables to a lawn in the 
garden. I took fome command in tKe 
affair, to which indeed my ftation in the 
family feemed to entitle me, and . for 
which I w^s thought qualified by my un«. 
derilanding and mental refources. 

Having given fome general dire^ions, 
I conceived that it was not enough to 
Hand by and fuperintend, but that I 
ihoOld contribute my perfonal labour in 
th? pub]ic concern. I fet out for that . 
purpofc J and my fteps by fome my fterious 
fatality were dircdled to the private apart* 
mcnt at the end of the library. Here, - 
as I looked round, my eye was fuddenly 
caught by the cbeft mentioned in the firft 
pages of my narrative* 
; My mind was already raifed to its ut« 
moil pitch. In . a window-feat of the 
room lay a parcel of chifiels and other 

E 2 carpenter's 
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carpenter's tools. I know not what infa- 
tuation inftantaneoufly feized me. The 
idea was coo powerful to be reliited. I 
forgot the bufinefs upon which I came^ 
the employment of the fervants and the 
urgency of general danger. I fhould 
have done the fame, if the apartment 
round me had been in flames. I fnatched 
a tool fuitable for the purpofe, threw my- 
lelf upon the ground, and applied with 
cagernefs to a magazine which inclofed 
all for which my heart panted. After 
two or three efforts, in which the energy 
of uncontrolable paflion was added to my 
bodily ftrength, the faftenings gave way, 
the cheft opened, and all that I fought 
was at once within my reach. 

I was in the aft of lifting up the lid, 
when Mr. Falkland entered, wild, breath* 
leCs, diflraftion in his looks ! He had 
been brought home from a confiderable 
diftance by the fight of the flames. At 
the moment of his appearance the lid 

^ dropt 
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dfopt down from my hand. He no 
Iboner faw me, than his eyes emitted 
fparks of rage. He ran with eagernefs to 
a brace of loaded pitlols which hung up 
in the room, and, ftizing one, prefented 
it to my head. 'I faw his defign, and 
fprang to avoid it •, butj- with i:he fame ra- 
pidity with which he had formed his le-i 
folution, he changed it, and inftantly 
went to the window and flung the pillol 
into the court below; He bade me be- 
^dhfe with hh tifual ikrefiftible energy j 
ahd, tovercbme as I was already by the 
hoirrbr of the d'ete^lion, 1 leagerly coniv 

A riiomehl after a coHIidd^able part of 
the chimney was tumbled with noife into 
the court below, and a voice exclaimed 
that the fire was more violent than ever,. 
Thefe circumftances feemed to produce 
a mechanical effeft bpon my mafter, who^ 
having firft locked the clofet, appeared 
on thfe outfide of the houfe, afccnded thd 

E 3 roof> 
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roof, and was in a moment in every place 
where his prefence was required. The 
flames were prefently extinguifhed. 

The reader can with difficulty form a 
conception of the date to which I was 
now reduced. My ad was in fome fort 
an aft of infanity ^ but how undefcribable 
^re the feelings with which I looked back 
Upon it I It was an inftantaneous impuUe, 
a (hort lived and paffing alienation of 
snind ; but what muft Mr. Falkland 
think of that alienation i To any man a 
perfon, who had once (hown himfelf ca- 
pable of fo wild a flight of the mind, muft 
appear dangerous ; how muft he appear 
to a man under Mr. Falkland's circum- 
ftances ? I had juft had a piftol held to 
my head by a man refolved to put a pe- 
riod to my exiftence. That indeed was 
* paft ; but what was it that fate had yet in 
rcfcrve for me ! The infatiable vengeance 
of a Falkland, of a man whofe hands 

were to my appreheniion red with blood 

and 
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and his thoughts familiar with cruelty 
and murder. How great were the rc- 
fdurces of his mind, refources hence- 
forth to be confederated for my def> 
trudtion ! This was the terrtiination of 
an uDgoverned curiofity^ an impulfe that 
I had reprefented to myfelf as fo innocent 
and fo venial ! 

In the high tide of boiling paflion I 
liad overlooked all confequences. It now 
appeared to me like a dream* Is it in man 
to leap from the high-raifed precipice, or 
rufli unconcerned into the midft of flames ? 
Was it poflible I could have forgotten 
for a moment the awe- creating manners 
of Falkland, and the . inexorable fury I 
ihould awake in his foul ? No thought of 
future fecurity had reached my mind. I 
had a&ed upon no plan. I had conceived 
no means of concealing my deed, after it 
had once been e0e£ted. But it was over 
now^ One fhort minute had effedted a 
reverfe in my fituation, the fuddennels of 

£ 4 which 
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which the hiftory of man perhaps^ is 
unable to furpafs. 

I have always been at a lok to ac- 
count for my having plungedithus head^ 
long into an suEt (o monftrous. There 
is fomeching in it of unremarked and 
involuntary fympathy. One iendment 
flows by fieceflity of nature into ana* 
ther fcntiment of the feme general cha- 
j'after. This was the firit inftance ia 
which I had wicnelied a danger by fire» 
All^was confufion acound .me, and aH 
changed into hufrk^oe waihju. Th« 
ge2>eral fituation to n^y unpntjftifed ap- 
prebenfion partook pf defper.aiie» wd 1 
by contagion became alike dclpci-atr* 
At firft I had been in fome degree calro 
and coUeded, but that too was a defpe* 
rate effort, and when it gave way, a 
kind of inftant infanity became its fuc- 
ceffor. 

I had iiow every thing to fear. And 
yet what was my fault? It proceeded 

from 
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from noneof thofe errors which are jufti- 
ly held up to the averlion of mankind ^ 
thy objeft had been neither wealth, nor 
the means of indulgence, nor the ufurp- 
ation of power. No fpark of malignity 
had harboured in my foul. 1 had al- 
ways reverenced the fublimc mind of 
Mr. Falkland ; I reverenjred it ftill» 
My offence had merely been a miftaken 
thirft of knowledge. Such however it 
was as to admit neither of forgivcneft 
nor remiflion. This epoch was the crifii 
of fny fate, dividing what may be cal- 
led the offenfivc part, from the defenfivi 
which was the folc bufinefs of niy re- 
maining years, Alas, my offence was 
fliort; not aggravated by any finiflcr iri- 
tention : but the reprifals I was to fuf- 
fer, are long, and can terminate only 
with my life J 

In the ftate in which I found myfelf 
wheft the recollcdion of what 1 had dond 
flowed back upon my mind, I was in- 

£ 5 capable 
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capable of any refolution. All was 
chaos and uncertainty within me. My 
thoughts were too full of horror to be 
fufceptible of aftivity. I felt deferted 
of my intelledual powers, palfied in 
mind, and compelled to fit in fpeech- 
le.fs cxpeftation of the mifery to which I 
was dcftined. To my own conception 
I was like a man, who, though blafted 
with lightning and deprived for ever of 
the power of motion, fhould yet retail 
the confcioufnefs of his fituation. Deaths 
dealing defpair was the only idea of 
which Iwasfenfible^ 

I was ftill in this fituatioa of min4 
when Mr. Falkland fent for me. His 
meflage roufed me from, my trance. In 
recovering I felt thofc fickening and 
loathfome fenlktions, which a man may 
be fuppofed at firft to endure who (hould 
return from the fleep of death. Gra- 
dually I recovered the power of arran^ 
ging my ideas and diredihg my fteps^ 

lun^ 
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I . underftood that the minute the af-. 

« 

fair of the chimney was over Mr. Falk- 
land had retired to his own room. It 
y^sa evening before he ordered me to be 
called. 

I found in him every token of extreme 
diftrefs, except that, there wasanairof 
iolemn and fad compofure that crowned 
the whole. For the prefent all appear- 
ance of gloom, ftatelinefs and aufterity 
was gone. As I entered, he looked up, 
and, feeing who it was, ordered me to 
bolt the door. I obeyed. He himfelf 
went round the room, and examined all , 
its other avenues. .He then returned to 
where I was. I trembled in every joint 
of ray frame. I exclaimed within myfelf, 
** What bloody fcene has Rofcius now to 

« aft ?** 

Williams, faid he, in a tone that had 
more in it of foffow than refentment,, 
I have attempted your, life ! I am a 
wretch devoted to the fcorn and exe- 

E 6 cration» 
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cratlon of mankind !— *Thcre he ftop* 
pcd. 

If there be one being in the whole earth, 
that feels the fcorn and execration due to 
fuch a wretch more ftrongly than an- 
other, it is myfclf. I have been kept in 
a ftate of perpetual torture and madnefa*. 
fiut I can put an end to it and its con- 
fequences ; and, fo far at leaft as relates 
to you, I am determined to do it. I 
know the price, and— —I will make the 
purchafe. 

You muft fweir, faid he. You muft 
atteft every facrament, divine and human, 
never to difclofe what 1 am now to tell 
you. — He dictated the oath, and I re- 
peated it with an aching heart* I had no 
power to offer a word of remark. 

This confidence, faid he, is of your 
feeing, not of mine. It is odious to me, 
as it is dangerous to you. 

Having thus prefaced the difclofurc 
he had to make^y he paofed. He feemed 

^ 5 . to 
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to collecfl himfelf as for an effort of mag- 
nitude. ' He wiped his face with his? 
handkerchief. The moifture that incom- 
moded him appeared not to be tears^ 
but fweat. 

Look at me. Obferve me. Ts it not 
flrange that fuch a one as I ffiould retain 
liheamenjs of a human creature? I am the 
blackeft of villains. I am the murderer 
of Tyrrel. I am the affaffin of the Haw- 
kinses. 

I ftarted, as if I had trod upon a rattle- 
fnakc. 

"What a ftorjr is mine ! Infulted, dif- 
graced^ polluted in the face of hundreds, 
I was capable of any aft of defpefa- 
tion. I watched my opportunity, fol- 
lowed Mr. Tyrrel from the rooms, ferz- 
ed a (harp- pointed knife that feU in my 
way, came behind him, and ftabbed him 
to the heart. My gigantic oppreffbr 
rolled at my feet. 

AUare but links of one chain. A blow? 

A mur- , 



^ I 



16 ADTENTWaiS OT 

A murder ! My next bufinels was to 

defend myfelf, ta tell fo well digefted 

» • 

a lie, as that all mankind (hould believe 
it true. Never was a tafk ifo harrowing 
and intolerable ! 

Well : thus far fortune favoured me. 
She favoured me beyond my defire* 
The guilt was removed from me, and 
caft upon another ^ but this I was to ea* 
dure. Whence came the circumftan.- 
tial evidence againft him, the broken 
knife and the blood, I am unable to teU» 
I fuppofe by fome miraculous accident 
be was paiTing by, and endeavoured t» 
afllll his oppreflbr in the agonies of 
death* You have heard Hawkins's (to- 
ry; you have read one of his letters.. 
But you do not know the thou- 
fandth part of the proofs of his limple 
and unalterable re£kitude that I have 
Icnown. His fon fuifered with hini^ 
that fon for the fake of whofe happineft. 
ind virtue he ruined himfelf, and would 

1 have 
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have died a hundred times.— -*I have 
had feelings^ but I cannot defcribe 
thenu 

This it is to be a gentleman ! a man 
of honour! I was the fool of fame* 
My virtue^ my honefty, my everlafting 
peace of mind were cheap facrifices to 
be made at the ihrine of this divinity* 
But, what is worfe^ there is nothing that 
has happened that has. in any degree 
contributed to my cure. I am as much 

the fool of fame as ever. I cling to it ta 
my laft breath. Though I be the black-^ 
eft of villains, i will leave behind me a 
^tlefs and illuftrious name.. There is 
no crime fo malignant, no fcene of blood 
fo horrible, in which that obje£l: cannot 
engage me. It is no matter that I rt^ 
gard theie things at a diitance with aver« 
fion •,— — -I am fiire of it j bring me to 
the teft^ and I Ihall yield. I defpifc 
myfelf 5 but thus I am > things arc gon^ 

too far to be recalled. 
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Why IS it that I atn ddttpelkd to tfef* 
confidence ? Frt>m the Jove of fame. I 
fhould tremble at the fight of every pifc 
tdl, or inftriimcnt of de^h that offered 
kfelf to triy hands j aftd {lefhapS my nerf 
murdeJr may not be fo forttmate as thofe 
1 h^vc already committed. I had no alter- 
native but to make yoti my eoirfident-or 
my viAim. It was better to truft you 
with the whole tru<h under every feal of 

# 

fecrecy, than to Xi^t in perpetual fear of 

your penetration or your faftirteft. 

Do you know wh^ it is you hafte 
done ? To gratify af f6!0H(hly inquifi'tiv^ 
humour you have fc^d youffelf* You 
fliall continue xk my fefvice, but- can 
never fliare in my aflfe<5tion. I wHl be-^ 
nefit you- in refpe6fe of fortune, but I 
Ihall always hate yott. If ever art un- 
guarded word efcapc from your lips^ if 
. ever you excite my jealoufy or fafpicion, 
tt^tOi to pay for it by your death or 
worfe. It is a dear* bargain y6u have 

worfe* 
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*made. But ic is to6 late to look back. 
I charge and adjure you by every thing 
ihat is facred and that is tremendous, 
preferve your faith ! 

My tongue has now for the firft time 
for ieveral years fpoken the language oJf 
my heart ; and the intercourfe from thii 
how ihall be Ihut for ever. I want n6 
pity, f deling no confolatioii. Sur^ 
rounded «s t am witb horrors^ I will at 
lead prefers my fortitude to the laft^ 
If I had been rderv^d to a different des- 
tiny, I have qualities in that refpeA 
worthy of a better cauie. I cafi be 
mad, miienible and frantic, but even in 
frenzy I can preferve my presence of 
' miiul and difcretion.- 

Such was the (lory I had been lb 
earncftly dcfiroui to know. Though 
my mind had brooded upon the fubject 
for ttK)ftthfc, there was not a fyilable of 
it that did not come to my ear with thd 

moft: 
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moft pcrfcd fcnfe of navclty. Mr* 
Falkland is a murderer ! faid I, as I re* 
tired fron^ the conference. This dread- 
ful appellative " a murderer/' made my 
very blood run cold within me. He 
killed Mr. Tyrrel, for he could noc 
^control his refentment and anger : he fa- 
crificed Hawkins the elder and Haw- 
kins the younger, becaufe he could up- 
on no terms j^ndure the public- lofs of 
honour : how can I exped that a man thus 
paflionate and unrelenting will not fooa- 
cr or later make me his victim ? 

« 

. But, notwithftanding this terrible ap- 
plication of the ftory, an application to 
which perhaps in fome form or other 
mankind are indebted for nine tenths 
of their abhorrence againft vice, I could 
not help occafionally recurring to reflec- 
tions of an oppofite nature. Mr. Falk- 
land is a murderer! refumed I. He 
might yet be a moft excellent man, if 
fie did but think fo. It is the thinking 

ourfelves 
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purfelves vicious then, that principally' 
contributes to make us vicious i 

Amidft the (hock I received from 
finding, what I had never fufiered my* 
iclf conftantly to believe, that my fuf« 
picions were true ; I ftill difcovered new 
caule of admiration for my mailer. His 
tnenaces indeed were terrible. But^ 
when I recolle£i:ed the offence I had 
given, lb contrary to every received 
principle of civilized fociety, fo infolenc 
and rude, fo intolerable to a man of 
Mr. Falkland's elevation and in Mr. 
Falkland's peculiarity of > circumftances, 
I was allonilhed at his forbearance. 
There were indeed fufficiently obvious 
reafons why he tnight not choole to pro* 
ceed to extremities with me. But how 
Afferent from the fearful expe&ations I 
iiad conceived were the calmnefs of his 
behaviour and the regulated mildnefs of 
his language! In this refped): I for a 
ibort time imagined that I was emanci* 

patcd 
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patcd from the mifchiefs which had aj>- 
palled me, and that in having to do with 
k man of Mr. Falkland's liberality I had 
nothing rigorous to apprehend. 

It is a mifcrabk profpcft^ faid I, that 
be holds up to me. He imagines that 
I ' am reftrained by fio principles, and 
deaf to the claims of perfonal excellence. 
But he fhali find himfelf miftaken. I 
will never become an informer. I will 
Jtevcr injure my maftefs ^d therefoire 
ke Will ndt ht ifty tmtttf. With all his 
misfortunes and all his €rrol*5^ I ^1 
that my foul yearns for h^s welfare^ If 
he havt been crihiiiial, that is owing td 
. circuniftances ; the fitme qua:lities tsndel: 
other circumftances ^ould have been, or 
rather n^erc fublimely beneficent. 

My reafonings were no doubt infijiHte-» 
ly more favourable to my mafter than 
thofe which human beings are accuftom'^ 
fd to make in the cafe of fuch a& 
they ftyle great crimi«als. This will 

not 



Hot be wondered at, when it is confider- 
- ed that I had myfelf juft been tram- 
pling on the eftabliflied boundsu-ies ot 
obligation, and therefore might well 
have a fellow feeling for other offen- 
ders. Add to which, I had known 
Mr. Falkland from the firft as a bene- 
ficent divinity. I had obferved at leifure 
and with a minutencfs which could not 
deceive me the excellent qualities of his 
heart, and I found him poflefled of a 
mind beyond comparifon the moft fertile 
and accompliflicd I had ever known. 

But, though the terrors which had 
imprcffcd me were confiderably alleviated, 
my fituation was notwithftanding fuffi- 
ciently miferable. The eafe and light- 
heartednefs of my youth were for ever 
gone. The voice of an irrefiftible neccf- 
Iky had commanded me to ** fleep no 
more." I was- tormented with a 6on- 
fcioqs fecret of which I muft never dif. 
burthen myfclfj and this confcioufncft 

was 
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was at my age a fource of perpetual me- 
lancholy. I had made myfclf a prifon* 
cr, in the moft intolerable fenfe of that 
term, for years, perhaps for the reft of 
my life. Though my prudence and dif* 
crction IhouM be invariable, I muft re- 
member that I fhould have an bverfcer^ 
vigilant from confcious guilt, full of re-' 
fcntment at the unjuftifiable means by^ 
which I had extorted from him a con* 
fcflion, and whofe lighted caprice might 
at any time decide upon every thing that 
was dear to me. The vigilance even of 
a public and fyftematical defpotifm is 
poor, compared with a vigilance which is 
thus goaded by the moft anxious paf- 
fions of the foul. Againft this fpecies 
of perfecution I knew not how to invent 
a refuge. I dared neither fly from the 
obfervation of Mr. Falkland^ nor con- 
tinue expofed to its operation. I was 
at firft indeed lulled in a certain degree 
to fecurity upon the verge of the preci- 
pice. 
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pice* But it was not long before I 
found a thoufand circumftances perpe* 
tually reminding me of my true fitua^ 
tion. Thoie I am now to relate arc^ 
among the moft memorable*. 



CHAP* 
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.N no long time after the difcloftire 
Mr J Falkland had made, Mr. Forefter, 
his elder brother by the mother's fide, 
came to refide for a (hort period in our 
family. This was a circumftance pecu- 
l^arly advcrfe to my matter's habits and 

* inclinations. He had broken off, as I 
have already faid, all intercourfe of vi- 
fiting his neighbours. He debarred 
himfelf every kind of amufement and 
relaxation. He (hrunk from the fociety 
of his fellows, and thought he could 
never be fufficiently buried in obfcurity 
and .folitude. This principle was in 
moft cafes of no diflScult execution to a 

' man of firmnefs. But Mr. Falkland 
knew not how to avoid the vifit of Mr. 
Forefter. I'his gentleman was juft re- 
turned from a refidcncc of feveral years 

upon 
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upon the continent, and his demand of 
an apartment in the houfe of his half- 
brother till his own houfe at the diftance 
of thirty miles (hould be prepared for 
his reception, was made with an air of 
confidence that fcarcely admitted of a 
rcfufal. Mr. Falkland could only fay 
that the ftate of his health and fpirits was 
fuch, that he feared a rcfidence at his 
houfe would be little agreeable to his 
kinfman ; and Mr. Forefter conceived 
that this was a difqualification which 
would always augment in proportion as 
it was tolerated, and hoped that his fo- 
ciety, by inducing Mr. Falkland to fuf- 
pend his habits of feclufion, would be 
the means of effential benefit. Mr. 
Falkland oppofed him no farther. He 
would have been ferry to be thought un- 
Jcind to a kinfman for whom he had a 
iparticular eftcem j and the confcioufncfs 
of not daring to aflign the true rea* 
Vol. IL F fon. 
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fon, i¥5adc him cautioiw of atdhering t© 
Jiis objeftion. 

Xhe charter of Mr. Foreftcr was m 

«iany refpcdls the revcrfe of that of my 

matter. Like him he had feen much of 

the world j but to judge of him from the 

unfafiiioned bluntnefs of his manner, 

you would have thought he had never 

ftirred from his fire-fide. Yet under 

this rude exterior it wa$ eafy to diftin- 

' guilh various knowledge, nice difcrimi- 

nation, and a ftrong and aftive mind. 

Nor was it ill-humour or mifanthropy 

that gave this turn to Mr. Foreftcr's 

behaviour, lie difclaimed exaggeration 

of every kind, and was equally averfe to 

the cynic who paints every thing in the 

cioft fplenetic Colours, and the fanguine 

cnthufiaft to whom tlie whole appears to 

be exaftly as it ought. In the mean 

time, while he hated exaggeration, he 

was himfclf one of its groficft dupes. 
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He was pofitive in all things, even where 
good fenfe required him tb be fceptical 5 
and he roughly imputed pcrverfenefs, 
where true wifdom would have taught 
him to corrcft miftake. The fame in* 
confiftency followed him throughout* 
Full of originality and genius, he pre*^ 
tended to defpife them in others. His 
favourite principle was' to care nothing 
for what the world Ihould fay, and to 
aim only at doing right. So long as that 

debt was difcharged, he would not ftoop 
to purchafe, at the expcnce of moving a 
linger, the applaufe of mankind in pre- 

fcrc<ic(5 to their hatred. He believed 
that the credit which is fometimes giveijt 

to men of ability, was the dilhoncft gains 

of a combination, not the juft reward of 

merit; and he took pleafure in dating 

this opinion in its harfheft form. He 

held that an honed ploughman is a more 

ufeful member of fociet'y, than all'the 

poets and philofophers that ever exifted. 

F a In 
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In a word Mr. Forefter was one of thofc 
men who, with every Teeming requifitc 
for the difcovery of important truth, are 
all their lives in fubjeftion to the moft 
contemptible prejudices. 

The peculiarities of this gentleman's 
character were not undifplayed in the 
fcene to which he . was now introduced. 
Having jTiuch kindncfs in his difpofition, 
he foon became deeply interefted in the 
unhappinels of his relation. He did 
every thing in his power to remove 
it; but his attempts were rude and un- 
ikilfuL He exhorted his hoft to pluck 
up a fpirit, and defy the feul liend ; but 
the tone of his exhortations found no 
fympathctic chord in the mind of Mr. 
Falkland. The more he explained the 
articles of his creed, the more irreconcile- 
able did they appear with thofc of my 
mailer. He had not the (kill to carry 
convidtion to an underflanding fo well 
fortified in error ^ and the lefs fo as the 

effort 
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I effort of his refle£tions had loner been 

I 

turned to a bold and intelligible enun- 
ciation of principles, rather than to ana- 
lyfing the rudiments out of which they 
were formed. In a word, after a thou- 
fand efforts of kindnefs to his entertainer, 
he drew off his forces, growling and dif- 
fatisfied with his own impotence, rather 
than angry at the obftinacy of Mr. Falk- 
land. He felt no diminution of his af- 
feiElion for him, and was fincerely grieved 
to find that he did him fo little good. 
Both parties in this cafe did juftice to the 
merits. of the other; at the fame time 
that the difparity of their humours was 
fuch as to prevent the ftranger from 
being even a dangerous companion to the 
mafter of the houfe. They had fcarcely 
any points of contaft in their cKarafters 5 
Mr. Forefter was incapable of giving 
Mr. Falkland that degree either of pain 
or pkafurc, which can raife the foul into 

F 3 atu- 
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a tumult and deprive it for a \^hile of 
tranquillity and felf-command. 

Our vifitor was a man of an extremely 
communicative difpofition, and he bcgaii 
to feel hinifelf painfully out of his ele- 
rrtent upon the prcfent occafion. Mr. 
Falkland Was devoted to contemplation 
and folitude. He put upon himfelf fome 
degree of reftraint upon the arj-ival of his 
kinfman, though even then his darling 
habits would break out. But when they 
had fecn each other a certain number of 
times,^ and it wai fuflSciehtl^' evident 
that the fociety of either WCutd be a* 
burthen rather than a pleafore to the' 
other, they contented by a fort of fifent 
c6mpa£t that each fhould be at liberty to 
follow his owj> indinafion. Mf. Falk- 
land was in a certain (etife the greateft 
gainer by this. He returried t6 the ha- 
bits of his choice, and afted as nearly as 
pbflible juft as he would have done if 
Mr. Foreftcr had not been in exiftence. 

But * 
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Eut the latter was whcJly. at a lofs. He ^ 
had all the difadvantages of retirement, 
without being, able, as he might have 
done at his houie, to bring his own aflb-*^ 
elates or. his own amufements,about him.' 
In this fituation he cad his eyes upon** 

me. It was his principle to do every 
thing that his thoughts fuggefted, without ' 
caring for the forms of the world. He- 
fiiw no reafon why a peafanr, with ceiu 
tain advantages of education and oppor^ 
t\»nityy might not be as eligible a com« 
panion as a lord ; at the fame time that 
lie was deeply tmpreflSbd with the vene* 

ablenefs of old inftitutions. Reduced 
as he was tx> a kind of laft refort,. he 
£ound roc better qualified for hispurpofe 
than any other pcrfon of Mr. Falkland's 
boufhold* My habitual fimpHcity was^ 
extremely agreeable^to him ; and^ be it 
obferved by the way, he loved to coun-p 
tenancc the appearance of talents, while: 
he profefled to be their enemy. 

F 4, The. 
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The manner in which he began this 
fort of cdrrcfpondence was fuiEciently 
chara^eriftical. It was abrupt; but it 
was ftrongly ftamped with effential bene- 
volence. It was blunt and humorous 5 
but there was atiraftivenefs, jelpecially 
in a cafe of unequal intercourfe, in that 
very rufticity by which he levelled him- 
fclf with the great bulk of his fpccies. 
He had to reconcile himfelf, as well as 
to invite me; not to reconcile himfelf 
to the poftponing an ariftocratical vanityi 
for of that he had a very flender portion, 
but to the trouble of invitation, for he 
loved his eafe. All this produced fomc 
irregularity and indecifion in his own 
mind, and gave a very whimfical im- 
preffiori to his behaviour. 

On my part I was by no means un- 
grateful for the diftindion that was paid 
me. My mind had been relaxed into 
temporary dejedtion, but my referve had 
no alloy of morofenefs or infenfibility. 

It 
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It did not long hold out againft the con- 
defcending attentions of Mr. Forefter. 
I became gradually heedful, encoura- 
ged, confiding. I had a moft eager thirfl: 
for the knowledge of mankind ; and, 
though no perfon perhaps ever purchafed 
fo dearly the inftrudlions he received in 
that fchool, the inclination was in no de- 
gree d iminiflied. Mr. Forefter was the fe- 
cpnd man I had feen who feemed almolt 
as much worth being ftudied as Mr, 
Falkland himfelf. I was glad to efcape 
from the uneafinefs. of my thoughts ^ 
and^ while engaged with thfs new friend, 
1 forgot the criticalnefs of the evils with 
which I was hourly menaced. 

Stimulated by thefe feelings. On either 
part we were never at a lofs for fiibjedts 
of converfation. The obfervations Mr. 
Forefter had made in his travels, the fet 
of opinions he had formed to himfelf, 
all amufed and inteVefted me. His^ 
fiianner of telling a ftory or explaining 

F5 his 



his thoughts was forcibk,. perfpicuoust 
and original : his ftyk in conterfatioa* 
Jsad an uncommort zeft^ which, while it 
feemtd to difdain ornanrcnt, was uncon- 
jfcioufljr iritcrfperfed with the boldcft 
figures ; and often wandered into all the- 
tehcmence of oratory, while it afFefted 
to be blunt, fimplc and abi'upt. Nor 
was the part I fuftaifted upon thefe oe- 
€afions without its recommendations* 
1 received the comnuinications of my 
friend with a» ingemuoTO and urtpreju-^ 
ifliced mind. If I objeftcd to any of his. 
Tiews, my objcftions were rtot drawm 
from the fkores of corfHtion place,, and 
. had therefore the grace of novelty. And 
1 may ve^tture to fay that my objedkions^ 
depended more for eflfeft upon their ia- 
Berent value,, than upon any pofiti venefifc 
and parade with iff hich they were an^ 
nounced. 

Mr. Falkland wafr deftined to be for 
tver ianbappy •; and it f(;emed as if no new 

incident 



CALEB WILLIAMS. IO.7 

incident could occur from which he was 
not able to extract food for this impe* 
rious propenfity. He was wearied wich> 
a perpetual repetition of fimilar impref-^ 
fions^ and entertained an invincible dif- 
guft againft all thai was new. The 
vifit of Mr. Forefter he regarded with- 
antipathy.. He was fcarcely. able to. 
look at him without Ihuddering ; an 
emotion which his gueft perceived, and ~ 
pitied as the refult of habit and difcafe 
nather than of judgment; None of his. . 
anions- pafled unremarked; the mofl: 
indifferent excited uneafinels and appre- 
benfionk No foener had the firR over-^ 
taftsctf a fort of intimacy between me- 
and Mr. Forefter taken plitGe,.than they 
probably gave birth to fentimenti of 
jcaloufy- ifi the mind of my. mafter.. It 
was not long before he intimated to me 
that it would not. be' agreeable to him: 
that there Ihould be too much inter- 
cQuile between me and his vUitor.. 

F 6. Whatc 
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What could I do ? Young as I was,' 
could it be expcfted that I fliould play 
the philofopher, and put a perpetual 
curb upon my inclinations ? Imprudent 
though I had been, could. 1 voluntarily 
fubjeft . myfelf to an eternal penance, 
and eftrangement from human fociety ? 
Could I diicpurage a franknefs fo per- 
feftly in confonance with my wiflies, and 
receive in an ungracious way a kindnefs 
that Hole away my heart ? 

Befide this, I was but ill prepared for 
the fcrvile fubmiffion Mr. Falkland' de- 
manded. In early life I was accuftomed to 
be much my own maftcr. When I firfl: en- . 
tered into Mr. Falkland's fervice, my per^ 
fonal habits were checked by the novelty 
of my (ituation, and my affeftions were 
gained by the high accomplilhnicnts of my . 
patron. To novelty and its influence, 
curiofityhad immediately fucceeded. Cu^ 
riofity, fo long as it lafted, was a prin- 
ciple 
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ciple flronger in my bofom than even 
the love of independence. To that I 
would have facrificed my liberty or my 
life ; I would have fubmitted to the con- 
dition of a Weft Indian Negro, or to 
the tortures infliftcd by North American 
favages. But the turbulence of curio.- 
fity had now fubfided. 

As long as the threats of Mr. Fallc- ' 
land had been confined to gpnerals, I en- 
dured it. I was confcious of the unbe^- 
coming adtion 1 had committed, and 
this rendered me humble. Bur, when 
he -went farther^ arid uadertook to 
prefcribe to every article of ray con*- 
duft, my patience was at an end. He 
ft retched his power beyond the limits of 
policy and prudence, and thus brought 
its very exittencc into queftion/ I be- 
lieved that nothing which his rage irri- 
tated by the moft opea rebellion could 
inflift, would be worfe than the flavery 
he now preteoded to impofe. I had 

been 
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beea adventurous in the gratification. 
•f an infantine and unreafonable curio-- 
jity, and I was refdived not to be kfs 
adventurous, i£ need were,, in* the de* 
fence of every thing that can make life 
a bleffing. I was prepared fott an ami<» 
cable adjuftmcnt of interefts j I* would: 
undertake that Mr. Falkla*id fliould 
acver iuftain injury through my means ^ 
but I expctfted in return that I (hould. 
fuffer noT incroachment, but be kft to 
the dircftion of my own underftand- 
ing. 

I went on» then to feek Mr. Fore(- 
ter's fociety with cagernefs 5 and it is the 
nature of an intercourfe that does not: 
decline, progrjeffively to increafc. Mr». 
Falkland obfcrved thefe fymptoms with, 
vifible perturbation.. Y^henever I was^ 
Gonfcious of their being perceived by* 
him, I betrayed tokens, of confufion ;: 
this did not tend to allay his uneafinefs* 
One day he drew me afide^, and,, with a. 

loofe: 
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jDok of myfterious, but terrible impCH-t^ 
addreiied me thus : " 

YouDg man^ take warning \' Perhaps- 
this is the lalt tfme you (hall have an^ 
dpportanity to take it ! I will not aU 
ways be the but of your fiiriplicity and 
inexperience, nor fuffip your w^rakncfa 
to triumph, ay^er nny ftrength ! Why do 
you trifle with, nie? You little fufpe<5t 
the extent o£ nay power. At this mo* 
mcnt you are furroundcd with the en* 
gi^s of my vengeance,., and before you> 
are awai« they will clofe upon you. YoUi 
snight a^ well think of efcaping from, 
the reach of the omniprefent God,, a^ 
from mine ! If you couW touch fo much^ 
as my finger, you fliould expiate it in* 
hours and months and years of a tor*- 
ment of which as yet you have not 
the rertiotefl: idea ! Remember ! I am, 
not talking at rafidom !. L do notour- 
tct a. woid,. that>, if you provoke me,, 

ihaik 
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fhall not be executed to the fevereft 
letter ! 

It may be fuppofed that thefe me* 
naces were not without their tSc&. I 
withdrew in (ilence. My whole foul 
revolted againft the treatment I endured, 
and yet I could not utter a word* . Why 
could not 1 fpeak the expoftulations of 
my heart, or propofe the compromife I 
meditated ? . It was inexperience, and 
not want of ftrength^ that awed me. 
Every aft of Mr. . Falkland contained 
ibmething of new, and I was unprepared. 
to meet it. Perhaps it will be found 
that the greateft hero owes the propriety 
of his cpndudt to the habit of encoua. 
tering difficulties and calling out with 
promptnefs the energies of his mind. 

I contemplated the proceedings of 
my fnaftcr with the deepeft aftonifli- 
ment. Humanity and general kindnefs 
were fundamental parts of his charafter, 

but 
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but in relation to me they were fterile 
and inaftive. . His own intereft required 
that he fliould purchafe my kindncfs; 
but he preferred to govern me by terror, 
and watch me with unceafing anxiety. 
I ruminated with the moll mournful 
fenfdtions upon the nature of my cala* 
mity, I believed that no human being 
was ever placed in a fituation fo pitiable 
as mine. Every atom of my frame 
feemed to have a feveral exiftence, and 
to crawl within nie. I had but too much 
reafon indeed to believe that Mr. Falk- 
land's were not empty ^ords. I knew 
his ability ; I felt his afcendancy. If I 
encountered him, what chance had I of 
viftory ? If I were defeated, what was the 
penalty I hadto fufFer ? Well then, the reft 
of my life muft be devoted to flavifh fub- 
jeftion ? Miferable fentence ! And, if it 
were, what fecurity have I againft the in- 
juftice of a man, vigilant, capricious and 
criminal ? I envied the condemned wretch 

upon 
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wpon the fcaffold. I ertvied the- vidiiik 
of the inquifition in the midft of his. 
torture. They know what they have 

to fuffer. I have only to imagine everjr 
thing terrible, and then iky. The fate- 
fefcrvcd for me is worfe than this ! 

a 

It was well for me that thcfe fcnla- 
tions were but transient : human natum^ 
could not long fupport idelf under 
what I then &i)t. By degrees my imnd^ 
ihook off its burthoY* Indignation fuc;^ 
ceedtd to emotions of terjor. Tiic ho£^ 
tility of Mr. Falkland excited hoftilitf 
hrme;. 1 was detennined I vfould itever 
ealummate htm in martens of the moft 
trivial impctft; much lefs betray th^ 
grand fecret upon, which: every things 
dear to him depended. But, totally ab- 
juring the ofienfivej, I refolded to ftand; 
firnf>ly upon the defenfive. The liberty of 
afting as I pfeafed I would preferve a^ 
whatever rifqoe. If I were worfted in, 
tht; cooceft,; I would at fcaft have thd 

confolatioai 
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confolation of reBcding that t had ex- 
erted myfelf with energy. In propor- 
tion as I thus determined, 1 drew off 
my forces fmm petty incurfions, and 
felt the propriety of afting with preme- 
ditation and fyftem. I ruminated in- 
ccffantly upon plans of deliverance, but 
I was anxious that my choice fhould not 
be precipitately made. 

It was during this period of my deH« 
bcration and uncertainty that Mr. Fo* 
refter terminated his vifit. He obferv- 
cd a flrange diftance In my behaviour^ 
and in his good-natured, encourag* 
ing way chid me for it. I could on- 
ly anfwer with a gloomy look of myt 
tqrious import, and a mournful and 
cxpreffive filence. He fought me for 
an explanation, but I was now as in- 
genious in avoiding, as I had before 
been ardent to fcek him ; and he quitted 
our houfe, as he afterwards told me, with, 
an impreffion, that there was fome ill* 

deftin)^'^ 
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deftiny that hung over it, that fcemed 
fated to make all its inhabitants mifer- 
able, without its being poflible for a by* 
ftander to penetrate the reafon* 
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.R. Forefter had left us about three 
weeks, when Mr. Falkland fent me up- 

■ 

on fome bufinefs to an eftate he poffcf- ^ 
fed in a neighbouring county about fif- 
ty miles from his principal refidence. 
The road led in a dire<Stion wholly wide 
of the habitation of our late vifitor. i 
was upon my return from the place to 
which I had been fent, when I began in 
fancy to take a furvey of the various 
circumftances of my condition, and by 
degrees loft in the profoundnefs of my 
contemplation all attention to the fur- 
rounding objefts. The firft determina- 
tion of my mind was to efcape from the 
lynx eyed jealoiify and defpotifm of Mr. 
Falkland ; the fecond to provide, by 
every effort of prudence and deliberation 

I could 
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1 could devife, againft the danger with 
which I well knew my attempt muft be 
accompanied. 

Occupieli with thcfe meditations, I 
rode many miles before I perceived that 
I had totally deviated from :the right 
jpath. At length 1 roofed myfelf, and 
.furveyed the horizon round me ; but } 
xould obfcrve nothing with which my 
organ was prcvioufly acquainted. On 
'three (ides the heath (tretched as far as 
the eye could reach -, on the fourth I 
difcovered at fomje diftance a wood pf 
.no ordinary dimenfions. Before mc 
fcarcely a fingle track could be found 
to mark that any human being had ever 
vifited the fpot. As the beft expedient 
1 could devife, I bent my coyrfc to- 
wards the wood I have mentioned, 4nd 
then purfued as welt as I was able the 
windings of the inclofure.. This led a» 
after fomc time to the end of the heath, • 
but I was ilill as much at a lofs as ev^ 

rcfpc&ing 



i 



CAtEB WIL-LIAMS. 



119 






tcfpefting the road I ftiould purfue. 
The fun was hid from me by a grey 
aad cloudy atmofphere ; I was induced 
to continue along the {kins of the wood, 
and furmounted with fome difficulty the 
hedges and other obftacles that from 
time to time prefenced themfelve$. My 
thoughts were gloomy and difconfolate j 
the drear incls of the day and the foli- 
tude which furrounded me fcemed to 
communicate a fadnefs to my foul. 1 
had proceeded a confiderable way, and 
was quite overcome with hunger and fa- 
tigue, when I difcovered a road and a 
Utile inn at no great diftance. I made 
up to them, and upon enquiry found 
that, inftead of purfuing the proper di- 
reftion, 1 had taken One that led to 
Mr. Foreftcr's, rather than to my own 
habitation. I alighted, and was enter- 
ing the houfe, when the appearance of 
that gentleinan ftruck my eyes. 
Mr. FweftcT accofted me with kind- 
5 ncfs. 
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nefs, invited me into the room where he 
had been fitting, and enquired what ac- 
cident had brought me to that place. 
While lie was fpeaking, I could not 
help recoUefting the extraordinarry man- 
ner in which we were thus once more 
brought together, and a train of ideas 
was by this means fuggefted to my mind. 
Some refrefliment was by Mr, Foref-' 
ter*s order prepared for me ; I fat down, 
and partook of it. Still this thought 
dwelt upon ray recollection : — ^Mr. ' 
Falkland would never be made acquaint- 
ed with our meeting ; I had an oppor- 
tunity thrown in my way, which if 1 did 
not improve, I fliould deferve all the con- " 
fequcnces thatmight refult. 1 could now 
. converfe with a friend, and a powerful 
friend, without fear of being watched 
and overlooked. What wonder that I 
-was tempted to difclofe, not Mr. Falk- 
land's fecret, but my own fituation, and 
receive the advice of a man of worth 

• and 
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and experience, which might perhaps 
be adequately done without entering in* 
to any detail injurious to my mafter ? 

Mr. Forefter was forward on his part, 
to learn why it was that I thought my- 
felf unhappy, and why I had avoided, 
him during the latter part df his refi- 
, dcnce under the fame roof, as evidently 
as I had before taken pleafure in his 
communications, I told him that I could 
give him but an imperfe<5t fatisfaftion upon 
thefc points, but what I could I would 
willingly explain. The fa6l, I pro- 
ceeded, wasj that there were certain rea- 
fons which rendered it impoflible for mc 
to have a tranquil moment under the 
roof of Mr. Falkland. I had revolved ' 
the matter again and again in my mind, 
and was finally convinced that I owed 
jt to myfelf to withdraw from his fer- 
vicc. I added, that I was fenfible by 
this half confidence I might rather 
fcem to merit the difapprobation of Mr^ 

Vol. II. G Forefter 
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Forefter than his countenance; but I 
declared my pcrfuafion that, if he could 
be acquainted with the "whole affair, 
however ftrange my behaviour might at 
prefent appear, he would applaud, my 
referve. 

He alked what r^afon I had to com<- 
plain of Mr. Falkland ? I replied, that 
I entertained the deepeft reverence for 
mymafter; I admired his abilities, and 
confidered him as formed for the bene- 
fit of his fpecies. I (hould in my own 
opinion be the vileft of mifcreants, if I 
uttered a whifpcr to his difadvantage. 
But all this did not avail : I was not fit 
for him ; perhaps I was not good enough 
for him ; at all events I muft be perpe- 
tually miferable fo long as I continued 
to live with him. 

1 obferved Mr, Forefter gaze upon 
me eagerly with curiofity and furprife, 
but this circumftance I did not think 

prt>per to notice. Having recovered him- 
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fclif, he afked, Why then, that being the 
cafe, I did not quit his fervice ? I an- 
fwcred, What he now toached upon^ was - 
that which mofl of all contributed to 
my misfortune. Mr. Falkland was not 
ignorant of my diflike to my prefent fitu- 
ation; perhaps he thought it unreafon- 
able, unjuft ; but I knew that he would 
never be brought to confent to my giving 
way to it. 

Here Mr. Forefter interrupted me; 
and, fmiling, faid, I magnified obftaclcs, 
and overrated my own importance, add- 
ing that he would undertake to remove 
that difficulty, as well as to provide roe 
Vith a more agreeable appointment. 
This, fuggeftion produced in me a 
ferious alarm. I replied, that I mufl: 
intreat him upon no account to think of 
applying to Mr. Falkland upon the fub- 
jeft. I added, that perhaps I was on- 
ly betraying my own imbecility ; but in 
reality, unacquainted as I was with ex- 

G 2 perienc 
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pericncc and the world, I was afraid, 
though difgufted with Yny prefent rcfi- 
dence, to expofe . myfelf upon a nnere 
projcftof my own, to the refentmentof 
fo confiderable a man as Mr. Faildand. 
If he would favour me with his advice 
upon the fubjeft, or if he would only 
give me leave to hope for his protei^ion 
in cafe of any unforefcen accident, this 
was all I prefumed to requcrft; and, 
thus encouraged, I would venture to 
obey the didlates of my inclination, and 
fly in purfuit of my loft tranquillity. 

Having thus opened myfelf to this ge- 
nerous friend as far as I could do it with 
propriety and fafcty, he fat for fome. 
time filent with an air of deep reflec- 
tion. At length with a counteqance of 
unufual feverity he thus addreffed me :, 
Young man, I am afraid you are igno- 
rant of the nature of the tale you have 
been telling me. There is myftery in 
it i there is fomething you cannot pre- 
vail 
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vail Upon yourfelf to difclofe. Myftcrjr 
. always implies fomewhere' or other an 
uncommon portion of wrong ; what am 
I to think of you ? Arc you aware of 
the prejudice you are voluntarily creat- 
ing againft yourfelf thus upon the 
threfhold of life i 

I anfwered that^ whatever were the 
amount of that prejudice, I muft fut> 
mit. I placed my hope of a candid con« 
ftraftion in the prefent inftance, in the 
rectitude of his nature. 

He went on : Well, be it as you 
pleafe. It was ^abfolutely neceiTary I 
fliould tell you what you were doing. I 
am in fome refpeds the worft perfon you 
could have applied to under thefc cir- 
cumltances. I am the idolator of frank- 
ne£s, and have an unconquerable abhor- 
rence to every thing that is the rcverfc 
of it. If any body had told me fix 
months ago that 1 could have been 
brought to countenance a perfon that 

G 3 praftifcd 
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praAii^d that reverfr, I fhould not have 
believed hitn. But I will tell you fairly 
the ftate of my mind. Your conduft 
in this refped has -not, as yet at leaft, 
deftroyed the early prcdikftion I conceiv- 
cd in your fayour.. The balance, fo far 
as I am able at prei&nt to ^adjuftit, is 
with you. I will therefore, though in 
total oppofitioQ to my principles,. yieM 
to this inftigation. I .put myfclf -inw 
your hands ; I will do exa<5Hy what you 
require. I will receive you either now 
tw hereafter under my own roof,, trjult- 
ing that you will not deceive my confi- 
dence, and that I ih'all £nd unfavour- 
able appearances ultimately terminating 
as the man moft foJicitous for your wel- 
fare would defire. 

We were engaged in the earned dif- 
kruffion of fubjefts thus intercfting to my 
peace, when we were interrupted by an 
event of all others the moft ferioufly to 
be deprecated. Without the fmalleft 

notice. 
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'notice, and as if he had dropped upon 
us from the clouds, Mr. Falkland burft 
into the room.. I found afterwards that 
Mr. Foreftcr had come thus far upon 
an appointment to meet Mr» Falkland, 
and that the place of their intended ren- 
dezvous was the next ftage. Mr. Fo- 
refter was detained unexpededly at thfc 
inn where wc now were, by our acciden- 
tal rencounter, and in reality bad for the 
moment forgotten his appointment; 
while Mr. Falkland, not finding him. 
where he expefted, had proceeded thus 
far towards the houfe of his kinfman. 
To me the meeting was the moft Unac- 
countable in the world. 

I inftantly forefaw the dreadful com- 
plication of misfortune that was includ- 
ed in this event. To Mr. Falkland the 
©eeting between me and his relation 
muft appear, not accidental, but con- 
certed. I was totally out of the road I 
had been travelling by his direction 5 I 

G 4 was 
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was in a road that led dire<5):ly to the 

■ 

faoufe of Mr. porcfter. What muft he 
think of this ? How muft be fupppfe 1 
came to that place ? The truth, if told, 
that I came there without defign, and 
purely in confequence of having loft my 
way, muft appear to be the moft impu- 
dent lie that ever was devifed. 

Here then I ftood detefted in the fa<5l 
of that intercourfe which had been fo fc- 
verely forbidden. But in this inftance 
it was infinitely worfe, than in thofc 
which had dre^y given fo mu^h dii^ 
turbance to Mr. Falkland* It was then 
open, frank and unconcealed; and 
therefore the prefumption was that it 
was for purpofes that required no 
concealment. But the prefent inter- 
view, if concerted, was in the moft em- 
phatical degree clandcftine. Nor was 
it lefs perilous than it was clandeftine. 
It had been forbidden with the moft 
dreadful menaces, and Mr. Falkland 

was 
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was not ignorant how deep an itnpref- 
fion tihofe menaces had made upon mf 
imagination. Such a meeting therefore 
could not have been concerted under 
fuch circumftanccs for a trivial purpofe, 
or for any purpofe that his heart, did 
not quake to think of. Such was the 
amount of my crime 5 fuch was the 
agOny my appearance was calculated to 
infpire^ and it was reafonable to fup- 
pofe that .the penalty I bad to expeft 
would be proportionable. The threats of 
Mr. Falkland ft ill founded in my ears, 
aad 1 was in a tranfport of terror. 

The conduft of the fame man in differ- 
ent circumilances is often fo various as 
to render it very difficult to be accounted 
fon Mr. Falkland, in this to him ter- 
rible criils, did not feem to be in any de- 
gree hurried away by his paffions. For 
a moment he was dumb, his eyes glared 
with kftonilhment 5 and the next mo- 
ment as it were, he had the moft perfeft 

G 5 caliii. 
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hefs and ielf-cooimand. Had it been 
otherwife I have no doubt that I fhould 
inftantly have entered into an explanation, 
the ingenuoufnefs and confiftency of 
which could not but have been in fonie 
degree attended with^ favourable event. 
But as it was, I fuSered myfelf to be over- 
come; I yielded as in a former in dance 
tQ the difcomficing influence of furpriie* 
1 dared fcarcely breathe; I obfcrved 
the appearances with anxiety and won- 
der. Mr. Falkland quietly ordered me 
to return home, and take along with me 
the groom he had brought with him. I 
obeyed in filence. 

I afterwards underitood that he en*- 
quired minutely of Mr. Forefter the cir- 
cumftances of our meeting, and that 
that gentleman, perceiving that the 
meeting itfelf wai difcovered, and guid- 
ed by habits of franknefs, which, when 
^nct rooted in a charader, it is very dif- 
ficult to countcrad, told Mr. Falkland 

every 
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every thing that had' pafTed, togethtif 
with the remarks it had fuggefted to his 
own mind. Mr» Falkland received the 

• 

commtinication with an ambiguous and 
ftudied iile;ice, which by no means ope-» 
rated to my advantage in the already 
poifoned mind of Mr, Forefter. His 
filence was partly^ the dircd confequence 
of -a mind watchful, Inqulfitive and 
doubting; and partly, perhaps was 
adopted for the fake of the effect it was 
qualified to produce, Mr. Falkland not 
being unwilling to encourage a preju- 
dice againft the char^der of a perfon 
who might one day 43econ)e the adVerfary 
of his^wn. 

As to me, I went home indeed, for 
this was not a moment to refift. Mr. 
Falkland, with a premeditation to which 
be had artfully gii^en the appearance of 
accident, had taken care to fend with me 
a guard to attend upon his prifoncr. I 
feemed as if conducting to one of thofe 

G 6 for- 
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fortrefles, famed in the hiftory of defpo^ 
tifin, from which the wretched vi&im is 
never known to efcape *, and, when I en- 
tered my chamber, I fek as if I were en- 
tering a dungeon. I refle£ted that I was 
at the mercy of a man, exafperated at 
my difobedience, and who was already 
formed to cruelty by fucceffive murders. 
I had occafionally indulged in vifion^ of 
pleafure, authority and honour as the 
attendants of my maturer years : who 
has not ? efpccially who, with an ima* 
gination as bufy and a fpirit as ardent as 
mine ? All thefe profpcfts were now do- 
fed ; I was cut off for ever from pur- 
fuits that I had meditated with ineffable 
delight ; thy death might be the event 
of a few hours. I was a viftim at the 
ihrine of coiifcious guilt that knew nei- 
ther reft nor faticty j I fliould be blotted 
from the catalogue of the living, and 
-my face remain eternally a fecret 5 the 
Inan^who added my murder to his for- 
mer 
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mer crimes, would Ihowbimfelf thencxc 
morning, and be hailed with the admi* 
ration and applaufe of his fpecies* 

In the midft of thefe terrible imaghu-^ 
tions one idea prefenced itfelf that alle* 
viated my ftclings. This was the rc- 
coUedion of the ftrange and unaccount- 
able tranquillity which Mn Falkland 
bad manifefted, when be difcovered me 
in company wich Mr, Forefter. I was 
not deceived by this. . I knew full well 
that this calm was temporary, and would 
be fucceeded by a tumult and whirlwind 
of the paffions of the moft dreadful fort. 
But a man under the power of fuch ter- 
rors as now occupied me, catches at 
every reed. I faid to myfelf, that thia 
tranquillity was a period it was incum- 
bent upon me to improve ; and the 
ihorcer its duration might be found, the 
more? fpeedy was I obliged to be in the 
ufe of it. I could not endure the 
thought that the apprehenlions I now 
enter tained, ihould be realifed through 

the 
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the negledl of any exertion or even dar* 
ing on my part. In a word, I took the 
refolution, becaufe I already ftood in 
£ear of the vengeance of Mr. Falkland^ 
to rifque the pofTibility of provoking 
it in a degree dill more inexpiable, and 
terminate at once my prefent ftate of 
uncertainty. Add to which, I had now 
opened my cafe to Mr. Forefter, and he 
had given me poficive afiurances of his 
proteftion. This in the prefent defpe- 
ratbn 6t my fortune was an idea to 
which my mind willingly had r^courfe 
for fupport and confolation. — Inflngated 
by thefc reflexions, I fat down to ad- 
drefs the following letter^ to Mr. Falk- 
land, 

Sir, 
I have conceived the intention of quit- 
ting your fervice. This is a meafure we 
ought both of us to defire. ^ I Ihall then 
be, what it is my duty to be, the maf- 
ter of my own actions. You will be de- 
livered 
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livcred from the prefcnct of a pcrfdn, 
whom ygu cannot prevail upon yoiirfelf 
to behold without unpleafmg emotions. - 
Why Ihould you fubjcdt me to an 
eternal penance ? Why fhould you con- 
fign all my youthful hopes to fufFering? 
anddefpair? Coihfult. the principles of 
humanity that have marked the general 
courfe of your proceedings, and do not 
let me, 1 intrcat you, be made the fub- 
jeft of a ufclefs feverity. My heart is' 
imprefled with gratitude for your fa- 
vours, I fincerely aflc your forgiveneis 
for the many errors of my conduct. I 
confidcr the treatment I have received 
under your roof as one almoft uninter- 
ruptcd fcene of kiiidnefs and generofity. 
I ihali never forget my obligations to 
you, and will never betray them. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your moft grateful, refpeftful 
and dutiful fervant, 

CALEB WILLIAMS, 
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Such was my employment of Ac even- 
ing of a day, which will be ever memo- 
rable in the hiftory of my Itfe» Mn 
Falkland not being yet returned, though 
expeded every hour, I was induced ta 
make ufe of the pretext of fatigue to^ 
avoid an interview. I went to bed. 
The next morning I was informed, that 
he did not come home till late, that he had 
enquired for me, and, being told that I 
was in bed, had faid nothing farther up- 
on the fubjed. Satisfied in this, refpeft, 
I went to the breakfafting parlour, and 
bufied royfelf for fome time in arrang- 
ing a few books and fome other littlq 
occupations, till Mr. Falkland ihould 
appear. After a little time 1 heard his 
ftep, which I perfeftly knew how to dif- 
tinguifh, in the paffage. Prefently,, he 
flopped, and, fpeaking to fome one in a 

fprt of deliberate, but fmothered voice, I 
overheard him repeat my name as enqui- 
ring for^ me. In conformity to the plan I 

had 



CALEB WILLJAM6. 1^7 

had perfuadcd myfclf to adopt I now laid 
the letter I had written upon the table, 
jiear where he ufually fat, and made my 
exit at one door as Mr. Falkland entered 
at the other. This done, I withdrew in 
^peftation of the event to a private 
apartment, a fort of light-clolet at the 
end of the library, where I was accuC> 
tomed not unfrequently to fit. 

I had not been here three minutes when 
I heard the voice of Mr, Falkland calling 
me. I went to him in the library. That 
is your letter, faid he, throwing it. Hia 
manner was that of a man labouring 
with fome dreadful thought, and endea* 
youring to give an air of careleflhefs and 
infenfibility to his behaviour. I think 
no carriage of any other fort could have 
produced a fenfation of fuch inexpli- 
cable horror, or have excited in the pec- 
fon who was mod immediately its ob- 
jeft, fuch an alarm for the event. 

My lad, continued he, I believe, now 

you 
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you hare played almoft all your tricks^ 
and, damn me, if the farce be not near- 
ly at an end I With your apiihnefs and 
abfurdity however you have taught me 
one things and^ whereas before now I 
•have winced at them with torture, I am 
now as tough as an elephant. I Ihall 
crufc you in the end with the fame indif- 
ference that I would any other little in- 
fe£b that difturbed my ferenity. ' 

I believe you have decided your fate, 
I think myfetf fure that you will never 
have done till you have brought my 
whole weight upon you. You may try 
however. Your only chance is in paA 
fivenefs. I am now perfeftly infenfible 
to every thing you can fuffcr, but I have 
no pleafure in it. I will let you alone, 
if I can. 

I am 'unable to tell what brought 
about your meeting with Mr. Forefter 
yefterday. It cnight be defign ; it might 
be accident. But^ be it which it^ill, I 

(hall 



I ^ 



CAL£B WILLIAMS. tJ9 

jQiall not forget it. You write me here, 
that you are defirous to quit my fervice. 
•To that I have a fliort anfwer, You (hall 
never quit it with life* If you attempt 
it^ you Ihall never ceafe to rue your folly 
as long as you exift. That is my will ; 
and I will not have it refilled. The 
very next time you difobey me in that 
or any other article, there is an end of 
your vagaries for ever. Perhaps your 
iituation may be a pitiable one \ it is for 
you to look to that. I crnly know that 
it is in your power to prevent its growing 
worfe; no time nor chance fhalLevcr 
•make It better; 

Do not imagine I am afraid of you! 
1 wear an armour, againft which all your 
weapons are impotent. I have dug a 
pit for] you ; and, whichever way you 
move, backward 'or forward, to the right 
or to the left, it is ready to fwallow you* 
Be flill ! If once you fall,, call as loud as 
you will, no man on earth (hall heaiT 

your 



>• 



I40 ADVENTITRBS 6r 

your cries j prepare a talc ever fo plaufi* 
ble, or ever fo true, the whole world 
ihall execrate you as an itnpoftor. Your 
innocence ihall be of no iervice to you ; 
I laugh at fo feeble a defence. It is I 
that fay it; you may believe what I 
tell you. Do you not know^ miferable 
wretch ! added he, fuddenly altering his 
tone, and damping upon the ground 
with fury, that I have fworn to prefer ve 
my reputation at whatever expence, that 
I love it more than the whole world and 
its inhabitants taken together ? And do 
you think that you ihall wound it ? Be- 
gone, mifcreant! reptile! and ceafe to 
contend with unfurmountable power 1 

The part of my hiftory which I am 
now relating is that which I reflcft up- 
on with the Icaft complacency. Why 
was it that I was once more totally over- 
come by the imperious carriage of Mr. 
Falkland, and unable to utter a word ? 
The reader will be prefented with many 

occa-^ 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 



Hi 



cccafions in the iequel in which I wanN 
ed neither facility in the invention of ex- 
pedients, nor fortitude in entering upon 
my juftification. Periecution at length 
gave firmnefs to my charader, and 
taught me the better part of manhood. 
But in the prefent inftance I was irre- 
foJute, overawed and abafhed. 

The fpeech I had heard was the dic- 
tate of frenzy, and it created in me a fimi- 
lar frenzy. It determined me to do the 
very thing againll which I was thus fo- 
lemnly warned, and fly from piy maf^ 
ter*s houfc. I could not enter into par- 
ley with him ; I could no longer endure 
the vile fubjugaiion he impofed on me. 
It was in vain that my re&fon came *to 
my aid, and warned me of the rafhnefs 
of a meafure to be taken without con* 
cert or preparation. I feemed to be in 
a flate in which reafon had no power. 
I felt as if I could coolly furvey the fe* 
veral arguments of the cafe, perceive 

that 
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that they had prudence, truth and com* 
mon fenfe on their Gde ; and then an- 
. fwer, 1 am under the guidance of' a di- 
re^or more energetic than you. 

I w^ not long in executing what I 
had thus rapidly determined^ I fixed 
on the evening of . that very day as the 
period of my evafion. Even in this 
(hort interval I had perhaps fufficient 
time for deliberation. But all oppor- 
tunity was uieleis to me ; my mind was 
fixed, and each fucceeding moment only 
increafed the unfpeakable eagernefs with 
which I meditated my efcape. The 
hours ufually obferved by our family in 
this country rcfidence were regular ; and 
one in the morning was the time I fe- 
leded for my undertaking. 1 ftole 
down quietly from my chamber with a 
lamp in my hand ; I went along a paf- 
fage that led to a fmall door opening in- 
to the garden, and then crofled the gar- 
den to a gate that interfered an elm 

walk 
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walk and a private horfe-path on the 
outfide. 

I could fcarcely believe my good* 
fortune in having, thus far executed 
my defign without interruption; The 
terrible images Mr.. Falkland's menaces 
had fuggefled to my mind, made me ex* 
pe& impediment and detedion at every 
ftep^ though the impaflioned ftate of 
my mind impelled me to advance with 
defperate refolution. I drew a favour- 
able omea as to the final refult of my . 
projtdtj from the defirable event which 
hdd attended me in the outfet. 
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CHAP. IX. 

1 HE firft plan that had fuggeftcd it- 
fclf to mc was, to go to the - nearcft 
public road, and take the earlleft ftagc 
for London. There I believed I fhould 
be, moft fafc from difcovery, if the ven- 
geance of Mr. Falkland (hould prompt 
him to purfue me ^ and I did not doubt, 
among the multiplied refources of the 
metropolis, to find fomet;hing which 

c 

Ihould fuggeft to me an eligible mode 
of difpofing of my perfon and induftry. 
1 rpfervcd Mr. Forefter in njy arrange- 
ment as a lad refource, not to be called 
forth unlefs for immediate proteflion 
from the hand of perfecution and 
power. 

The mode of my proceeding being 
thus far digefted, I traced with a chear- 

ful 
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ful heart the unfrequented path it was 
now ncceflary for me to purfue. The 
night was gloomy, and it drizzled with 
rain. But chefe were circumftances I had 
fcarcely the power to perceive ; all was 
funlhine and joy within me. I hardly 
felt the ground ; I repeated to myfelf a 
thoufand timesj I am free. What concern 
have I with danger and alarm ! I fed 
that I am free ; I feel that I will continue 
fo. What power is able to bold in chains 
a mind ardent and determined ? What 
power can caufe that man to die, whole 
whole foul commands him to continue 
to live? I looked back with abhorrence 
to the fubjefbion in which 1 had been 
held. I did not hate the author of my 
misfortunes; truth and juftice acquit 
mc of that ; I rather pitied the hard def- 
tiny to which he feemed condemned. 
But I thought with unfpeakable loath- 
ing of thofe errors, in confequence of 
which every man is fated to be more or 

Vol. IL H lcf$ 
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lefs the tyrant or the flave. I wa$ af- 
tonilhed at the folly of my Ipecies, that . 
they did not rife up as one man, and 
ihake off chains fo ignominious and 
xnifery fo infuppor table. So far as re- 1 
lated to myfelf, I refolved, and this rc- 
folution has never been entirely forgot- 
ten by me, to hold myfelf dlfengaged 
from the odious fcene, and never fill the 
parteither of the oppreffor or thefufFcrer. 
My mind continued in this cnthufi- 
aftical ftate, full of confidence, and ac- 
ceffible only to fuch a portion of fear as 
fcrved rather to keep up a ftate of plea- 
furable emotion, than to generate an- 
guifh and diftrefs, during the whole of 
thisnofturnal expedition. After a v/alk 
of three hours I arrived without acci- , 
dent at the village from which I hoped 
to have taken my paflage for^he metro- 
polis. At this early hour every thing 
was quiet ; no found of any thing hu- 
jnan faluted my ear. It was wich diffi- 
culty 
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cuky that I gained admittance into the 
yard of the inn, where I found a fingle 
oftler taking care of fome horfes. From 
him I received the unwelcome tidings 
that the coach was not expefted till flx 
o'clock in the morning of the following 
day, its route through that town recur- 
ring only three times a-week. 

This intelligence gave the firft check 
to the rapturous inebriation by which 
my mind had been poffeffed from the. 
moment I quitted the habitatFon of Mr. 
Falkland. The whole of my fortune in 
ready cafli confifted of about eleven 
guineas. I had about fifty more that 
had fallen to me from the difpofal of my 
property at the death of my father ; but 
that was fo veiled as to preclude it from 
immediate ufe, and I even doubted whe- 
ther it would not be found better ulti- 
ftiately to refign it, than by claiming it 
to riik the furnifhing a clue to what I 
moft of all dreaded to incur, the perfe- 

H z cution 



-f % 



— HV 



14* ADVENTURES OF 

cution of Mr. Falkland There was 
nothing I fo ardently defired as the an- 
nihilation of all future intercourfe be- 
tween us, that he (hould not know there 
was fuch a perfon on the earth as myfelf, 
and that I fhould never more hear the 
name of my quondam mallen 

Thus circumftanced, I conceived fru- 
gality to be an objeft by no means \inwor-. 
thy of my attention, unable as I was to 
prognofticate what difcouragements and 
delays might prcfent thcmfclves to the 
^ accompliftiment of my wifhes, after my 
arrival in London. For this and oth(e# 
reafons I determined to adhere to my de^ 
fign of travelling by the ftage ; it only 
remaining for me to confider in what 
manner I (hould prevent the eventual 
delay of twenty-four hours from becom- 
ing by any untoward event a fourcc of 
new calamity. It was by no means ad- 
vifable to remain at the village, where I 
now was^ during this interval j nor did I 

even 
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even think it proper to employ it in pro- 
ceeding on foot along the great road. 
I therefore decided upon making a cir* 
cuit, the direftion of which (hould fccm 
at firft extremely wide of my intended 
route, and then fuddenly ftriking into a 
different path ihould enable me tp ar* 
rive by the clofe of day at a niarket* 
town twelve miles nearer to the metro- 

* 

polls. 

Having fixed the economy of the day, 
and perfuaded myielf chat it was the beft 
which under the circumflances could 
be adopted; I difmiiled for the mod 
part all farther anxieties from my mind, 
and eagerly yielded myfelf up to the dif« 
ferent amufemerits that arofe. I reftcd 
and went forward at the impulfe of the 
moment. At one time I reclined upon 
a bank immerfcd in contemplation, and 
at another exerted myfelf to analyfe the 
profpedls which fucceeded each other. 
The hazinefs of the morning was fol- 

H 3 lowed 
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lowed by a fpirit-ftirring and beautiful 
day. With the duftility fo charaftef- 
iftic of a youthful mind, I forgot the 
anguiih which had lately been my con- 
tinual gueft, and occupied myfelf entire- 
ly in dreams of future novelty and feli- 
city. I fcarcely ever in the whole courfc 
of my cxiftencc fpent a day of . more va- 
rious or exquifite gratification. It^ fur- 
nilhed a ftrong and perhaps not an un*' 
falutary contraft to the terrors which 
had precededj and the dreadful fcencs 
that awaited me. 

In the evening I arrived at the place 
' pf my deftination, enquired for the inn 
at which the coach was accuftomed to 
call, and ordered myfelf refrelhment 
and a bed. I had riot been long here, 
before, having occafion to crofs the inn 
yard upon fome occafion, juft as I was 
going again to enter the houlc I faw 
one of Mr.* Falkland's footmen riding 
into the gate-way. 1 had no doubt that 

I was 
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I was myfelf the objeft of his journey* 
But it. was too late to think of avoiding 
hisobfervation^; he was almoft upon mc 
before I iaw him. Every incident conr 
neAed with my late abhorred fituation 
was calculated to imprefs me witJi the 
decpeft alarmr My firft thought was 
to betake myfelf to the fields^ and tn|(^ 
10 the fwiftnefs of my flight for faf^fty. 
But I prelcntly remarked that he W9^ 
alone } and I believed that it would be 
difgraceful to fly, when, man to man, 
I might reafonably hope I could at 
any time get the better, either by the, 
f rmneft of my determination, or tl^ 
iubtlety of my invention. 
' Thus determined, I came up to him 
as he alighted from his horfe, and bad- 
him follow into the room where I had 
been fitting. Well, Thomas, faid I, 
I guefs your errand ; but it i^ to no 
purpofe. You come to conduA me 
back to Falkland Houfe -, but no force 

H 4 ihall 
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ihall ever drag me to that place alive. 
I have not taken my refolution without 
great confideration and ftrong reafonsj 
and, having taken it^ all the world fhall 
never perfuade me to alter. I am an 
EngUfhman; and it is the privilege of 
an Englifbman to be fole judge and maf* 
ter of his own adions. 

Why, maftcr Williams, replied Tho- 
mas, to be fufe you ftiould know befl: what 
you are about* We are" alt at a ftound> 
as a man may fay, to think what you 
have got in your head. But that is 
none of my bufinefs. Sure <rnough the 
fquire expefts you to go back with me ; 
but I have a letter for you^ and may- 
hap when you have read that, you may 
come ofiF from a little of your iloutnefs. 
For my part I knew poor farmer Wil- 
liams, your father, thefe many a day, 
and I ihould be main loth for his fake 
and your own too, that you (hovild come 

to any forrow. 
. ^ Thus 
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Thus faying, he ^ave me his letter, 
which was from Mr. Foreftcr, whom, as 
he told me, he had left at my mailer's 
houie* It was as follows : 

Williams, 
My brother Falkland has fent his maa 
Thomas in purfuit of you. He expeds 
that, if found, you will return with. him» 
I expeA fo too. It is of the utmoft con* 
fequence to your future honour and cha* 
rafter. After reading thefe lines, if you 
are a villain and a rafcal, you will per- 
haps endeavour to fly. H your con* 
fcience tells you. You are innocent, you 
will out of all doubt come back. Let 
me know- whether I have been your 
.dupe i and whether, while I was won 
over by your feeming ingenuity, I was 
the tool of a defigniog knave. If you 
come, I pledge myfclf that, if you. clear 
your reputation, you fliall not only be 
free to go wherever you pleafe, but fliall 

H 5 - receive 
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receive every affiftance it is in my power 
to give. Remember ! I engage for no- 
thing farther than that. 

VALENTINE FORESTER. 

What a letter was this ? To a mind 
like mine glowing with the love of vir- 
tue, fuch an addrefs was ftrong enough 
to draw the perfon to whom it was ad- 
drefled from one end of the earth to the 
other. Prifons, racks and gibbets would 
have flirunk into nothing in comparifon 
with it. The ideas it fuggcftcd had a 
tendency to fill the mind, and fhut out 
the poffibility of competition. 

I repaflcd in my thoughts evdry me- 
tnorable incident th^t had happened to 
me under the roof of Mr. Falkland^ I 
could rccoUcft nothing, except the af- 
fair of the myfterious cheft, out of which 
the ffiadow of an accufation of the na- 
ture alluded to in Mr. Forefter*s letter 
could be extorted. In that inflance no 

, doubt 
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doubt my condud had been highly rcprc* 
heiilible and I had never looked back 
upon it without remorfe and &lf-condenv 
nation. But I did not believe that it; 
Was of the nature of thofe adions which*^ 
ean be brought under legal cenfure. £. 
ftril lefs could perfuade niyfelf to be- 
lieve, that Mr. Falkland, who fhuddercd' 
at the very poffibility of his own detec-. 
tion, and who confidered himfelf as com*- 
pletely in my power, would dare to 
bring forward a fubjedl fo clbfcly con;^ 
neded with. that topic, which wakened 
eternal agony in his (buL In a word, the 
more I reflected on the phrafes of Mr, 
Forefter*s billet, the lefs could I imagine 
the nature of thofe fcen^ to which they 
were to fervc as a prelude. 

The infcrutablenefs however of the 
myftery they contained was by no means 
calculated to mitigate my apprehehfions. 
It ferved on the contrary to give new 
pungency to my alarm. It overwhelmed 

H 6 every 
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every quality of my mind j except my 
fortitude. What refourccs had not my 
perfecutor at his command ? It was now 
that I began to fear him. AU the ap« 
prehenGons that had before haunted my 
mind £remed, in comparifon with what 
I now lelt, like the gambols of children. 
But what could I do ? This was an ene- 
my to face and not to fly. Tear me to 
pieces, exclaimed I^ tremendous and in- 
comprehenlible genius! hang up this 
miierable carcals to writhe beneath a 
burning fun, inflift upon me unheard-of 
and lingering tortures! — that in fome 
part or other of the earth you might do i 
But my good name (hall never be your 
vidim I I will be heard ; I will be un« 
derilood ! All the arts of hell (hall not 
prevent that ! I may be unfortunate i 
but my very perfecut(M*s ihall confeis my 
innocence ! 
Thomas, faid I after a^ coniiderable 

interval fpent in fiience to my attendant^ 

You 
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You are right. This is indeed a. vtvf 
extraordinary letter you have brought, 
me ; but it anfwers its pur4>ofe. I will 
certainly go with you now, whatever be 
the confequence. No perfon (hall ever 
be able to lay any blame to me, fo long, 
as I have it in my power to clear myfelf*. 
So, get ready immediately ! 

Blefs us, cried Thomas, this is a fur- 
prifing change indeed ! But I fhould. 
think, fir, if you pleafe, that there is no 
need of being in fuch a devil of a hurry« 
It is now dark night, and I am woundy 
tired. Whatever it is you may have 
got in your head, I dare to fay neither 
you nor mafter will do any thing till to« 
morrow. 

To this rcmonftrance I replied, that 
i would willingly confent to a refpite of 
an hour or two hours, if he dcfired it, 
but longer than that I was determined 
I would not wait, and, if he were not 
then ready, I would proceed without him. 

I con- 



I cosceived that, in the circumftaace^ 
ifi which I was placed by Mr. Foreftcr*s 
ktter, it became me to (how, not mere-^ 
fy a willingne&i but an alacrity and im*' 
patience to return. Thomas confeficd 
that it was in his orders not to part from 
me when I was once found, and of con« 
fequence he was obliged to agree to the 
compromife I propofed.- We procured 
a fecond horfe from the village. As we 
rode Jiome, my mind was occupied agaia 
and"again in endeavouring to account for 
Mr. Forefter's letter ; but none of my at- 
tempts were produftive of fatisfadtion* 
I knew the inflexibility and ftcrnnefs of 
Mr. Falkland's mind in accompliihing 
the purpofes he had mod at heart ^ but 
I alfo knew that every virtuous and 
magnanimous principle was congenial 
to his charafter. 

When we arrived it was ftill dark, 
though tHe greater part of the night 
had already elapfed. We were obliged 

to 
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to wakM one of the fervants tb give usi 
admittance. I found that Mr. Foriller 
had left a mefiage for me in confidera- 
tion of the ppfiibility of my arriv'ai du* 
ring the night, direding me immediately 
to go to bed, and to take care that h 
did not come weary and exJiaufted to the 
bufinefs of the following day.^ J eridea* 
vourcd to take his advice j but my num- 
bers ' were unrefrclhing and difturbed. 
This did not difcourage me ; the fingu* 
larity or my fituation, my conjeftures 
with refpedt to the prefent, my appre-e 
heniions for the fututt did.h6t allow txi^ 
to think it poilible that I could fink into 
a languid and inadive (late. 

Next morning the firft perfon I faw 
was Mr. Forcfter. He told me that he 
did not yet know whit Mr. Falkland 
had to allege againft me, for that hf 
had refufed to know. He had arrived 
at the houfe of his brother by appoints 

mcnt 
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ment on the preceding day to fettle fome 
indifpenfible bufinefs, his intention hav- 
ing been to depart the moment the bufi* 
fief$ was finifhed, as he k;iew that coii* 
duft on his part would be moft agree- 
able to Mr. Falkland. But he was ne 
iboner come than he found the whole 
houfe in confufion, the alarm of my 
elopement having been given a little be-* 
lore. Mr. Falkland had difpatched ier- 
vants in all diredions in purfuit of me ^ 
and the fervant from the market town 
arrived at the fame moment with Mr. 
Forefter, with intelligence that a perfon 
anfwering to the defcnption he gave had 
been there very early in the morning 
enquiring refpeAing the ftage to Lon- 
don. 

Mr. Falkland feemed extremely diC- 
tUrbed at this information, and exclaim* 
ed upon me with great acrimony as an 
unthankful and unnatural villain* 

Mr. 



~l^~t^ 



J^K 1-T, ,' .k'-J^.. 



CALEB WILLIAMS. t6x 

Mr. Forcftcr repKed: Have more 
command of yourfcif, fir ! • Villain is a 
very fcrious appellation, and ought not 
to be trifled with. Englifhmen arc free ^ 
and no man ought to be charged 
with villainy becaufc he choofcs ta 
change one fource of fubfiftence for 
another. 

* Mr. Falkland (hook his head, and 
with a fmile exprefiive of acute fenfibt- 
lity faid. Brother, brother, you are thi 
dupe of his art. For my part I always 
confidered him with an eye of fufpicion, 
and was aware of his depravity. But I 
have juft difcovercd 

Stop, fir! interrupted Mr. Forefter. 
1 own I thought you might be employing 
in a* moment of acrimony harlh epithets 
without any accurate meaning. Byt, if 
you have any ferious accufation to make 
againft Williams, let us not be tqld of 
chat, till it be known whether the poor 
lad is within reach of a hearings 

Though 
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Though a juft man will chearfullf Ai£* 
£sr the ill opinion of others, he will no( 
lightly entertain an ill opinion againft 
them. For my part the flendereil ak 
lowance I can make to fuch as arc un» 
happy^ enough to incur the deceftation of 
their ipecies,, is that of being previoufr 
iy heard in their own defence^r It is a 
wife principle in Englilh law that re» 
quires the judge to come into court tO'^ 
tally uninformed^ of the merits of the 
caufe he is* to try \ and ta that principle 
I am deternained to conform as an indi- 
iFidual. I think it right to be feyere 
and inflexibfe in proceeding againft of- 
fenders, but the feverity P exereife in^* 
the fequel &all always be accom<» 
yanied with impartiality in the prehmi^ 
nary. 

While Mr* Forcftcr related to me 
tfaefc particulars, he obfcrved me rcadyr 
to break out into fome of the cxpref- 
fions which the narrative ibggefted^ but 

be 
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he would not fuffer mc to fpeak. No^ 
Williams, faid he; I would not hear 
Mr. Falkland againft you -^ neither will 
I hear you in your defence, I an> come 
to you at prefcht ta fpeak, and not to 
hear. I thought it became me to warii 
you of your danger, but I have nothing 
more to. do now. Reftrvc what you 
have to fay to the proper time* Make 
the beft ftory you can for yourfclf ; true^ 
if truth, 18 i b^e, will ferve your pui> 
pofe^ buty if not, the mdft plaufible 
ind ingenious you can invent. That i% 
an exertion which felf-defencfe requires 
from every man in cafes where, as it aU 
ways happens when a man is- put upoi> 
bis trial, he has the whole world againft 
him,, and has his own battle to fight 

againft the world. Farewell and God 
fend you a good deliverance! If Miv 
Falkland's accufation, whatever it be^ 
Ibail appear to be premature^ depend 

upoa 
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Upon having me mere zealoufly yovur 
friend than ever.. If . not^ this is the 
laft ad of friendfhip you will ever re- 
ceive from me ! 

It may be believed that this addrefs, 
ft) lingular^ fo iblemn, fo big with 
conditional menace, did not greatly 
tend to aflfuage my anxieties^ I was 
totally ignorant of the charge to be 
advanced againil me ; and not a little 
aftonifhed, when it was in my power 
to be in the mod: formidable degree 
the accufer of Mr. Falkland^ to find 
the principles of equity fo completelj/i 
reverfed, as for the innocent, but in* 
ftrufted individual to be the party ac^* 
cufed and fuffering, ihilead of havings 
as was juft, the real criminal at his 
mercy. I was flill more aftoniihed at 
the fupernatural power Mr. Falkland 
leemed to pofleis of bringing back 
by the moft irreMible means the ob- 
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jcft of his perfi^cution within the 
fphere of his authority; a reflexion 
attended with fome difcouragement to 
that thirft of independence which now 
conftituted the ruling paflion of my 
mind. 

But this was- no time for medita- 
tion. To the fufferer the courfe of 
events is taken out of his direction, 
and he is hurried along with an irrefifti- 
ble force, without finding it within tbd 
compafs of his efforts to check their 
rapidity. I was allowed only a very 
ihort time to recoiled: myfelf, when 
my trial commenced. I was condudt- 
ed ,to the library where I had paf- 
fed fy many happy and fo many con* 
templative hours, and found there Mr. 
Forefter and three or four of the fer- 
vants already ailembled in expectation 
of me and my accufer. Every thing 
was calculated to fuggeft to me that I 
muft truft only in the juftice of the 

parties 
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parties concerned, and had notliing to 
iope from their mercy. Mr. Falkland 
entered at one door, almoft as foon as I 
sneered at ihe othen 
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.£ began : It has been the principle 
of my life never to inflift a wilful in- 
jury upon any thing that lives ; I need 
not exprefs my regret when I find my- 
ielf obliged to be the promulgator oS a 
criminal charge. How gladly would I 
pafs unnoticed the evil I have fuftained ; 
but I owe it to fociety to detedt an o£Fen- 
dtVy and prevent other men from being 
impofed upon, as I have been, by an 
appearance of integrity. 

It would be better, interrupted Mr. 
Forefter, to fpeak direftly to the point. 
Wc ought not, though unwarily, by 
apologifing for ourfelves, to create at 
fuch a time a prejudice againil an indi< 
vidua], againft whom a criminal accu* 
fation will always be prejudice enough. 

3 I ftrongly 
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I ftrongly fufpcft, continued Mr. 
Falkland, this young man, who has- 
been peculiarly the obje6t of my kind- 
nefs, of having robbed me to a conii--' 
derablc amount. 

Whaf, replied Mr, Forefter, arc the 
grounds of your fufpicion ? 

The firft of them is the aftual lofs I 
have fullained in notes, jewels and plate. 
I have mifled bank notes to the amount 
of nine hundred pounds, three gold 
repeaters of extraordinary value, a com- 
plete fuit of diamonds the property of 
my late mother^ and feveral other ar- 
ticles. 

And why, continued my arbitrator, 
aftoniifament, grief, and a de(ice to retain 
his felf-pofleffion ftrongly contending in 
bis countenance and voice, do you fix 
on this young man as the inftrument of 
,. • ^ :^hlBr depredation ? 
j^ I found him, on my coming home 

upon the d^y when every thing was in 

confu- 
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diforder from the alarm of fire, in the 
very ad of quitting the private apartment 
where thefe things were depoGted. He 
was confounded at feeing me, and haf- 
tened to withdraw as foon as he pofllbly 
could. 

Did you fay nothing to him, take no 
notice of the confufion your fudden ap- 
pearance produced ? 

I afked what was his errand in that 
place. He was at firfl fo terrified and 
overcome that he could not anfwer mew 
\ Afterwards with a good deal of faltering 
he faid that, when all the fervants wer^ 
engaged in endeavouring to fave the 
moft valuable part of my property, he 
had come hither with the fame view; 
but that he had as yet removed nq^ 
thing. 

Did you immediately examine to fc« 
that every thing was fafe ? 

No. I was acouftomed to confide in 
his honefty, and I was fuddenly .oalled 

VoLt IL I away 
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away in the preient inflance to attend to 
the incrcafing progrefs of the flames. I 
therefore only took out the kty from 
the door of the apartment, having firft 
locked it, and, putting it in my pocket, 
haftened to go where my prcfence ieem- 
cd indifpenfibly neceflary. 

« 

How long was it . before you miflcd 
your property ? 

The fame evening. The hurry of 
the fcene had driven the circumftance 
entirely out of my mind, till going by 
accident near the apartment, the whole 
affair, together with the Angular and 
equivocal behaviour of Williams, ru(h- 
cd at once upon my recolleftion. I im- 
mediately entered, examined the cheft in 
which thefe things were contained, and 
to my aftonifhment found the locks bro- 
ken and the property gone. 

What fteps did you take upon this 
difcovery ? 

I fent for Williams, and talked to 

him 
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him very fcrioufly upon the fubjedt,. 
But he had now perfeftly recovered his 
ielf command, and calmly and ftoutly 
denied all knowledge pf the matter. I 
urged him with the enormoufnefs of the 
of&nce, but it made no impreflion. He 
did not difcover either the furprife and 
indignation one would have expcfted 
from a perfon entirely innocent, or the 
uneaiinefs that generally attends upon 
guik. He was rather filent and referv-! 
ed. I then informed him, that I Ihould 
proceed in a manner different from what 
he might perhaps expe<5t. I would not, 
as is too frequent in fuch cafes, make a 
general refearch, for I had rather lofe 
my property for ever without redrefs, 
than expofe a multitude of innocent 
perlbns to anxiety and injufticc. My 
fufpicion for the prefent unavoidably 
fixed upon him. But in a matter' of 
fo V great confequence I was determined 
not to a<ft upon fufpicion. I would 

I 2 neither 
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neither incur the poffibility of mining 
him being innocent, nor be the inftru- 
ment of expofing others to his depreda* 
tions, if guilty. I fliould therefore 
merely infift upon his continuing in my 
ibrvice. He might depend upon it he ' 
fliould be well watched^ and I truibed 
the whole truth would eventually ap- 
pear. Since he avoided conftflion now, 
I adviied him to confider how far it was 
likely he would come off with impu- 
nity, at laft. This I was determined on, 
that the moment he attempted an efcape, 
I. would confider that as an indication 
of guilt and proceed accordingly. 

Wh^t cjrcumftances have occurred 
from thgt time to th^ prcfent? 

None upon which I can infer a ccr- 

« 

tainty of guilt, Several that agree to 
favoj.ir a fufpicion. From that time 
Williams was perpetually uneafy in his 
fitua^tion, always defirous, as it now ap- 
pears, to efcape, but afraid to adopt ^ 

fuch 
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fuch a meafure without certain precau-* 
tions. It was not long after, that you, 
Mr. Forcfter, became my vifitor. I ob-^ 
ierved with diflatisfaftion the growing 
intercourfe between you, rcflefting on 
the equivocalnefs of his charader, and 
the attempt he would probably make to 
render you the dupe of his hypocrify. 
I accordingly threatened him feverely, 
and I believe you obferved the change 
that prefently after took place in his be- 
haviour with relation to you. 

I did, and it appeared at that time 
myfterioirs and extraordinary. 

Some time after, as yoo well know, a 
rencounter took place between you» 
whether Accidental or intentional on hi$ 
part I am not able to fay, when he con- 
fefled to you the uneafinefs of his mind 
without difcovering the caufe, and open- 
ly propofed to you to aflill him in hh 
flight, and (land in caie of neceflity be- 
tween him and my refehtment. You 

1 3 offered^ 
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offered, it feems, to. take him into your 
fervicc, but nothing, as he acknowled- 
ged, would anfwcr liis purpofe, that did 
not place his retreat wholly out of my 
power todifcovcr. 

Did it not appear extraordinary to 
you that he Ihould hope for any effec- 
tual protcftion from me, while it re- 
mained perpetually in your power to fa- 
tisfy me of his unworthinefs ? 

Perhaps he had hopes that I fhould 
not proceed to that ftep, at lead fo long 
as the place of his retreat Ihould be un- 
known to me, and of confequence the 
event of my proceeding dubious^ Per- 
haps he confided in his own powers, 
which are far from contemptible, to con- 
ftruft a plaufible tale, efpecially as he had 
taken care to have the firft impreflion in 
his favour. After all, this proceftion 
on your part was merely referved in cafe 
all other expedients failed. He does 
not appear to have 4iad any other fentU 

m<?nt 
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mcnt upon the fubjcft, than that, if he 
were defeated in his projefts for placing 
himlelf beyond the reach of juftice, it 
was better to have befpoken himfelf t 
place in your patronage than to be def- 
titute of every refource. 

Mr, , Falkland having thus finifhed 
his evidence, called upon Robert, the 
valet, to confirm that part of it which 
related to the day of the fire. 

Robert ftated, that he happened to be 
coming through the library that day a 
few minutes after Mr. Falkland*s being 
brought home by the fight of the fire, 
that he had found -me ftanding there 
with every mark of perturbation and 
fright, that he was fo ftruck with my 
appearance that he could not help Hop- 
ping to notice it, that he had fpoken to 
me two or three times before he could 
obtain an anfwer, and that all he could 
get from me at lafl-, was that f was the 
moft miferable creature, alive, 

1 4 He 
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He farther faid, that in the evening 
of the fame day Mr» Falkland called 
him into the private apartment adjoin- 
ing to the library, and bid him bring a 
hammered fome nails. He then Ihow- 
ed him a cheft {landing in the apart- 
ment with its locks and faftenings bro- 
ken, and ordered him to obferve and re^* 
member what he faw, but not to men- 
tion it to any one. Robert did not at 
that time know what Mr Falkland in- 
tended by thefe dircftions ; but he en- 
tertained no doubt that the faftenings 
were broken and wrenched by the appli* 
cation of a chiflel or fuch like inftru- 
mcnt with the intention of forcibly open- 
ing the cheft. 

Mr. Foreftcr obfcrved upon this^evi- 
dcnce, that as much of it as related to 
the day of the fire feemed indeed to af- 
ford powerful reafons for fufpicion, and 
that the circumftances that had occur- 
red fincc ftrangcly concurred to fortify 

that 
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that fu^icion. Meantime, that nothing 
proper to be done might be omitted, he 
propoled fearching my .bbxes to fee 
whether by that means any trace could 
be difcovered to confirm the imputation* 
Mr. Falkland treated this fuggeftioit 
(lightly, faying that, if I were the thief,. 
I had no doubt taken the precaution to 
obviate fo palpable a means of deteftioit. 
To this Mr/Forefter only replied,' that 
conjefture, however IkilfuUy formed, was 
not always realifed in the actions and be« 
haviour of mankind ; and ordered that 
my boxes and trunks fliould be brought 
into the library. The two that were firft 
opened contained nothing to confirm the 
accusation againft me ; in the third were 
found a watch and fcveral jewels that 
were immediately known to be the pro- 
perty, of Mr* Falkland. The produc* 
tion of this feemingly decifive evidence 
excited emotions of aftoniihment and 
concern; but no perlbn's aftoniihment 

1 5 appeared 
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appeared to be greater than that of Mr. 
Falkland. 

To the reft of the perfons prefcnt 1 
fecnied to be merely the fubjeft of detec- 
tion 5 but in reality I was of all the fpec- 
tators that individual who was mofl at a 

« 

lofs to conceive through every ftagc bf 
the fccne what would come next, and 
who liftencd to every word that was ut- 
tered with the mofl: uncontrolabk a- 
mazement. Amazement however alter- 
nately yielded the afcendancy to indig- 
nation and horror. At firft I could not 
refrain from repeatedly attempting ta 
interrupt ; but I was checked in theic 
attempts by Mr. Forefter, and 1 prefcnr- 
ly felt how neceflary it was to my fu- 
ture peace that 1 (hould colled the 
whole energy of my mind to repel the 
charge, and aflert my innocence. 

Every thing being now produced that 
could be produced againft mc^ Mr. Fo- 
refter turned to me with a look of con-. 

cern 
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ccm and pity, and told me that now 
was the time if I chofe to allege any 
thing in my defence. In reply to this 
invitation I fpoke nearly as follows r 

I am innocent. It is in vain that cir- 
cumflances are accumulated againft me: 
there is not a perfon upon earth lefs ca- 
pable than I of the things of which I 
am accufed. I appeal . to my heart ; I 
appeal to my looks ; I appeal t6 every 
fcntiment my tongue ever uttered. 

I could perceive that the fervour with 
which I fpoke made fomc impreflion: 
upon every one that heard me. But in 
a moment their eyes were turned upoi^ 
the property that lay before them, and 
tkeir countenances, changed^ I pFO^ 
ceeded : 

One thing more I mtift aver; Mh 
Falkland is not deceived : he perfedtljr 
knows that I am innocent. 

I had no. fooner uttered the& words; 

I 6 tham 
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than an involuntary ay of indignation 
burft from every perfon in the room, 
Mr. Forefler turned to me with a look 
of extreme feverity, and faid : 

Young man, confider well what you 
are doing ! It is the privilege of the 
party aocufed to fay whatever he thinks 
proper I and I will take care that you 
Ihall enjoy that privilege in its utmoft 
extent* But do you think it will con- 
duce in any refpedt to your benefit to 

throw ' out (uch infolent and intolerable 
infmuations ? 
. 1 thank you moil jdncerely, replied I, 
for your caution ; but I well know what 
it is that I am doing. I make this aver-^ 
4toenc not merely becaufe it is folemnly 
true, but becaufe it is infeparably coa- 
nested with my vindicatbn. I am tl^ 
party acQufed, and I ihall be told that I 
am not to be believed in my own (te- 
fente, I can- produce no other witnef- 

ics 
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Ics of my innocence i I tl^refore call 
upon Mr. Falkland to be my evidence, 
I aik bim» 

Did you never boaft to me in private 
of your power to ruin me? Did you 
never fay that, if once I brought on my- 
felf the wei^t of your difpleafurc, axgt 
fall (hould be irreparable i Did you not 
tell me that^ though I ihould prepare in 
that cafe a tale ever fo plaufible or ever 
fo true, you would take care that tht 
whole world Ihould execrate me as an 
impoftor? Were not thofe your very 
wards ? Did you nc^ add that my inno* 
cence fhould be of no &rvice to me^ 
and that you laughed at fo feeble a de^ 
fence ? I aik you farther, Did you not 
receive a ktter from me the mori^ing of 
the day on which I departed^ requeft* 
ing your confcnt to my departure? 
Should I have done that, if my flight 
had been that of a thief? I chalknge 
any man to reconcile the expreffions of 

that 
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that letter with thia accufatbn. Should 
I have begun with ftating that I had 
conceived a dcfire to quit your fcrvice, 
if my deiire and the reafons for it had 
been of the nature that is now allied ?' 
Should I have dared to aik for what 
reafon I was thus fubjeded to an eternal 
penance ? 

Saying this, I took out a copy of 
my letter and laid it open upon the 
table. 

Mr. Falkland returned no immedvair 
anfwer to my interrogations. Mr. Fo* 
refter turned to him, and faid, Well, fir, 
what is your reply to- this challenge of 
your fervant ? 

Mr. Falkland anfwered : Such a 
mode of defence hardly ftands in need 
of a reply. But I anfwer, I held no 
ftich converfation 5 I never ufcd fuch 
words i I received no fuch letter; Sure* 
ly it is no fufficient rebutter of a crimi- 
nal charge, that the criminal repels what- 

is. 
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is alleged ^ainft him with volubility of 
fpcech and intrepidity of manner ? 

Mr. Forcftefi then turned to doc. If, 
faid he, you truft your vindication to 
the plaufibility of your talc, you muft 
take care to render it confident and 
compete. You have not told us what 
was the caufc of the confufion and anx- 
iety in which Robert profeiles to have 
found you, why you were fo impatient 
to quit the fcrvice of Mr. Falkland, or 
how you account for certain' atticks of 
his property being found in your poC- 
fdllon I 

All that, fir„ anfwered I, is true* 
There are certain parts of my llory that 
1 have not told. If they were told,, they 
would not contribute to my diladv^n* 
tage, and they would make the prefent 
accufatioa appear ftill more aftonilhing* 
iut I cannot^ as yet at Icaft, prevail 
ypon myfclf to tell them. Is it neccf- 
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fary to give any particular and preciie 
reafons why I (hould wifli to change the 
place <rf my relidence ? You all of you 
know the unfortunate Hate of Mr. Falk** 

• 

land's mind. You koow the fterhnefs^ 
refervedneis and dillance of his mannersj 
If I had no other reafims, furely it would 
afibrd fmall prefumption of criminality 

X that I ihould wilh to change his fervice 
fix: anotfaen 

The qtieftion oi ^ how the& articles 
of Mr« Falkland*^ property came to be 
found in my pcriSeffion is mQfe materid» 
It is a queftion I am wholly unable to 

. anfwen Their being found there was 
at leaft as unexpected to me ^ to any 
One of the peribns now prefent. I only 
know that^ as I have the moft perfe^ 
aflurance of Mr, Falkland's being con* 
icious of my innocence, for, obfcfvef I 
do not (brink from that (afiertion^. I rei- 
terate it with new confidence > I there^ 

fore 
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fore firmly and from my foul believe 
that their being there is of Mr. Falk- 
land's contrivance. 

I no fooner faid this, than I was again 
interrupted by an involuntary cxclama* 
tion. from every one prcfent. Thcy^ 
looked at me with furious glances, as if 
they could have torn me to pieces. I 
proceeded : 

I have now anfwcred every thing that 
is alleged again(t me. 

Mr. Forefter, you are a lover of juf. 
dee I I conjure you not to violate it ia 
my perfon. You are a man of pene^ 
tration ; look at me, do yov fee any 
of the marks of guilt? Recoiled; all 
that has ever pafled under your obfer* 
vatiori; is it compatible with a mind 
capable of what is now alleged ^gainft 
me ? Could a real criminal have ihown 
himfelf fo unabafhed, compofed and firm 
as I hiave now done ? 

Fellow fervants ! Mr. Falkland is « 

man 
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man of rank and fortune ; he is your 
mafter. I am a poor country' lad with- 
out a friend in the world. That is a 
ground of real difference to a certain ex- 
tent ^ but it is not a fufiicient ground 
for the fubverfion of juftice. Remem- 
ber, that I am in a fituation that is not 
%o be trifled with, that a decifion given 
againit me now, in a cafe in which I fo* 
lemnly affure you I am innocent^ will 
for ever deprive me of reputation and 
peace of mind, combine the whole 
world in a league againft. me, and deter- 
mine perhaps upon my liberty and my 
life. . If you believe, if you fee, if you 
know that I am innocent, fpeak for me. 
Do not fufFer a pufillanimous timidity to 
prevent you from faving a fellow crea- 
ture from deftruftion, who does not 
defcrve to have a human being for hisene^ 
my. Why have we the power of fpcech, 
but to communicate our thoughts ? 1 
will never believe that a man c^n- 

fcious 
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fcious of innocence, cannpt make other 
men perceive that he has that thought. 
Do not you feel that my whole heart 
tells me, I am not guilty of what is im- 
puted to me ? 

• To you, Mr. Falkland, I have no- 
thing to fay. I know you, and know 
that you are impenetrable. At the very 
moment that you are urging fuch odious 
charges againft me, you admire my re- 
folution and forbearance. But I have 
nothing to hope from you. You caa 
look upon my ruin without pity orre- 
morfe* I am moft unfdrtunate indeed 
in having to do with fuch an adverfary. 
You oblige me to fay ill things of you ; 
but I appeal to your own heart whether 
it is not in my power to fay infinitely 
worfe. ' 

Every thing that could be alleged oa 
either fide being now concluded, Mr.. 
Forefter undertone to make fome re- 
marks upon the whole. Williams, faid 
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he, the charge againft you is heavy j 
the direct evidence ftrong ; the corro- 
borating circumftances numerous and 
jlriking. I grant that you have fhown 
confiderable dexterity in your anfwers 5 
but you will learn, young man, to your 
coft, that dexterity, however powerful it 
may be in certain cafes, will availlittle 
againft the ftubbornnefs of truth. It is 
fortunate for mankind that the empire 
of talents has its limitations, and that it 
is not' in the power of ingenuity to iub^ 
vert the diftin&ions of r^ht and wrong; 
Take my word for it, that the true mc^ 
rits of the cafe againft you will be too 

# 

ftrong for fophiftry to overturn, that 
juftice will prevail, and impotent m,a« 
iice be defeated. 

To you, Mr. Falkland, fociety is ob-^ 
liged for having placed this black af- 
fair in its true light. Bo not fufFer the 
malignant afperfions of the criminal to 

give you any uneafinefs. Depend upon 

• 
It 
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it that they will be found of no weights 
I have no doubt that your charader in, 
the judgment of every perfon that has 
heard them ftands higher than ever. We 
feel for your misfortune in being obli* 
ged to hear fuch calumnies, from a per* 
ion who has^ injured you ib gn)fsly« But 
you muft be confidered in that refpe£i: 
as a martyr in the public caufe. The 
purity of your motives and diipolitions. 
sure beyond the reach of malice i and 
truth and equity will not fail to award 
to yoyr calumniator infamy, and to you 
the love and approbation of mankind, 

I have now told you, Williams, what 
I think of your c^fe. But I have no 
nght to aflume to be your ultimate 
judge* Defperate as it appears to me, 
I. will give you one piece of advice as if 
I were retained as a counfel to aflift you. 
Leave out of it whatever tells to the dif- 
advantage of Mr. Falkland. Defend your- 
ielf as well, as you ca^,^ but do not at* 

5 tack 
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tack your mafter. It is your bufinefi 
to create in thofc that hear you a prc- 
pofleffion in your favour* But the re- 
crimination you have been now prafti- 
fing will always create indignation. Dif« 
honcfty will admit of fome pallia- 
tion. ' The deliberate malice you have 
now been {bowing is athoufahd times 
more atrocious. It proves you to have 
the mind of a demon rather than a felon. 
Wherever you Ihall repeat it, thofe who 
hear you will pronounce you guilty up* 
cin that, even if the proper evidence 
againft you were glaringly defective. If 
therefore you would confult your in- 
tcrcft, which feemsto be your only con- 
fideration, it Is incumbent upon you by 
all means immediately to rctra<5t that. 
If you defire to be believed honeft, you 
muft in the firft place fhow that you 
have a due fenfe of merit in others*. 
You cannot better ferve your caufe than * 
by begging pardon of your matter, and 

doing 
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doing homage to reftitudc and worth 
even when they are employed in ven- 
geance againft you. 

It is eafy to conceive that my mind 
fuftained an extreme ihock from the de« 
cifion of Mr. Forefter 5 but his caH up- 
on me to rctraft and humble myfelf be- 
fore my accufcr penetrated my* whole 
foul with indignation. I anfwered : 

I have already told you I am inno- 
cent. I believe that I could not endure 
the' effort of inventing a plaufible de- 
fence, if it were otherwife. Y6u have 
juft|affirmed that it is not in the power 
of ingenuity to fubvert the diftinftions 
of right and wrong, and in that very 
moment I find them fubverted. This is 
indeed to me a very awful . moment. 
New to the world, I know nothing of 
its affairs but what has reached me by 
rumour, or is recorded in books. I 
have conie into it with all the ardour 
and confidence infcparable from my 

years. 
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jjtzrs. In eveiy fellow* being I expefted to 
l|ad 9 friend. I am unpradifed in its wiles, 
and have even no acquaintance with 
its injuftice* I have done nothing to 
4eierve the animofity of mankind, but, 
if I may judge from the prcfent fccne, 
I am from henceforth to be deprived 
of the benefits of integrity and honour. 
I am to forfeit tlw ff iendihip of evay 
one I have hitherto known, and lo be 
precluded from the power of acquiring 
that of others. I mufl therefore be re* 
duced to derive my fatisfa&ion froni 
ipyfelf* Depend upon it I will not be- 
gin that carreer by diihonourable con- 
ceflions. If I am to defpair of the good 
will of other men, I will at lead main- 
tain the independence of my own mind« 
Mr. Falkland is my implacable enemy. 
Whatever may be his merits in othef 
rqfpcds, he is afting towards me with- 
out humanity,, without remorfe and 
without principle. Do you think I will 

CTCf 
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ever make any fubmiflions to a man by 
whom I am thus treated^ that I will fall 
down at the feet of one who is to me 
^ devil, or kifs the hand that is red with 
my blood ? 

4n that refpect, anfwcrcd Mr, Foref- 
ter, 60 as you ihalVthink proper. I muft 
cohfefs that your firmnefs and confift* 
ency altonifh fne. They add fometh^ng 
to what I had conceived of human powers. 
Perhaps you have chofen the part which 
all things confidered may ferve your 
purpofe beft, though I think more mo- 
deration would be more conciliating. 
The exterior of innocence will, I grant, 
(iagger the perfons who may have the 
dirc6tion of your fate, but it will never 
be able to prevail againft plain and in- 
controvertible fads. But I have done 
with you. I fee in a you a new inftancc 
of that abufc which is fo generally made 
of talents the admiration of an undif^ 
cerning public. I regard you with hor- 
Vol. II. K ror. 
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ror. All that remains is that I fhould 
difcharge my duty in configning you as 
a monftcr of depravity to the jufticc of 
your country. 

No, rejoined Mr. Falkland, to that I 
can never confent. I have put a se- 
ftraint upon myfelf thus far, becaufe it 
was right that evidence and enquiry 
fliould take their courfe, I have fup- 
pr^flcd all my habits and fentiments, be- 
caufe it feemed due to the public that 
hypocrify (hould be unmaflccd. But I 
can fufit^r this violence no longer. I have 
through my whole life interfered to pro- 
teft, not overbear the fufFerer; and I 
xnuft do (o now. I feel not the fnialleft 
rcfentment of his impotent attacks upon 
my charafter; 1 fmile at their malice; 
and they make no diminution in my be- 
{ nevolence to their author. Let him fay 
what he plcafcs ; he cannot hurt mc« 
It was proper that he fliould be brought 
to public fhame, that other people might 

.not 
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not be deceived by him as we have been. 
But there is no neccflity for proceeding 
any farther; and I muft infift upon it 
that he be permitted to depart wherever 
he pleafes, I am forry that public in- 
tereft affords To gloomy a prolpeft for 
his future happineis. 

Mr. Falkland, anfwered Mr. Forcfter, 
thefe fcntiraents do honour to your hu- 
manity ; but I muft not give way to 
them. They only ferve to fet in a 
ftronger light the venom of this fer- 
pent, this monfter of ingratitude, who 
firft robs his bcnefador, and then re- 
viles him. Wretch that you are, will 
nothing move you? Are you inacccfli- 
ble to remorfc ? Are you not ftruck t6 
the heart with the unmerited goodneli 
x>f your maftcr ? Vile calumniator ! you 
are the abhorrence of nature, the oppro- 
brium of the human fpecies, and the 
earth can only be freed from an infup*. 
portable burthen by your being extern 

K 2 minated ! 
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minated ! RecoUedt, fir, that this villain, 
at the very moment that you are exerci- 
fing fuch unexampled forbearance in his 
behalf, hais the prefumption to charge' 
you with profeeuting a crime of which 
you know him to be innocent, nay, with 
having conveyed the pretended ftolen 
goods among his property for the ex* 
prefs purpofe of ruining him. .By this 
unexampled villainy he makes it your 
duty to free the world from fuch a jjeft, 
and your interefi: to admit no relaxing in 
your purfuic of him, left the world 
ihould be perfuaded by your clemency 
to credit his vile infinuations. 

I care not for confequcnccs, replied 
Mr. Falkland, 1 will obey the di6Vates of 
my own mind. I will never lend my per- 
fonal affiftance to the- reforming mankind 
by axes and gibbets ; I am fure things 
W!*ill never go well, t'll honour and not 
law be the didator of mankind, till 
vice is uught to fhrink before the re- 

fiftlefa 
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fittlefs might of inborn dignity, and not 
before the cold formality of ftatutcs. If 
my calumniator were worthy of my re- 
ientment I would chaftifc him with my 
own fword, and not that of the magi- 
flrate ^ but in the prefent cafe I fmile at 
his malice^ and refolve to fpare him^ 
as the generous lord of the foreil fpares 
the iofedt that would difturb his re* 
j>ofe. 

The language you now hold, faid 
Mr. Forefter^ is that of romance, and 
not of reafon. Yet I cannot but be 
rftrUck with the contraft exhibited be- 
fore me of the magnanimity of virtue 
and the obftinate, impenetrable injuf- 
tice of guilt. While your mind over- 
flows with goodnefs, nothing can touch 
the heart of this thrice bred villain, 1 
ihall never forgive myfelf for having 
once been entrapped by his deteftable 
arts. This js no time for us to fettle 
the queilidn between chivalry and law« 

K3 lihalL 
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I (hall therefore fimply infift as a ma- 
giftrate, having taken the evidence in 
this felofTjr, upon my right and duty of 
following the courfc of juftice, and 
committing the accufed to the county 
jaih 

After fomc farther conteft Mr. Falk- 
land, finding Mr. Forefter obftinatc and 
imprafticablc, withdrew his oppofition. 
Accordingly a proper officer w^s fum^ 
moned from the neighbouring village, 
a mittimus made out, and one of Mr. 
Falkland's carriages prepared to con- 
dudt mc to the place cf euftody. It 
will eafily be imagined that this fudden 
reverfc was very painfully felt by me, 
I looked round on the fcrvants, who had 
been the fpcctators of my examination, 
but not one of them either by v/ord or 
gefture exprcfled'any compaffion for my 
calamity. The robbery of which 1 was 
accufed appeared to them atrocious from 
its magnitude, and whatever fparks of 

com- 
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compaflion might otherwife have fprung 
up in their ingenuous and undifciplined 
minds, were totally obliterated by indig- 
nation at my fuppbfed profligacy in re- 
criminating upon their worthy and ex- 
cellent matter. My fate being already 
determined, and one of the fervants 
difpatched for the officer, Mr. Forefter 
and Mr. F^kland withdrew, and left^ 
me ih the cullody of two others. 

One of thefe was the fervant who 
had gone in purfuit of me and found 
me at the market'town from whence I 
had intended totake coach for London. 
I was willing accurately to difcover the 
ftate of mind of thofe who had been wit- 
nefles of this fcene;, and who had had. 
fome previous opportunity of obfefv- 
ing my charaftcr and manners. I there- 
fore endeavoured to open a converfation 
with him. Well, my good Thomas, 
faid I, in a querulous tone and with a 

K4 hefv# 
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hcfitating^manncr, am I not a moft mt- 
fcrabic creature ? 

Do not fpeak to me, matter Wil- 
liams ! You have given me a (hock that 
I (hall not get the better of for one 
while. You were hatched by a hen, as 
the faying is^ but you came of the fpawn 
of a cockatrice. I am glad to mjr 
heart, th^ honeft farmer WiUiams is 
dead, your villainy would elfe have 
made him curfe the day thgt ever 4ie was 
born. 

Thomas, I am innocent ! I (j^car jby 
the great God that (ball jqdge me ano* 
» iher day, I am innocent ! 

Pray, do not fwear! for goodncfs 
fake, ^o not fwear I Your poor foul is 
damned enough without that. For your 
fake, lad, I will never take any body's 
word, nor truil: to appearances, thof it 
fliould be an angel. Lord blefs us! 
how fmoothly you palavered it over, for 

\\\ 
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all the world as if you had been as 
fair as a new-born babe! But it will 
not do ; you will never be able to pcr- 
fuade people that black is white. For 
my own part I have done with you. 
I loved you yefterday, all one as if you 
had been my own brother. To-day 
I love you fo well, that I would go 
ten miles with all the picafure in life to. 
fee you hanged. 

Good God ! Thomas, have you thcr 
heart ? What a change. ! I call God to 
witnefs I have done nothing to defervc 
ir ! What a world do we live in ! 

Hold your tongue, boy ! It makes 
my very heart fick to hear you ! I 
would not lay a night under the fame roof 
with you for all th- world ! I (hould 
expert the houfe to fall and crufh fuch 
wickednefsf I admire that the earth 
dpes not open and fwallow you alive! 
It is poifoa fo much as to look at you ! 

K5 If 



iOl ADVENTURES OF 

If you go on at this hardened rate, I be- 
lieve from my foul that the people you 
talk to will tear you to pieces, and you 
will never live to come to the gallows. 
Oh, yes, you do well to pity yourfclf : 
poor, tender thing.!' that fpit venom all 
round you like a toad, and leave the 
very ground upon which you crawl in- 
fc(5ted with your (lime. 

Finding the perfon with whom I 
talked thus impenetraSle to all 1 could 
fay, and confidermg that the advair- 
tage to be gained was but fmall even 
if I could overcome his prepoflcflioir, 
J took his advice and was filent. It 
was not much longer before every 
thing was prepared for my depar- 
ture, and I was conduced to the fame 
prifon which had fo lately incloied 
the wretched and innocent Hawkinses. 
They too had been the viftims of Mr. 
Falkland. He cichibited, upon a very 

con-^ 
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contraded fcale indeed, but in which the 
truth of delineation was faithfully fuf- 
tained, a copy of what monarchs arc, 
who reckon among the inflrunfieiits of 
their power prifons qf ftatc. 
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R my own part I had never fcen 
a prifon^^^and like the majority of my 
brethren had given myfelf little concern 
to enquire what was the condition of 
thofe who committed offence againft, or 
became obnoxious to fufpicion from the 
community, Ohj how enviable is the 
mofl: tottering fhcd under which the la- 
bourer retires to reft, compared with 
the refidence of thefe walls ! 

To me every thing was new, the 
mafTy doors, the refounding locks, the 
gloomy paffages, the grated windows,, 
and the charafteriftic looks of the keep- 
ers, accuftomed to rcjcflt every petition^ 
and to ftcel their hearts againft feeling 
and pity. Curiofity and a fenfe of my 
fituation induced me to fix my eyes oa 

the 
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the faces of the(e men, but in a fcff^ 
minutes I drew them away with unconr 
querable loathing. It is impofllble to 
defcribe the (on of fq^ualidnefs and iiltb 
with which thefe manfions are diftin- 

• 

guilhed. . I have fecn dirty faces in dir-^ 
ty apartments,, which have nev^rthelefs^^ 
borne the imprefllon ^of healthy and- 
Ipoke carekfihefs and levity rather 
than diftrcfs. But the dirt of a prifon^ 
fpeaks fadnefs to the heart, and appears;. 
to be already in a ftate of putridity and 
infeftion, 

I was detained for more than an hour 
in the apartment of the keeper, one 
turnkey after another coming in, that 
they might make themfclves familiar 
with my perfon. As I was already 
cqnfidcred as guilty of felony to a con* 
liderable amount,. I underwent a rigo* 
rous fear ch,. and they took from me a. 
{)eBknife, a pair of fciflars and that part 
iji my CQoney which was in gold. It 

was 
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was debated whether or not thefe Ihoufd 
be fcaled up, to be returned to me, as 
they faid, as foon as I (hould be acquit- 
ted ; and had I not difplayed an unex- 
pected firmnefs of manner and vigour of - 
^xpoftulation, fuch was the conduct 
that would have been purfued. Having 
undergone thefe ceremonies, I was thruft 
into a day room in which all the per- 
ions then under confinement for felony 
were aflembled, to the number of eleven. 
Each of them was too much engaged in 
his own refiedions to take notice of me^ 
Of thefe two were imprifoned for horfe- 
ftealing, and three for having ilolen 
a flieep, one for fhop lifting, one for 
coining, two for highway robbery and 
two for burglary. 

The horfe Healers were engaged in a 
game at cards,, which was prcfently in- 
terrupted by a difference of opinion, at;. 
tended with great vociferation, they callr 
iog upon one and another to decide it ta 

no* 
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no "purpofc, one paying no attention to 
their ftrmmons, and another leaving them 
in the midftof thcirftory, being no longer 
able to^ endure his own internal anguilh 
in the midft of their mummery. 

It is a cuftom among thieves to con- 
ftitute a fort of mock tribunal of their 
own body/ from whofe declfion every • 
one is informed whether he (hall be ac- 
quitted, refpited or pardoned, as well 
as refpeiting the moft (kilful way of 
condufting his defence. One of the 
houfebreakers who had already pafled 
this ordeal was flalking up and down 
the room with a forced bravery, ex- 
claiming to his companion that he was 
as rich as the duke of Bedford himfelE 
He had five guineas and a half, which 
was as much as he could poflibly fpend 
in the courfe of the enfuing month, and 
what happened after that it was Jack 
Ketch's bufinefs to fee to, not his. As 
he uttered thcfc words he threw himfelf 

>ibruptly 
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sibruptly upon a bench diat was near 
hitn, and feemed to be afleep in a nK>- 
menc. But his fleep was uneafy and di£- 
turbedy his breathing was hard, and at 
intervals had rather the nature of a 
groan. A young fellow from the other 
fide of the room came foftly fuddenly 
to the place where he lay with a large 
knife in his hand, and prefTed the bade 
of it with fuch violence ^upon his neck^. 
the head hanging over the fide of the 
bench, that it was not till after feveraL 
efforts that he was able to rife.. Oh,, 
Jack ! cried this manual jefter, I had 
almoft done your bufineis for you ! The 
other cxprefled no marks of rcfentmenty 
but fuUenly anfwered. Damn you, why 
did not you take the edge? It would 
have been the bed thing you have done 
this many a day * ! 

♦ This incident really occurred^ and vras witneflcd* 
l^y a friend of the author .a few years iince in New- 
gitc. 

$ The 
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The cafe of one of the pcrfons com- 
mitted for highway robbery was not a 
little e;Ktraordinary. He was a common 
foldkr, of a moft engaging phyfiogno- 
my, and two and twenty years of age. 
The profecutor, who had been robbed 
one evening as he returned very late 
from the akhoufe^ of the fum of three 
IhillingiBy fwore pofitively to his perfon^ 
The character of the prifoner was fucli 
gs has feldom been equalled. The mean* 
n€& of his condition did not preclude 
him frpm fkc purfuit qf intelle(flual cuIp 
tivation; and he drew his favourite 
amufement from the works of Virgil 
and Horace. His integrity had been 
proverbially great. In one inftance he 
had been employed by a lady to convey 
a fym of «a thoufand pounds to a perfpa 
at fome miles diftance: in another he 
was intruded by a gentleman during his. 
ab fence with the care of his hoqfe and fur-. 

nitun 
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liiturc to the value of at Icaft five tirne^ 
that fum. His habits of thinking were 
peculiar, full of juftice, fimplicity and 
wifdom. He from time to time earned 
money of his officers by his peculiar ex- 
cellence in furbilhing arms ; but he de- 
clined offers that had been made him to 
become a feijeant or a corporal, faying^ 
that he did not want money, and that in 
a new fituation he fhould have lefs ^eifure 
for ftudy. He was equally conftant in 
refiTfing prefents that were oflfered him 
by perfons that had been ftruck with 
his merit: not that he was under the 
influence of falfe delicacy and pride, but 
that his confcience would not allow him 
to accept that, the want of which he 
did not feel to be an evil. This man 
died while 1 was in prifon. I received 
his laft breath ♦. 

• A ftory extremely fimilar te this is to be founi 
in the Newgate Calendar» Vol. !• p. 382. 

The 
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The whole day I was obliged to fpend 
in the company of thcfe men, fomc of 
them having really committed the ac- 
tions laid to their charge, others whom 
their ill fortune had rendered the vic- 
tims of fufpicion. The whole was a 
fcenc of mifcry fuch as nothing Ihort of 
a£lual obfervation can fugged to the 
mind. Some were noify and obilrepe- 
Tous, endeavouring by a falfe bravery 
to keep at bay the remembrance of their 
condition «, while others, incapable even 
of this effort, had the torment of their 
thoughts aggravated by the perpetual 
noife and confufion that prevailed 
around them. In the faces of thofe 
who aflumed the moft courage you 
might trace the furrows of anxious carcj^ 
and in the midft of their laboured, hila- 
rity dreadful ideas would ever and anon 
intrude, convulGng their features. and 
working every line into an expreffion of 
the kecncft agony. To thefe men the 

fun 
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fun brought no return of joy. Day af- 
ter day rolled on, but their ilate was itiw 
mutable. Exiftence was to them a thea- 
tre of invariable melancholy ; every mo- 
ment was a moment of anguilh, yet did 
they wifh to prolong that moment^ fcar« 
ful that the coming period would bring 
a feverer fate. They thought of the 
paft with infupportable repentance, each 
man contented to give his right hand^ 
to have again the choice of that peace 
ind liberty which he had unthinkingly 
bartered away. We talk of inftrument$ 
of torture; Engliihmen'take .credit to 
themfelves for having baniihed the ufe 
of them from their happy (hore ! Alas, 
be that has obferved the fecrets of a pri- 
fori^ well knows that there is infinitely 
more torture in the lingering exiftence 
of a criminal, in the filent, intolerable 
minutes that he fpends, than in the taa- 
gible miiery of whips and racks ! 
Such were our days,^ At fun fct our 

jailors. 
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jailors appeared, and ordered each mah 
to come aWajr, and be locked into his 
dungeon. It was a bitter aggravation 
of our fate to be under the arbitrary 
control of tbefe fellows. They felt no 
man's forrow; they were of all men 
leaft capable of any fort of feeling. 
They had a barbarous and fullen plea- 
fure in iiTuing .their detefted mandates, 
and oblerving the mourivful reludance 
with which they were obeyed. What^ 
ever they direfted, it was in vain to ex- 

It^ulate ; fetters and bread and water 
were the fure confequences of reftftance. 
Their tyranny had no other limit than 
their own caprice ; to whom fhall the 
onfortuhate felon appeal ? To what pur- 
pofe complain, when his complaints are 
fure to be received with incredulity ? A 
tale of mutiny and neceflary precaution 
is the unfailing refuge of the keeper, 
and this tale is an everlailing b^ againfl 
rcdrefs. . 

Our 
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Our dungeons wcne cells, 74^ feet hf 
ffi, below the furface of the ground, 
damp, without window, light or air, ex- 
cept from a few holes worked for that 
purpofe in the door. In fome of thcfc 
miferable receptacles three perfons were 
put to fleep together*. I was fortu- 
nate enough' to have one to myfelf. It 
was nov/ the approach of winter. Wc 
were not allowed to have candles ; and, 
as I have already faid, were thruft in 
here at fun fet and not liberated till the 
returning day. This was our fituatio? 
for fourteen or fifteen hours out of the 
four and twenty. I had never been ac- 
cuftonied to fleep more than fix or liven 
hours, and my inclination to fleep was 
now lefs than ever. Thus was I re- 
duced to fpend half my day in this 
dreary abode and in complete darkncfs* 
This was no trifling aggrav^ation of my 
bt. 
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Among my melancholy refleftions I 
tafked my memory, and counted over 
the d<x)rs, the locks, the bolts, the 
chains, the malTy walls and grated win- 
dows that were between me and liberty. 
Thcfe, faid I, are the engines that ty. 
ranny fits down in cold and ferious me- 
ditation to invent. This is the empire 
that man exercifes over man. Thus is 
a being, formed to expatiate, to a£t, to 
fmile aiid enjoy, reftridbed and benumb* 
ed. How great muft be his depravity 
or heedlefTnefs who vindicates this fcheme 
for changing health and gaiety and fc- 
renity, into the wannefe of a dungeon 
and the deep furrows of agony and de- 

fpair ! 

Thank God, exclaims the Englifti- 

man, we have no Baftille! Thank God,' 
with us no man can be puniflied with- 
out a crime! Unthinking wretch! Is 
that a country of liberty where thou- 
fands languifti in dungeons and fetters ? 

Go, 
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O09 go, ignorant fool! and vific the 
icenes of our prifons! witnefs their un- 
vholefomends, their filth, che tyranny of 
their governors, the mifcry of their in- 
mates ! After that Ihow me the num iharM* 
leis enough to triumph, and fay, England 
has no Baftille ! Is there any charge fo 
frivolous upon which men are not con- 
figned to thefe detefted abodes ? Is 
there any villainy that is not pra<5lifed 
by juflices and profecutors ? But againft 
^11 this, perhaps you have been told, 
there is redrcfs. Yes, a redrefs, that it 
is the confummation of infult fo much 
^as to namel Where (hall the poor 
wretch, reduced to the laft defpair, and 
<o whom acquittal perhaps comes juft 
time enough to fave him from perilhing, 
-—where Ihall this man find leifure, and 
much kfi^ money, to fee counfel and of- 
ficers, and purchafe; the tedious, dear- 
bought remedy of the law ? No, he is 
too happy to leave his dungeon and the 

* memory 
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memory of his dungeon behind him; 
and the fame tyranny and wanton pp- 
preQion become the inheritance of his 
fucccQbr. 

For myfelf I looked round upon my 
walls, and forward upon the premature 
death 1 had too much reafon to expedt ; 
I confultcd my own heart that whiipered 
nothing but innocence ; and I faid, This 
is Ibciety. This is the objeA, the dif- 
tribution of juftice, which is the end of 
human reafon. For this fages have 
toiled, and the midnight oil has been 
wafled. This! 

The reader will forgive this digrelfion 
from the immediate lubjeft of my ftory. 
If it fliould be fjiid, thefe are general re- 
marks ; let it be remembered that they 
are the dear bought refult of experi* 
ence. It is from the fulnefs of a burft- 
ing heart that inveftive thus flows to 
my pen. Thefe are not the declama- 
tions of a man defirous to be eloquent. 

Vol. II. L I have 
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I have felt the iron of flavery grating 
upon my foul. 

I believed that mifery, more pure than 
that which I now endured, had never 
fallen to the lot of a human being, I 
r^coUedted with aftonilhment my puerile 
eagernefs to be brought to the teft and 
have my innocence examined. I execra- 
ted it as the vileft and moft infufFerablc 
pedantry. I exclaimed in the bitternefs of 
my heart. Of what value is a fair fame ? 
It is the jewel of men formed to beamufed 
with baubles. Without it I might have 
had ferenity of heart and chearfulnefs of 
occupation, peace and liberty; why 
fliould I confign my happinefs to other 
men's arbitration ? But, if a fair fame 
were of the moft inexpreffible value, is 
this the method which common fcnic 
would prefcribe to retrieve it ? The lan- 
guage which thefe inftitutions hold out to 
the unfortunate is, Come^ and be Ihut out 
from the light of* day, be the aiTociate 

of 
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of thofe whom fociety has marked out 
for her .abhorrence, be the flavc of jail- 
ers, be loaded with fetters ^ thus (hall 
you be cleared from every unworthy 
afperfion, and reftored to reputation and 
honour ! This is the confolation Ihe af- 
fords to thofc whom malignity or folly, 
private pique or unfounded pofitivenels 
have without the fmalleft foundation 
loaded with calumny. For myfclf I 
felt my own innocence, and I foon found 
upon enquiry that three fourths of thofc 
who are regularly fubjeded to a fimilar 
treatment, are petfons, whom even with 
all the fupercilioufnefs and precipitation 
of our courts of juftice no evidence can 
be found .fufEcient to convict. How 
flender then mult be that man's portion 
of information and difcernment^ who is 
willing to commit his charafter and wel- 
fare to fuch guardianlhip !' 

But my cafe was even worfc than this. 
I intimately f^t that a trial, fuch as in^. 

L 2 ftitutioa 
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ftitution is able to make it, i« only the 
worthy fcquel of fuch a beginning. 
What chance had I, after the purgation 
I was DOW fufiering, that I ihould come 
out acquitted at laft ? What probability 
was there that the trial I had juft en* 
durcd in the houfe of Mr. Falkland was 
not juft as fair as any tha^ might be ex* 
pe&ed to follow ? No^ I already antici- 
. pated my own condemnation. 

Thus was I cut off for e^er from all 
that exiftence has to beftow^fjom all 
the high hopes I had fo often conceived, 
fjFom all the future excellence my foul 
fg much delighted to imagine, to fpend 
a few weeks in a miierable prifon, and 
tben to perilh by the hand of the pub- 
lic ex^utioner. ^ No language can do 
juftice to the indignant and foul-iicken* 
log loathing that thefe ideas excited. 
My refentment was not reftrifted to my 
ptiofecutor, but extended itfelf to take 
IB the wiK>Ie machine of human ifeciety. 

3 I could 
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I could never believe that all this was 
the fair refult of inftitutions infeparabic 
from the general good. I regarded the 
whole human fpecies as fo many bang- 
men and torturers. I cooHdered them 
as confederated to tear me to pieces § 
and this wide fcene of inexorable perfe- 
cution ii>(ii<5ted upon nie inexpreffibie 
agony. I looked on this fide and oii 
ihiit ; I was innocent ^ I had a right to 
ocpcf): afliilance; but every heart was 
flecled againft me ; every hand was rcsi* 
dy to lend its force to make my rma 
fecure. No man that has noc fete ixl 
bis own moft momentous concerns yai^ 
tice, eternal troth, unalterable cqinty ea^ 
gaged in his behalf, and on the otheis 
fide brute force, impenetrable obftinacf 
and unfeeling infolence, can imagine the 
fcnfations that then paffed through my 
mind. I faw treachery triumphant and 
enthroned; I faw the finews of irmo^ 
jccnce crumbled into duft by the gripe 
o# almighty guilt. 

L 3 What 
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What relief had I from thefe fenfa- 
tions ? Was it relief that I fpent the day 
in the midft . of profligacy and execra- 
tions, that I faw reflefted from every 
countenance agonies only inferior to my 
own ? He that would form a lively idea 
of the rCjgions of the damned, needed 
only to witnefs for fix hours a fcene to 
which 1 was confined for many months. 
Not for one hour could I withdraw my* 
iclf from this complexity of horrors, or 
take refuge in the calmnefs of medita*^ 
tioni Air, cxercife, ferics, contraft, 
thoie grand enliv^ners of the human 
frame^ I was for ever debarred, by the 
inexorable tyranny under which I was 
fallen. Nor did I find ^the folitude of 
my nightly dungeon lefs infupportable. 
Its only furniture was the ftraw that 
ferved me for my repofe. It was nar- 
row, damp and unwholefome. The 
flumbers of a mind, wearied like mine 
with the moft deteftable uniformity, to 
whom neither amufement nor occupa-' 

tion 
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tion ever offered themfelves to beguile* 
the painful hours, were ftiort, difturbccl 
and unrefrelhing. My fleeping, ftill 
more than my waking thoughts, were 
fiili of perplexity, deformity and difor- 
der. To thcfe flumbers fucceeded the 
hours which by the regulations of our 
prifon I was obliged though awake to 
fpend in folitary and chearlefs darknefs. 
Here I had neither books, nor pens, 
nor any thing upon which to engage my 
attention ^ al} was a fightlefs blank. 
How was a mind, adive and, indefati-* 
gable like mine, to endure this nfiifery ? 
I could noti fink it in lethargy j I, 
could not forget my woes ; they, 
haunted me with unintermitted and de- 
moniac malice. Cruel, inexorable po- 
licy of human affairs, that condemns a- 
man to torture like this -, that fanftions. 
it and knows not what is done under 
Its fanftion ; that is too fupine and un- 
feeling t;o enquire into thefe petty de- 

L 4 tails ; 
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tails; that calb this the ordeal of inno-. 
cencc and the protestor of freedorri ! A 
thoufand times I could have dafhed my 
brains againft the walls of my dungeon ; 
a thoufand times I longed for death, 
and wiflied with inexpreflible ardom for 
an end to what I fuffered ; a thouland- 
times I nieditated fuicide, and rumi* 
nated in the bitternefs of my foul up^ 
on the different means of efcaping fromr 
the load of exiftence. What h^ I lo- 
do with life? I had feen enough to^ 
mak^ me regard it wiifh deteftation. 
Why (hookt I vtrait the lingeftng pro- 
cefs of legal defpotifm, and not dare ia 
much as to die but when and how it» 
mftruments decreed ? Still fomc inei- 
plicable fuggeftion withheld my hand; 
1 clung with defpcrate fondnefs to this 
ihadow of exiftence, its myfterious at- 
traftions and its hopekfs profpefts. 
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CHAP. XII. 

i^UGH were the reflexions that haunt- 
cc! the firft days of my imprifonmertt, ttt 
confequence of which they wepe fpene 
in perpetual anguiih. But after a time 
nature, wearied with diftrefe, would no* 
longer ftoop to the burthen ; thought, 
which is inceffantly varying, rntroduced 
a feries of reflexions totally different. 

My fortitude revived. I had always 
been accuftomed to chearfulnefs, good- 
humour and ierenity, and this habit no?r 
Fetprned to vifit me at the bottom of 
my dungeofi. No fooner did my con- 
templations take this turn, than I faw 
the reafonablenefs and poffibility of tran- 
quillity and peace, and my mind whif- 
pered to me the propriety of fbowing 
in this forlorn condition that I was fu- 

L 5 perior 
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pcjrior to all my perfccutors. . Bleffed 
ftate of innocence and felf approbation ! 
The funfhinc of confcious integrity 
pierced through all the barriers of my 
cell, and fpoke ten thoufand times more 
joy to my heart than the accumulated 
^lendours of nature and art can com* 
jnunicate to the Oaves of vice. 

I found out the fecret of employing 
my mind. I faid, I am (hut up for 
half the day in total darknefs without 
any external fource ofj amufement ; the 
other half I fpend in the midft of noife^ 
turbulence and confulion. What then ? 
Can I not draw amufement from the 
ftores of my own. mind ? Is it not freight- 
ed with various knowledge ? Have I not ' 
been employed from my infancy in gra- 
tifying an infatiable curiofity ? When 
fliould I derive benefit from th^fe fupc- 
rior advantages, -if not at prefent ? Ac- 
cordingly I tafkcd the ftores of^my me- 
mory and my powers of invention. I 

amufed 
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amufed myfelf with rccollefting th^ 
hiftory of my life. By .degrees I called 
to mind a number of minute circum* 
ftances which but for this cxercife would . 
have been for ever forgotten. I rcpaff- 
cd in my thoughts whole converfations, 
I recolleded their fubjedts, their arrange- 
ment, their incidents aad frequently their 
very words. I mufed upon thefe ideas 
till I was totally abforbed in thought* 
I repeated them till my mind glowed 
with enthufiafm. I had my different 
employments fitted for the folitude of 
the night in which I could give full 
fcope to the impulfes of my mind, and 
the uproar of the day in which npy cliief 
objeft was to be infenfible to the difor- 
dcr with which I was furroundcd. 

By degrees I quitted my own ftory, 
and amufed myfelf with imaginary ad- 
ventures. I figured to myfelf every fitu- 
ation in which I could be placed^ and 
conceived the condudt to be obferved in 

L 6 each. 
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each. Thus fcenes of infuk and danger, 
of tcndcrnefs and oppreflion became fami- 
liar to nie. In fancy I often paffed the 
a^ful hourof diffolmg nature. In feme 
of my reveries I boiled with impetuous 
indignation, and in others patiently col- 
lected the whole force of my mind for 
fome fearful encounter. I cultivated the 
powers of oratory fuited to thtft differ- 
ent ftates, and improved more in elo- 
quence in the folitude of my dttnge6n$ 
than p^haps I fhould have done in 
the bufieft and moft crowded fcenes. 
At length I proceeded to as regular si 
difpofition of nty time, as the man in 
his ftiidy who pdfles from mathematics 
to poetry, and from poetry to the law of 
nations in the difirrem: parts of each 
iingle day*, and I as feldom infringed 
upon my plan. Nor were my fubjedbs 
of difquifition kfs numerous than his. 
I went over, by the affiftance of memory 
otilyi a confiderabte part of Euclid du- 
ring 
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ring my confinement, and itvived day 
after day the feries of fa<5ts and incidemt 
in fome of the moit cekbratcd bifto* 
rians. 

While I was thus employed I reflec- 
ted with exultation upon the degree in 
which man is independent of the fmiles 
and frowns of fortune, I was beyond 
her reach, for I could fall no lower. Tb 
an ordinary eye I might feem dcftiturc 
and miferable, but in reality I wanted 
for nothing. My fare was coarfe -, but 
I was in health. My dungeon wa$ 
noifome; but I felt no inconvenience. 
I was (hut up from the ufual means of 
cxercifc and air •, but I found the me- 
thod of exercifing myfelf even to per- 
fpiracion in my dungeon. I had no 
means of withdrawing my perfon from 
a difguftful fociety in the moft chearft.il 
and valuable part of the day; but I 
foon brought to perfedion the art of 
withdrawing my thoughts, and faw and 

heard 
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heard the people about me for juft as 
(horc a time and as feldom as I pleafed. 

Such is man in himfelf confidered \ 
fo fimple his nature ^ fo few his wants. 
How different from the man of artificial 
fociety ! Palaces are built for iiis recep- 
tion, a thoufand vehicles provided for 
his exercife, provinces are ranfacked for 
the gratification of his appetite, and the 
whole world traverfed to fupply him 
with apparel and furniture. Thus vaft 
is his expenditure, and the purchafe 
flayery. He is dependent on a thpu- 
fand aiccidents for tranquillity and 
health, and his body and foul are at the 
devotion of whoever will fatisfy his im- 
perious cravings. 

In addition to the difadvantagres of 

o 

my prefent fituation, I was refcrved for 
an ignominious death. What then? 
Every man muft die. No man knows 
how foon. It furcly is not worfe to en- 
counter the king of terrors in health and 

with 
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With every advantage for the colledtion 
of fortitude, than to encounter him al- 
ready half fubducd by fickncfs and fuf- 
fcring. I was refolved at leaft fully 
to poflefs the days I had to live, and 
this is pecuirarly in the power of the 
man who preferVes his health to the laft 
moment of his cxiftence. Why Ihould 
I fufier my mind to be invaded by una; 
vailing regrets? Every fentiment of 
vanity, or rather of independence and 
jullice within me, inftigated me to fay to 
my perfequtor, You may cut off my ex- 
iftence, but you cannot difturb my fe^ 
rcnity. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

In the midft of thefe reficAion^ ano- 
ther thought, which had not before 
ftruck me, occurred to my mind. I 
exult, faid I, and reasonably, over the 
impotence of my perfccutor. Is not 
that impotence greater than I have yet * 
imagined? I fay, he may cut off my 
exiftcnce, but cannot difturb my fc- 
renity. It is true : my mind, the clear-r 
nefs of my fpirit, the firmnefs of my 
temper, are beyond his reach ; is not my 
life equally fo, ' if I pleafe ? What are 
the material obftacles that man never 
fubdued? What is the undertaking fo 
arduous that by fome has not been ac- 
complifhed? And, if by others, why 
not by me ? Had they ftrongei: motives 
than I ? Was exiftencc more varioufly 

endeared 
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endeared to them, or had they more nu^ 
merous methods by which to animate 
and adorn it? Many of thofe who have 
exerted mod: perfeverance and irttrepi- 
dity were obviaufly my inferiors in that 
fefpeft. Why fliould not I be as daring 
as they ? Adamant and fteel have a 
dufbility like water to a mind fufficient- 
ly bold and contemplative. The mind 
19 its own place;. and is endowed with 
|>awers that might enable it to laugh at 
iht tyrant's vigrlance. I paflfed and re« 
pafled thefe ideas ia my mind; and^ 
heated with the contemplation, I (aid^ 
No, I will not die! 

My reading in early youth had beeif 
extremely mifcellaneous. I had read 0B 
houfebreakers to whom locks and hoks 
were a jeft, and who, vain of their art, 
exhibited the experiment of entering a^ 
houfe the mpft ftrongly barricadec*, wink 
as little noife and almoft as little trouble^ 
as other men would lift up a latch. Tbia 

cir* 
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circumftance had caught my attention. 
There is nothing fo intcrcfting to the 
juvenile pind as the wonderful ; there 
is no power that it fo eagerly covets as 
that of aftonilhing fpeftators by its mi- 
raculous exertions. Mind appeared to 
my untutored refleftions vague, airy and 
unfettered, the fufceptible perceiver of 
rcafons, but never intended by nature to 
be the flavc of force. Why Ihould it 
be in the power of man to overtake and 
hold me by force ? Why, when I choofe 
to withdraw myfelf, (hould I not be ca- 
pable of eluding the moft vigilant 
fcarch? Thcfe limbs and this trunk arc. 
a <:umbrbus and unfortunate load for 
the* power of thinking to drag along 
with it ; but why (hould not the power 
pf thinking be able to lighten the load 
till it fliall be no longer felt? — Thefc 
early modes, of refleftion were by no 
means indifferent to my prefent enqui- 
ries. 

Ottr 
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Our next-door neighbour at my fa- 
ther's houfc had been a carpenter. Frefli 
from the fort of reading 1 have mention- v 
cd, I was eager to examine his tools, 
their powers and their ufes. This car* 
penter was a man of a ftrong and vigorous 
mind ; and, his faculties having been 
chiefly confined to the range of his pro- 
fcflion, he was fertile in experiments 
and ingenious in Veafoning upon thcfe 
particular topics. I therefore • obtained 
from him confiderable fatisfadion j and, 
my mind being fet in aftion, I fometimcs 
even improved upon the hints he fur- 
niihed. His converfation was particu- 
larly agreeable to me ; I at firft worked 
with him fonietimes for niy arnufement, 
and afterwards occafionally for a fhorc 
time as his journeyman. I was confti- 
tutionally vigorous, my bones well-knit^ 

m 

and my limbs finewy and powerful; 
tnd by the experience thus attained I 
added to the ab^rad poffeffion of power 

the 
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the (kill of applying it, when I pleafed^ 
in fuch a manner as that no part ihould 
be inefficient. 

It is a ftrange, but no uncommon 
feature in the human mind, that the 
very refourcc of which we ftand in 
greatcft need in a .critical fituation, 
though already accumulated it may be 
by prccedtng induftry, fails to prefent 
idelf at the time when it Ihould be call- 
ed into aAionv Thus my mind ha4 
pa&d through two very different ftages 
fince my impriibnment, before thi» 
means of liberatidn fuggefttd itfelf. Mf 
faculties were overwhelmed in the firft 
iaftance, and raffed to a pitch of enchu^ 
fiafm in the fecond, while in both I took 
it for granted in a manner that I muft 
pafffivdy fubmit to the good pleafurc of 
fifty perfecutors. 

During the period in which my mind 
kad beta thus undecided, the aflizes^ 
vbfck were held twice a year t» the town 

in 
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in which 1 was a prifoner, came on. 
Upon this occafion my cafe was not 
brought forward, but was fufibred to 
(land over fix months longer. It would 
have been juft the lame, if I had had as 
ftrong reafon to expeft acquittal j as I 
h^d conviftion. If I had been appre- 
hended upon the mod frivolous reafons 
upon which any juftice of the peace ever 
thought proper to commit a naked beg- 
gar for trial, I muft ftill have waited 
about two hundred and feventeen days, 
before m}b innocence could be cleared. 
So imperfcdk arc the effects of the 'boaft- 
ed laws of a country whofe legiflators 
hold their aflembly from four to fix 
months in every year ! 1 never .certainly 
difcovered whether this delay \v^re ow- 
ing to any interference on the part of my 
profecutpr, or whether it fell out in the 
regular adminiftration of juilice, which 
is too folemn and dignified to accom- 
modate 
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modate itfclf tx> the rights or benefit of 
an infignificant individual. 

The term of my imprifonmcnt was 
^thus Unaccountably prolonged. But 
this was not the only incident that oc- 
curred to me during my confinement for 
which I could find no fatisfadory fo- 
lution. It was nearly at the fame time, 
that is, when I had been little more than 
a month in durance, that the keeper be- 
gan to alter his behaviour to me. He 
lent for meone morning into the part of 
the building which was appropriated for 
his own ufe, and after fome hefitation 
told me he was forry my accommoda- 
tions had been fo indifferent, and alk- 
cd whether I (hould like to have a 
chamber in his family ? I was ftruck 
with the unexpeftednefs of this quef- 
tion, and defired to know whether any. 
body had employed him to alk it. No, 
he replied J but, now the affizcs were 

over, 
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over, he had fewer felons on his hands, 
and more time to look about him : He 
believed I ' was a good kind of a young 
man ; and heiiad taken a fort of a lik- 
ing to me. I fixed my eye upon his 
countenance as he faid this. I could 
difcover none of the ufual fymptoms of » 
kindnefs ; he appeared to me to be aft- 
ing a part, unnatural and that fat with 
aukwardnefs upon him. He went on 
however to offer me the liberty of eat-* 
ing at his table, which, if I chofe it, he 
faid would make no difference to him, 

« 

and he Ihould not think of charging mc 
any thing for it. He had always indeed 
as much, upon his hands as one perfon 
could fee to ; but his wife and his' 
daughter Peggy would be woundily 
pleafed to hear a perfon of learning 
talk, as he underftood I w^s ; and per- 
haps 1 might not feel myfelf difagree- 
able in their company. 

I refle(5ted on this propofal, and had' 

little 
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little doubt, notwithftanding what the 
k$cp^r had affiraied to the contrary, thac 
it did not proceed from any fpontantous 
bpmanity in him, byt that he ha,d, to 
fpeak the language of perfons of hi$ call, 
good reafons for what he did» I buHed 
oiyfelf in conjeftures as to who could 
be the author of this fort of indukence 
^d attention. The two mod likely 
perfons were Mr. Falkland and Mr. Fo- 
lefter. The Utter I knew to be a mait 
nuftere and inexorable towards thoie 
whom he deemed vicious. He piqued 
bimfelf upon being infenfible "to thofc 
fofter emotions, which he believed to 
9pfwer no other purpose than to feduce 
vs from our duty. Mr. Falkland on 
the contrary was a man of jthe acuteft 
fenfibility ; hence arofe his pleafpnes aod 
his pain$, his virtues and his vices. 
Though he were the bittercft enemy to 
whom I could poflibly be expofed, and 
plough no fentlments of humanity could 

divert 
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divert or control the bent of his mind, 
I yet perfuaded myfelf that he was niorc 
likely than his kinfman to viflt in idea 
the fcene of rtiy dungeon, ^d to feel inv- 
pelled to alleviate nny fufFerings. 

This conjefture wars by no means' cal- 
culated to ierve as balm to my mind. 
My thoughts were unavoidably full of 
irritation againft my perfecuton How 
could I think kindly of a niiah, in com- 
petition with the gratification .of whole 
ruling paffion my good name Or my life 
was deemed as of no confideration ? I 
faw hini crufhing the one and .bringing 
the other into jeopardy, with a quietnefs 
and compofure on his part that I could 
not recoUeft without horror, I knew 
not what were his pjans rofpedting me« 
I knew not whether he troubled kimfelf 
ib much as to form a barren' wiih for the 
prefcrvation of one, whole future pro*- 
ipe£ts he had fo iniquitoufly tiirniiheci 
I had hitherto been liient as to my prtn^ 
cipal topic of recrimination* But I w^ 

VoL.IL M by 
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by no meaii$ cer&ain that I (hoiild con- 
feat to go out of the world m filence, 
iHc vi^itn o{ this maofs obduracy and 
art. In ^c▼^ry view I/fielrmy heart ul- 
cerated with a lenfe of his injuftice; and 
rtjy very foul fpurned thefc pitiful indul- 
gences^ at a time that M was grinding, 
me into duft with the inexorablenefs of 
llU vengeance. f 

. I was influenced by. (heie fentiments 
in KHy reply to the jailor^ and I found 
a fecret pkafure. in pronouncing them 
}n . f^l their bitterae£si« I viewed him 
with a ifarcaftic ft^Ue^ and faid^ I vj^as 
glad to fiod him of a fudden become fo 
humane.: I wm liot. however without 
fome penetration as to the humanity of a 
jailor^ and could guels at the circum* 
ftamies by which, it was produced. But 
his migte tell his employer that his cares 
•weinelftuitlefs^ I would accept no far 
.vouris from a man that held a halter 
-about my neck, and had courage enough 
-tocndurd the w^rit.both in time to come 
V : \ " ^d 
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Mid now.-^The jailor looked at me with 
«ftoniihmeat| and, turning upon his heel, 
^xtlaimed. Well done, my cock! You 
Jiaye n^t W , your learning for nothing 
I. f9c>\:Y0u; 9ttB fet upon not dying 
dung^iU. But that is to come, lad: you 
had better by half keep your courage 
till ypu ^uiB find it wanted. 

The affizps, whic^i pa0ed over without 
4nf|uen(;e to me, produced a great revo- 
lution among my fellow, prifoners. I lived 
long enough /m the. jail to witncfs a ge- 
neral mutation of its inhabitants. One 
;of the hou^rcakers- and the coiner were 
hanged. ; Two. more were caft for tranf- 
portation, and the refl; acquitted. The 
,tranfports remained with us ; and, though 
the prifon was thus lightened of nine of 
.its inhabitants, I left within three a^ 
many .perfons .on the felons' fide as I 
had foi^nd there on my firft arrival, 
. The fpldier, whofe ftory I haVc al- 
r^dy recorded, died, on the evening of 
I ;,. . M2 the 



N 



744 ADVENTURES OF 

the very day on which the judges arriv- 
ed, of a difeafe the oonlequence of his 
confinement. Such was die juftice that 
refulted from the laws of his country, to 
an individual who would have been the 
ornament of any age, one who of all the 
men I ever knew was inexpreffibly the 
kindeft, of the moft feeling heart, of the 
moft engaging and unaffbfted manners, 
and the moft unfclemi(hed life. The 
name of this mah was Brightwel. Were 
it polfible for my pen to confecrate him 
to never dying fame, I could undertake 
no tafk more grateful to my heart. His?" 
judgment was penetrating and manly,- 
totally unmixed with imbecility and cori- 
fufion, while at the fame time there was 
fuch an uncontending frankneis in his 
countenance, that a fuperficial obferver 
would have fuppofed he muft have been 
the prey of the firft plaufible knavery 
that was praftifed againft him. Great 
reafon have I to remember him witH af- 

feftion ! 
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i^ion t He was the moft ardent, an4 
I had almoft fai^ the h& of iqy friends* 
Nor did I remain in this refpeft in his 
debt. There Vras indeed a great con* 
geniality, if I m^y prefume to fay fo, in 
our characters, except that I cannot pre^ 
tend to rival the magnitude of his genius^ 
or to compare with, what the world 
has fcarcely furpafled, the corre£tne& 
and untainted purity of his condu&. 
He jicard ij\y ftory, as far as I thought 
proper, to difclofe it, with intereft, he 
examined it: with fmcere it^partiality^ 
and, if at Brfl; any doubt remained upon 
ids mind, a frequent obfervation of mp 
ii> my moil uQguarded mom^ts taught 
htm in no long time- to place an unre* 
ferved conBdence in my innocence. 

He talked of the injuftice of which 
we were mutually victims without bit- 
ter nefs, and predicted that the time 
would come when the poflfibility of fuch 
intolerable oppreifion would be extirpa- 

M| ted. 
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Icdv Rut this, Aefeid, Wasa'hi|^inefs 
refer ved for poftrrky^j It-Vas tbo- latd 
for us to reap the benefit of it. k was 
ibme Goiifoktion to him^ that he could 
Mt tell th6 period in his pswft lifr, which 
thebeft judgment of which he wa« ca- 
pable would teac4i him lo fpend better. 
He could fay^ with as much reafon asp 
moll men, he had difchapged Jiis duty^ 
But he forefaw th^ k& ibould not for^ 
tive his prefcnt c^amiQr. This ii^te hns 
predidkion^ whili yet in he^dth; Hq 
inight be faid in a certain ftofe to have 
n broken heart. But, tfthat phrafe were 
in any way applicable to him^ fure never 
was def|jair more calm, more ful! of re- 
fignation and ferfiiity'. :. '^ ' • ••» 
At no time in the whole courfe of my 
adventures was I expoied to a (kock 
more feverc than I received from thii 
man's death. The .circumftances of hii 
fate prcfentcd themfclvte to- my mtnd in 
their fbU complication of inil}«ity* 

From 
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From him and the execrations with 
which I loaded the government that 
could be the inftrument of his tragedy^ 
I turned to myfelf. I beheld the cata- 
ftrophe of Brightwel with envy* A thou« 
fand times I loDged that my corfe had 
laid in deaths inftead. of his. I was on* 
ly referred^ as I perfuaded myfelf, for 
unutterable woe. In a few days hs 
would have been acquitted, his liberty^ 
his reputation reftored ; mankind per-< 
haps, fbruck with the injuftice he had 
iuflfered) would have fhown themfelves 
eager to balance his misfortunes and ob^^ 
literate his difgrace. But this man died ( 
and I remained alive ! T, who, though 
not lefs wrongfully treated than he, had 
no hope of reparation, muft be^ marked 
as long as I lived for a^ villain^ and in mf 
death probably held up to the fcorn and 
deteftation of my fpecies I 

Spch were fome of the immediate re*^ 
fle£tk>ns which the fate of this uafortu-i 

M 4 . nate 
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nate martyr produced in my mind. Yet 
my intercourfe with Brightwel was not 
in the review without its portion of com<' 
fort. I faid. This rhan has feen through 
'the veil of calumny that overlhades me; 
he has underftood, and has loved me« 
Why fhould I defpaif ? May I not meet 
hereafter with men ingenuous like him^ 
who ihall do me judice and fympa^ 
thife with my calamity ? With that con^ 
foiation I will be fatisfied. I will rt& 
in the arms of friendfhip, and forget the 
malignity of the world. Henceforth I 
will be contented *with tranquil obfcurity^ 
with the cultivation of fentiment and 
wifdom^ and the exercife of benevqleace 
within a narrow circle. It was thus 
that my mind became excited to the 
|>roje<5t I was about to undertake. 
. I had no fooner meditated the idea of 
an efcape, than I determined upon the 
following mechod of facilitating the pre- 
parations for; it. I undertook to ingra-* 
. . tiate 
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tiate myielf with my keeper. In the 
world I have generally found fuch per- 
fons as had been acquainted with the 
.outline of my ftory, regarding me with 
a fort of loathing and abhorrence, which 
made them avoid me with as much care 
as if I had ^en fpotted with the plague. 
The idea of my having firft robbed my 
mader, and then endeavoured to clear 
myfclf by charging him with fuborna- 
tion againft me, placed me in a clafs dif- 
tinft from and infinitely more guilty 
than that of common felons. But this 
man was too good a mailer of his pro- 
feffion to entertain averfion againft a fel- 
low creature upon fuch a fcorc. He 
confidered the perfons committed to his 
cuftody merely as fo many hunian bodies 
for whom he was refponfible that they 
{hould be forthcoming in time and 
place ; and the difference of innocence 
and guilt he looked down upon as an 
affair beneath his attention. I had not 

' M 5 thcrc> 
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therefore the pfejiadlc^s to encounter ih 
recommending nayfelf to him, that I 
have found' (o ' peculiarly obftinate - in 
many othdr cafes. Add to which, thfe 
fame motive, whatever it was, that had 
made him fo profufe in his offers a Kttle 
before, had probably its influence on 
the prefent occafibn. V ' ^ 

I informed him of my Ikill in the pro- 
feflion of a joiner, and offered to make 
him half a dozen handfome chairs, if 
he would facilitate my obtaining the 
tools neceffary for carrying on my pro- 
feflion in my prefent confinement ; , for, 
without his confent previoufly obtained, 
i% would have been in vain for me to 
<;<peft that I could quietly exert an in- 
duftry of this kind, even if my exig- 
ence had depended upon it. He looked 
at me firft as afking himfelf what he was 
to underftand by this novel propcfal, 
and ther^ his countenance molt graciouf- 
ly relaxing, faid, he was glad I was come 

off 
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off a little of my high aotk>ns and m^ 
buckram, and he wo^ild fee what he 
cauld do« Two days after he figcdfie^ 
his compliance. He faid that^ as to th^ 
matter of the prefent I had offered hia3» 
he thought nothing of that, I might do 
as I pleafed in it y but I . might depend 
upon every civility from him that he 
could fhow with f^fety to himfelf, if fo 
be as, when he was civil, I did not offer 
a fecond time for to fnap and take .him 
up (horti 

Having thus gained my preliminary, 
I gradually accumulated tools of various 
forts, gimlets, (Mercers, chiffcls, a ^tera. 
1 immediately fet myfelf to work. Thp 
nights vftxt long, and the fordki eager- 
ncfs of -my keeper notwithstanding his 
oftentatioQs generolity was great; I 
therefore petitioned and was indulged 
with a bit of candle that I might amufe 
myfelf for an boiar or two with my work 
after I was locked op in my dungeon. 

M6 Idid 
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I did not hqwcvcr by any means apply 
conftantly to the woric I had under- 
taken, and my jailor betrayed rarions 
tokens of impatience. Perhaps he was 
afraid I fhoiild not have finilhed it be- 
'fore I was hanged. I however infifted 
tipon working at my leifure as I pleafed, 
and this he did not venture exprefsly 
to difpute. In addition to the advan- 
tages thus obtained, I procured fecretly 
from mifs Peggy, who now and then 
came into the jail to make her obferva- 
tions of the prifoners,* and who fccmed 
to have conceived fome partiality for 
my perfon, the implement of an iron 

crow. • 

In tbefe proceedings it is eafy to tracse 
the vice and duplicity that mud. be e^ 
pcdled to grow out of injuftice. I know 
not whether my readers will pardon the 
finifter advan^g^I exti:a6le4 from the 
myfterious conc^flions. of. my. keeper. 
But I muft ackAOwk^dgq ipy. v^eaknefs 

.1 in 
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in that rcfpeO: ; I am writing rtiy adven- 
tures atid not my apology; and I way 
not prepared to maintain - the Ainvaried 
iincerity of nly manners, at the expence 
of a^ fpeedy clofe to be. put upon my 
exiftence.' 

My plan was now digefted, I be- 
lieved that by means of the crow I could 
eafily and without much noife force the 
iJoor of my dungeon froni its hinges, or, 
if not, that I could, in cafe of neceffity, 
cut away the lock. This door led intQ 
a narrow paflagc^ bounded on one fide 
by the range of dungeons, and on the 
other by the jailor's and turnkey's apart^ 
ments, through which was the ufual ca- 
trance from the ftrect. This outlet I 
dared not attempt for fear of difturbing 
the perfons . clofe to ^whofe very door I 
fliould in that caf^ have found it necef- 
fary to pafs. I determined therefore 
upon another door at the farther end of 
the pafiage^ which was weU barricaded, 

and 
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•nd which led to a fort of , a garden in 
the occupation of the k^pen This 
garden I had never entered, but I ha^ 
had an opportunity of obferving it from 
the window of the felons*, day room, 
which looked that way, the room itfelf 

r 

being immediately over the range of 
dungeons. I perceived, that it was 
bounded by a wall of confiderable 
height, which I was^ told by my fellow 
prifoncrs was the extremity of the jail 
on that fide, and beyond which was a 
back-lane of fonje length that terminated 
upon the fkirts of the town. Upon an 
accurate, obfervatiort and much reflec- 
tion upon the fubje6k I found that I 
Ihould'bc able, if once I got into the 
garden, ^kh'my gimlets and piercert 
inferted at proper diftances to make a 
fort of ladder, by means of which I 
could get clear over the wall, and once 
-more take poffeffion of the fwects of li- 
berty« I preferred this wail to that 

3 which 
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^v^^li immediately &}ri^ my dungeon^ 
on the other fide of which was a popip 
lous ftreet, 

I fuflTered about two days to elapft 
from the period at which I had thorough- 
ly digefted my prqjeft, aftd tlicii io the 
very middle of the night began to fet 
about its execution. The firft door wa^ 
attended with confiderable difficulty, but 
at length this obftacle was happily re- 
moved. The fecond door was faftened 
on the'infide. I was therefore ablewitl^ 
•perfeft eafe to pulh back the bolts. But 
the lock^ which of courfe was depended 
upon for the principal fccurity, and was 
therefore ftrong, was double-lhot, and 
the key taken away. I endeavoured 
with my chiflH to force back the bolt 
of the lock, but to no purpofcl I then 
unfcrewed the box of the lock ; and, 
that being taken away, the door was no 
longer oppofed to my wifhes. 

Thus far I had proceeded with theliap« 

picft 
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pieft fuccefs^: iHit c^ofe on the other fide 
of ttie door t|)ene was a* kennel with a 
large maftiflr dog, of which I had not 
the fmalleft previous knowledge. 
Though I ftepped along in the inoit 
careful manner, this animal was diflurb- 
ed, and began to bark.. I was extreme- 
ly difconcerted, but immediately applied 
niyfelf to foothe the animal, in which I 
^ prefently fucceeded. I then returned 
along the paflfage to liften whether any 
body bad been didurbed by the noife of 
the dog 5 refolved, if that were the cafe, 
that I would return to my dungeon, and 
endeavour to replace every thing in its 
former ftate. But the whole appeared 
perfedly quiet, and I was encouraged to 
proceed in my operation. 

I now got to the wall, and had nearly 
gained half the afcent, when I heard a 
voice at the garden door, crying, Hul- 
loa! who is there? who opened the 
doQr i The maA received no anfwer, and 

the 
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the night was too dark for hitn to dif- 
tinguifli obje^s at any diftancc. He 
therefore returned, as I judged, into the 
houfe for a light. Meantime the dog, 
underftanding the key in which thefe in* 
terrogations were uttered, began bark- 
ing again more violently than ever. I 
had now no poifibility of retreat, and I 
was not without hopes that I might yet 
accomplifh my objeft, .and clear the 
wall. Meanwhile a iecond man came 
out, while the other was getting his Ian- 
thorn, and, by that time I . had got to 
the top of the wall, was able to perceive 
me. He immediately fct up a fhout, 
and threw a large ftone which grazed 
me in its flight. Alarmed at my fitu- 
ation, I was obliged to defcend on the 
other fide without taking the neceflary 
precautions, and in my fall nearly diflo- 
cated my ancle. 

There was a door in the wall, of which 
I was not prcvioufly apprifcd 5 and, this 

being 
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being opened, the two men with the 
lanthorn were on the other fide in an 
inftant. They had then nothing to do 
but to kxin along the lane to the place 
from which I . had defcended. I endea- 
voured to rife^ after my fall, but the 
pain was fo intend that I was fcarcelf 
able to ftand, and, after having limped 
a few paces, I twifted my foot under 
mci and fell down ^ain. I had now 
no remedy, and quietly fufiered myfdf 
to be retaken. 
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WA^ conduftcd to the' keeper*s 

room for' that riightj and the two inert 
. fat up with me.' 1 was accofted miH 
fnariy inteirrogatories,' to livhich I gave 
little anfwer, but complained of the hurt 
iti oiy lee:. To t^is'I cotild dbtafn no 
reply except, Curfe you, my ladt if that 
be all, we will give you fome ointment 
for that i we will anoint it with a little 
cold ifoh. They were indefed excefflve«i 

iy fulky with me, for hiaving broken 

• -• ♦ ^ , ■ - 

their night*s reft and given them all this 
trouble. In the morning they were as 
good as their word, fixing a pair of fet- 
ters upbn both my legs, regardlefs of thd 
ancle which was now fwelled to a con- 
fiderable fize, and then fattening me 
with i padlock to a ilaple in the floor 

of 
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of my dungeon. I expoftulated with 
warmth upon this treatment, told them 
that I was a man upon whom the law 
had as yet pafled no cenfure, and who 
therefore in the eye of the law was in- 
Aocent. r But they bid me keep fuch 
fudge as that for people who knew no 
better I that they knew what they did, 
and would anfwer it to any court in 
England. ^ 

The pain of tjie fetter was intolerable. 
I endeavoured in various ways to relieve 
it, and even privily to free my leg^ but 
the more it was fwelled^ the more was 
this rendered impoffible. I then relbly- 
cd to bear it with patieace; ftill the 
longer it continued, the worfc it grew. 
After two days, and two nights^ I intreat- 
ed the turnkey to go and a(k the fur- 
geon who ufually attended the prifon to 
look at it, for, if it continued longer as 
it was, I was convinced it would mor- 
tify* But he glared furlily at me, and 

faid. 
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ikid, Damn my blood I I ihould lilge to 
&e that day« To die . of a mortification 
is too good an end for fuch a rafcal ! At 
the time that he thus addnefTed me, the 
whole ^mafs of my t^lood was already 
fevered by the anguiQi I had undergone, 
my. patience was wholly exhaufted, and 
I was filly enough to be irritated beyond 
faring by his impertinence and vulg^ 
j-ity. Lode you, Mr, turnkey, faid I, 
there is one thing that fuch fellows as 
you are fet over us for, and another 
thing that you arfc not. You are to 
take.car? .we do not efcape, but it is no 
part of your office to call us names and 
abufe us. If I were not chspned down 
t<^ my ieat, you dare as well eat your 
fingers as ufe.fuch language^ and, take 
my word for it, you fhall yet . live to re- 
pent of yourinfolepcer 

While I thus fpoke, .the man flared 
at mt with aftoni(hment« He was fo 

little accjuftomed to fuch retorts that at 

firft 
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firft he could fcarcely believe his esits'i 
and fuch was. the firmnefs o£ :niy man* 
tier that he Teemed to forget for a mo- 
ment that I was not at lat^ge. .But^as 
foon as he had time to recolteft hknfelf^ 
he did not deign even to he. angry » His 
face relaxed into a fmile of contempt^^he 
ifnapped his fingers at v^y iuid^. turning 
jap6n. his heel, exclaimed^ WcU &id, my 
4ock ! Crow away !' Have :a care .you 
^ not burft ! and^ as he fhtit the door 
«ipon me, mimicked the voice of the 
^animal he mentioned. 
' This- rejoinder brought rrte to myfetf 
in a motiient^ and flibwed mb the impoi- 
tente of the refemmcnt I was ex]^refling. 
But^ though he thus put an -end tb the 
violence of my fpccch, the tbrrureof 
riiy body continued' asv great as* ever. I 
was determined to change rty (rtodc of 
attack; The famie turnkey iieturncd in 
a few minutes-; and, as- he'ap|>roa<^hed 
me to put down fonie fbod he had 

brought. 
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brought, I flipped a (hilling into his 
hand^ laying at the fame time, My good 
fellow, for God's fake, go to the fur- 
gcon : I am furc you do ndt wiQi me 
to perifh for want jof affiflance. The 
fellow put the fhilling in his pockety 
looked hard at me, and then with one 
nod of his head, and without uttering a 
fingle word, w«nt away. Tht furgeoA 
prefently after made his appearance; 
and, finding the part in a high ftate of 
inflammation, ordered certain applicii- 
tions, and gave peremptory directions 
that the fetter ihduld not: be. replaced 
upon that leg, .till a cure had been e& 
felted. It wafe <a^fuli month before the 
leg was perfedly healed, and made equal- 
ly ftrong' and flexible with the other* 

The condition 'in which T was now 
placed wa& touUy different from thai 
;which had preceded this ^ttcbpt. I 
was chained all day in my dungeoA, ex« 
cept that the door was regularly opened 

for 
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for a few hours, at which time fotne of 
the prifoners occaGonally came and fpoke 
to me, particularly oiie, who, though 
he. could ill replace my beloved Bright- 
wcii was innocent, guilelefs and bene- 
vplent. This was no other than the in- 
dividual whom Mr. Falkland had fome 
months before difmifTed upon an accufa- 
tipn of murder. My manual labours 
were now at an end ; my dungeon was 
fearched every night, and every kind of 
tool carefully kept from me. The ftraw 
which had been hitherto allowed me was 
rejpOved) under pretence that it was 
adapted for concealment ; and the only 
conveniences with which I. was' indulged 
^ere a chair and a blanket. 

A profpedt of fome alleviation in 
no long time opened upon me; but 
tjiis my ufual ill fortune rendered abor- 
tive. The keeper once more made his 
appearance, and with his former un* 
conftitutional and ambiguous humanity. 

. ' He 
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He pretended to be furprifed at my want 
rf cyery accommodation. He rcpre-; 
bended in ftrong terms my attempt toi 
^^if» aind obferved that there muft be, 
an end of civility from people in his fitu-. 
^oii, ^if gentlemen' after all. would not 
know when they were well. It was ne- 
<^fl&iy in cafes the like of this to let the 
W take its cour ft^ and it wotild he ridi- 
<»il9us in rnc to complain, if aftera re-i 
&jlar trial things fhould go har(l . witfiii 
^ne* He was defirous of being ii) every/ 
r^rpeft my friend, if I would let him-r-Iix: 
the midft of thi3 circiumlocutioni andprci: 
an^ble, he was called away from me fori 
fomething relating to the bufincfs 6f hi^ 
office. In the mean; time I ruminated 
upon, his overtures ; and, (fetefting as I. 

did tl^e Jfource from which . 1 conceived' 

» 

them to flow, I could not hdp ,refled!kirtgf 
how far it would be poffible to extradt > 
firom them the means of efcape. But 
my meditations in this cafe were. yain^ 
.Vql. II. N The 
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The keeper returned na mart dtrri^ 
the irethainder jc€ that d&^fv ^Hid:;ofv th& 
next all incident occurred^ whidh. p^t «af 
end to all enpedations fromi hh kuld*' 

An a&ire mind) which has once hetOt 
forced inta any ' particular train, cuii 
fcarcdy be peifutacte^ita deferc it as hope*^* 
\£%4 V had ftudicd my chains during 
the extrenie ^anguiih that X endured froia 
Ae preflure of the fetter upon the ancle» 
ikhich had been iprained ; and, t houghs 
fipom the fwelling and acute fenfibility oit 
aho part I had foundt all attempts ^t tt^ 
lief.io that inftance impra&icable, I ob* 
taified from the clofenefs of my inyefti*^ 
gation another and apparentljr fuperier 
adv4Wtag6. Durir^ the night my duii*^ 
|)eon waa m a ftate of confipfete dark* 
i)e& I bui^ when the door was; open, the 
cafe Was (bmewhac diffeient. The paf^ 
fage indeed into which it opened was fe 
Mnrqw^ and the oppofite dead 'wall fo 

Bean 
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neart that it was but a glimmering and 
nielancholy light that entered my apart* 
ment, even at full noon» and when the 
door was at its wideft extent. But my 
eyes, after a pradttce of two or threq 
weeks, accommodated themfelves to thia 
circumftance, and I learned to diftin^ 
guifli tlie minutcft objedls. One day, 
as I was alternately meditating and ex-^ 
amining the objects around me, I chan- 
ced to obferve a nail trodden into the 
mud floor at no great diilance from me. 
I immediately conceived the defire ofpof^ 
leiling myfclf of this implement j but, for 
fear of furprife, people palEng perpetual* 
ly to and fro, 1 contented myfelf for tb« 
prcfent with remarking its fituatlonia 
accorately, that I might eafily find it 
again in the dark.. Accordingly^ as 
£>on as my door was (but, I feized upon 
this new tre^fure, and, haying contrived 
tpfaChion it to my purpof?, found diac { 
could unlock with it the padlQi;k that 

N a fattened 
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faftencd mc to the ftaplc in the floor* 
This I regarded as no inconfiderable ad- 
vantage, fcparately from the ufe I might 
derive from it iri relation to my princi-' 
pal objeft. My chain permitted nie to 
move only about eighteen inches to the 
right or left; and^ having borne this' 
confinement for feveral wceks,> my very^ 
heart leaped at the pitiful confolation of 
being. able to range without conftraint, 
the milerable coop in which I was im- 
mured. This incident had occurred fe- 
veral days previous to the laft vifit of 
my keeper* 

From this time it had been my con- 
ftant prtftice to liberate myfelf every 
night, and not to replace things in their 
^^rrner fituation, till I awoke in the 
ihorning, and expected (hortly to perceive 
the entrance of the turnkey. Security 
breeds negligence. It was on the mdrri-' 
ing fucceeding my conference with the 
jaSor tbat, whether I overflept myfelf, 

or 
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t>r the turnkey went his round earlier than 
ufiiai, I was roufed from my flccp by 
the noife he made in opening the cell 
next to my own j and, though J exerted 
the utmoft diligence, yet having to 
grope for my materials -in the dark, I 
wa$ unable to faiVen the chain to the 
ftaplc, before he entered as ufual with 
his lanthom. He was extremely fur^ 
l^rifed toBnd me thus difengaged, and im- 
xnediatelyfummoned the principal keep- 
er. I was queftioned refpe£ting my me- 
thod of proceeding ; and, as I believed 
concealment could lead to nothing but 
a feverer fearch and a more accurate 
watch, I readily acquainted them with 
the exaft truth. The illuftrious perfoa* 
age whofe funftion it was to control the 
inhabitants of thefe walls, was by this laft 
inftance completely exafperated agaitift: 
me. Artifice and fair fpeaking were at an 
end. His eyes fparkJing with fury, he 
exclaimed, that he was now convinced 

N3 of- 
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.of the folly of fhowing kindncfs to rat 
cals, the fcum of the earth, fuch as I 
was ; and, damn him, if any body Ihould 
Catch him at that again towards any one^ 
1 had cured him efFe6tually ! He was a£* 
toniihed that the laws had not provided 
fome terfible retaliation for thieves that 
attempted to deceive their jailors. • Hang- 
ing was a thoufand times tx>o good for 
toe! 

Having vented h\% indignation, he 
proceeded to give fuch orders as the 
united iofligations of anger and alarm 
fuggefted to his mind. My apartment 
was changed. I was conducted to a 
room vcalled the ftrong room, the door 
/ of whic h opened into the middle cell of 

the range of dungeons.* It was under-- 
ground as they were, • and had over ft 
the day room for felons a;lready de- 
fcribed. It was fpacious and dreary* 
The door had not been opened for 

years .^ the air was putrid ; and the walls 

hung 



hMng round wkh damps knd milden^ 
The fetters, the padlock, and the ftaple 
tirere employed as in the former ode, in 
addition to which they put on me a pair 
of hand-ctifFs« For my firft provifioft 
the keeper fent me notiiing but a hit of 
breads >mouldy and blacky aiid fome dirty 
end ftinking watef^ I know not indeed 
f«rhetber this is to be regarded as gratuitous 
tyranny on the part of the jailor ; the law 
liaving providently direfted in certaia 
cafes, that the water to be adminiftered t^ 
ithe prifoners, (hail be taken from *• the 
inextfink or puddle neareft tothejail V It 
^zs farther ordered that one of the turn- 
4ceys Ihould fleep in the ceU that focmed 
a fort of antichamber to my apartment. 
Though every convenience was provided^ 
<o render this chamber fit for the recep- 
i^on of a perfonage, of a dignity fo fupe-- 
raor to the felon he was appointed to 
2guard, he exprdSed much diffatisfadion 

^ State Trials, Vol. I, anno 1G15, 

N 4 at 
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at thMxiaodate : but there was no alter* 
native. 

The fituation to which I was thus re- 
moved was apparently the moft unde* 
iirable that could be imagined ; but I 
Avas not difcoutraged I had for fome 
time learned not to judge by appear- 
anc'es. The apartment was dank and un- 
whokfome ^ but I had acquired the fe- 
cret of coonterafting thcfe influences. 
My door was kept continually ihut, and 
4iie other prifoners were debarred acce& 
to me. But, if the intercourte of our 
fellow men Jias its pleafures, iblitude oa 
the other iiand is not without its ad- 
vantages. In fcJitude we can purfue 
/ our own thoughts undifturbed; and i 

was able tb call up at will the moft plea- 
^tig' avocations. Befide which, to one 
who meditated fbch defigns as jiow fill- 
ed my mind, folitude iiad peculiar tc- 
commendations. I was fcarccly left to 
myfclf before I tried an experiment the 

idea 
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idea of ^hiph I conceived while they 
were fixing my hand-cuffs^*, and, with 
my teeth only, difcngaged myfclf from 
this reftraint. The hours at which I 
was vifiied by the keepers were regular^ 
and I took care to be provided for them; 
Add to which, I had a narrow grated 
wiiidow near the cieling, about nine 
inches in perpendicular, and a foot and a 
half in width, which, though fmall, ad- 
mitted a muchftronger light, than that to 
which I had betn accuftomed f )r feveral 
weeks. Thus circumftanced, I fcarcely 
ever found myfelf in total darknefs, and 
was better provided againftfurprifes, than 
1 had betn in my preceding fituation. 
Such were the frnriments which this 
change of abode immediately fuggefted. 

1 had been a very little' time removed, 
when I received an unexpected vifit from 
Thomas, Mr. Falkland's valet, whom I 
have already more than once mentioned 
in the courfe of my narrative^ A fcr- 
\ ' N 5 vant 



.« 
n 



'*74 ADVENTCRti *r 

▼aht of Mr. Foreft^r happened to come 

to the town where I was imprifoned, a 

' few weeks before, while I was cor^fined 

with the hurt in my ancle, and had calk 

, ed in to lee tne. The account he gave 

. of what he obfervcd had been the fource 

of many an uneafy fenfetion to Thomas, 

Tfec former vifit was a matter of mere 

curiofity, but Thomas was of the better 

order of fervants^ He was considerably 

ftruck at the fight of me. Though my 

mind was now ferene, and my health 

fufEciently good, yet the floridnefs of 
my complexion was gone, and there was 
a rudenefs in my phyfic^nomy, the con- 
.fequcnceof hard&ip and fortitude, ex- 
tremely uftlike the fleeknefs of my bet- 
ter days. Thomas looked alternately in 
my face, at my hands and my feet j and 
then fetched a deep figh. Afterapaufe: 
LJ>rd bkfs us ! faid he, in a voice In 
which commiferadon was fuHkiently 
. perceptible, is tliis you ? 

Why 
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Vihj not, Thomas f You knevr I was 
lent CO prifoD, did not you? 

Prifon 1 and muft .peopk m priibn be 
^tackled and bound of that faikipn i**^ 
And where do you lay of nights ? 
. Here. 

Here ? Why there is no bed 1 

No» Thon1a% I am not allowed a bed» 
t had draw formerly^ but that is taken 
^way. 

And do they take offthem there things 
t)f nights ? 

No -, I am expedted to fleep. juft as 
you fee. 

Sleep ? Why 1 thought this was ^ 
Chriftian country ^ but this ufage is too 
bad for a dog. 

You muft not fay fo^ Thomas. It is 
what the wifdom of government has 
thought fit to provide. 

Zounds, how I have been cjioufed ! 
They told me what a fine thing rt was 
to be an Englidunan, and about liberty 

N6 ^m! 
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and propertp, . and all chajt there; and I 
find ic is all a Ham. Lord, what foob 
we be ! Things are done under our very 
4iofes, and we know nothing of the mat- 
ter ; and a parcel of fellows with gt^ve 
faces fwear to us that fuch things neircr 
happen but in France,. and other coun- 
tries the like of that. Why, you han't 
•been tried, ha' you? 

No. 

And what fignifies being tried, when 
they do worfe than hang a man, and 
all beforcliand? Well, mafter Wil- 
liams, you have been very wicked to be 
fure, and I thought it would have done 
me good to fee you hanged. But, I do 
not know how it is, cne's heart melts, 
^nd pity comes over one, if we take time 
to cool. I know that ought not to be^ 
but, damn it, when I talked of your 
tcing hanged, I did not think of your 
iufiering all this into the bargain. 

Soon after this converlation Thomas 

left 
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left mc. The idea of the long con- 
nexion of our families ruihed upon his . 
vactooTj^ and he fdc more for my fuf* 
ferlngs at the moment than I did for 
myfelf. in the afternoon I was furpri- 
fed to fee him again. He faid^ that he 
•could not get the thought of me out 
of h;s mind^ and therefore he hoped I 
would not be dtfpleafed at h^s coming 
once more to take leave of me. I could 
j>erceive that he had fomething upgn 
Jiis mind, which he did not know how 
to difcharge. One' of the turnkeys had 
€ach time come into the room with him, 
and continued as long as he (laid. Up- 
on fome avocation however, a noife I 
believe in the paflage, the turnkey went 
as far as the door to fatisfy his curiofity ^ 
and Thomas, watching the opportunity, 
flipt into my. hind a chiflll, a file, and a 
faw, exclaiming at the fame time with a 
forrowful tone, I know I am doing 
wrong ^ but, if they hang me too, I can-^ ^ 

not 
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not help it : I cannot ^ no other. Pelf 
Chrift's fake, get ofxt tsif diis place; I 
cannot bear the tboaghts of it ! --I re^ 
ceived the implements with great joy, 
and thruft them into my bofom*; and, 
as footi as he was gone, cfoncealed them 
"in the Tufhes o£ my chair. Meanwhile 
he had accomplifhed the object: fot 
'which he came, and prefently after back 
tne farewek 

• The next day the keepers, I know 
not for what rcafon, were more thah 
dfually induttrious in their fcarch, fay- 
ing, though wfthout affigning any ground 
for their ftifpicion, that they were furc t 
iiad fome tool in my poficffion that I 
«rught not; but the depository I had 
chofen efcs^ed them. 

I waited from this time the greater 
|>art of a week that I might have the be- 
nefit of a bright moon light. It was 
«eccflary that I (hould.work in the night; 
it w^ neccflary that my operations ihould 

^ be 



ht p«foFmcd between the laft viiit of the 
jcecpers at night and their <firft in the 
tnorning, that is, between nine in die 
evening and ieven« In my <iungeon, as 
I hare already faid> I paflcd fourteen or 
ifixteen hours of the four and twenty un* 
diihirbed ; but, fmce I had acquired 'a 
chariftcr for mechanical ingenuity, a par^ 
ticular exception with refpeS: to me was 
made from the general rules of the prifon. 
It was ten o'clock when I entered on 
my undertaking. The room in. which 
I was confined was fecured with a double 
door. This was totally fuperfluous for 
the purpofe of my detention, f«ioc tiere 
was a centinel planted on the outftde. But 
it was very fortunate for my plan, betaufe 
thcfe doors prevented the eafy communi- 
cation of founds and afforded me tolerable 
fatisfadion that with a little care in my 
mode of proceeding I might be iecupe 
againft the danger of . being overheard. 
.1 firft took off tny hand-cuffs. . I. then 

filed 
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fifed through my fetters \ and next pcr- 
ibritied the fame fcrvice to thfcc of the 
iron bars that fccured my window^ fe 
whicJi I climbed partly by die affiftance 
>of my '^air and partly by n^ans of cer- 
tain irregularities in the wall. All this 
was the work of nwre than two hours/ 
When the, fears were filed through, I 
eafily forced them a little from the per- 
pendicular, and then drew them cme by 
one out of the wall, inro which they were 
fiink about three inches, pcrfedly ftrait, 
and without any precaution to prevent 
their being removed. But the fpace 
thus obtained was by no means wide 
enough to admit the pafixng of my body. 
I therefore applied myfelf partly with 
«iy chiflel, and partly with one of the 
iron bar^, to the loofening the brick 
''work; and, when I had thds difengaged 
four or five bricks, I got down and 
piled them upon the floor. This opera- 
tion 1 repeated three or four times. 

The 
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arhc fpacc was now fufficicnt for my 
t:purpofe, and having crept through the 
opening, I fteppcd upon a fort of fhed 
iOn the outfide. 

I was now in akind df rude area between 
two dead, walls, that fouth of the felon /S 
day room the windows of which were 
^t the eail end, and the wsdl of the 
^rifi>n. But I had not, as formerly, any 
inftrumenijs to afllft mein.fcaling tiie 
^wall which was of a confiderable height. 
There was of corifequence no refource 
for me^but that of effcding a prafticabte 
Ibreach in ^the -lower "part of the waH, 
•which was of no contemptible ftrength, 
•being of ftone on the outflde, with a 
.facing of brick within. The rooms for 
the debtors were at right angles with 
•the building from which I had juft cf- 
taped ) and, as the night was extremely 
irighr, I was in momentary danger, 
{particularly in cafe of the Icaft noifc, of 
ibeing difcovered by them, feveral of their 
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windows comrnandjtfg the are0% ThtR 
circumftancedy 1 determined to make d^ 
4hed anfwer the puipofe of concealment. 
It was locked ; but, with the broken 
Jink of my fetters, which 1 had had the 
precauticm to briog with me, I found 
no great difficulty in opening tj^ lock, 
I had now got a fu£cient means o£ hid- 
ing my perfbn while I piDceeded in my 
work, attended ^ith no otiier difodvan- 
tage, than that of being obliged td leavt 
the door through which I faad'#ia!» br^ 
ken^ a little open for the jake of light% 
After fome time I had removed a c(Mtfi- 
.derable part of the brick ^ork of thb 
outer wall ; but, when I came to the 
fione, I found the ^undertaking infinite- 
iy 'more d^cuk. The mortar which 
lx)uhd together the buHding, was- by 
length of time nearly petrified, and ap- 
gseared to my firft efforts «ne folid rock 
'of the hardeft adamant. I had now 
Ji^een fix hours inceflantiy engaged in 
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^crtdible labour ; my chiflel broke irt 
the firft attempt upon this new obfta^ 
-cle, and between fatigue already endured* 
and the feemingly invincible difficulty 
before me, I concluded that I mud re* 
main where I wa^ and ^that all I had 
hitherto efitdted would ^rove ^ujfelefs. 
'At the fame^time^he moon, whofe light 
had till now been of the greateft bfe to 
'tac^ let, and I was left in total darkne& 
A£ter a refpite of ten minutes how- 
t€Ter, 1 returned ^to ?the attack with new 
vvigour. 3t could not be lefs than two 
%ours befofe ithe firft done was loofened 
>from the%edifice. 3n one hour more the 
:ipace was lufBcient to admit of my ef* 
^ape. The pile of briclts I had left in the 
iftrong room was confiderable. But it was 
a mole hill compared with the ruins 
3 had forced from the outer wall. I 
am fully afiured that the work I bad 
tthus performed would have been to a 
^common labourer with every advantage 
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of tods the bufioefs of two oi"* thret 
days. 

But my dii&culties, inftead of being 
ended, feemed to be only begun. The 
day broke before I had completed the 
opening, and in ten minutes more the 
keepers would probably, enter my apartf 
menr, and perceive the devaftation I had 
left. The lane, which connected the 
fide 6f the prilbn throiigh which I had 
cfcaped with the adjacent country, was 
formed chiefly by two dead walls, with 
hene and there a ftable, a. few warc- 
houfes and ibme. mean habitations te* 
nan ted by the lower order of people. My 
bell fecurity lay in clearing the town a$ 
foon as poUible, and depending upon the 
open country for proteftion. My arms 
vwere intolerably fwelled and bruifed 
with my labour, and my ftrength feem- 
ed wholly exhaufted with fatigue. Speed 
I was nearly unable to exert for any 
continuance \ and, if I could, with the 

enemy 
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enemy fo clofe at my hceh, fpced would 
too probably have been ufelefs. It ap- 
peared as if I were now in almoft the 
lame fituation, as that in which I had. 
been placed five or fix weeks, before, in^ 
which after having completed my efcape 
1 was obliged to yield myfelf up with- 
out refiftance to my purliiers, I was. 
not however difabled as then ; I was ca«^ 
pable of exertion to what precife extents 
I could not afcertain ; and I was well 
aware that every inftance in which I 
fiiould fail of my purpofe, would contri- 
bute ta enhance the difficulty of any fu- 
ture attempt. Such were the confider- 
ations that prefented themfelves in rela^^ 
tion to my efcape', and> even if that 
were effefted, I had to reckon amot^ 
my difficulties that, at the time I quit- 
ted my prifon, I was deftitute of every 
refource^ and had not a (hilling remain- 
ing in the world. 
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